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'"'^ PREFACE. 

HAVING been houaured by the approbation ofllic Ofliceriof 
(he Ucncml Grnnil Chflpierof the t'nited Slates, and of most of 
ttiL'QrBDdLorige>,nndOffirer< of Grand Lodges, in Ilieinillvid- 
iial Slalei, ei n Grand Lecturer ;— and baring, t.y virtue of Uieir 
sanction and aulboritj, officiated in thai capacity for severul 
veari ; Ihe Author of this voluma hai had an opporlUDitj of 
witncBsing file mode or lecluring, and working, in inan.v difler- 
finl Lud'es. It Ja dqI (ur|>rLsing, therefore, if, in (lie course of 
111) viperience, eume erran in the practice of these braiicliei 
should have fallen Kitliiu hit observation. These have undoabi- 
cdly originated from a ivint of unirormilj ; and Bilhough Ilitir 
luay not l/e coniidered aa radical evils, in ralation la tlie tiiddeu 
rics of the Frnlernily, jei they would certninlj' he regard- 
defecti in that system, tlie perfect preeervation of wliicli, 
nco thi- pride «nd glory of every eoligliteoed maton. 
Among these errors may he mentioned, — the improper cloasi- 
inaionlc embleou *, and a diflerence in the mode of 

worlting. 

To obviate (hetc inaccuradei, if Ihe object of this work. Il 
ci>niait)s a claesilication of the emblemi, logeiher with illustra- 
lions, that liave been approved and adopted liy amnjorily of the 
Lodges of llie United Sutes. So far, therefore, u iliey are 
Tonnecled with the mnde of working, and or lecturing, the cvili 
^vliLcli have been suggested, n-ill lie obvialed by au attention tu 

liBving coolribtlicd towards estahlithing a standard, nhith lie 
flatters himself may serve as a Bafe and lure guide to his Breth- 
ren, Id tome parts of their lalmurs. 

The illuilratians, tic. are selected from the compHatloui of 
Preitoo, Webb, and other establiihed authorities, accompanied 
ty such alieraiions and emendations, as were deemed necoiarj' 
tn a Mriel conforiirtiy with the **nr»rn( Si/jl(«), 

With ■ hope Iliat his txerlions to lieiietii tbt|p atty not prove 
fruitless, the Author respeciTulIy subniiit his work TO THK 
FR*TKRMTV OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONi 
TUROUGHOL'T THE UNITED STATES 
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PRKTACE TO THE TmRD EDmOlT. 



SINCE the publication of Ihe first edition ol tint Misomt 
Chart, il Jina been adnpted as a Teit-Book bj most of Ibe 
Lodgci and Chnpli^rs <n this coiintr}'. 

The tiigbesi etper.taiioos or Ihe xithot have bven nnors than 
reaUced in Ihe receplioo of Ihe first and iecoad Editions h; hu 
Masonic Brethren. Its beneficial eGecli in promoting a uoiror- 

iD preienl to the Fraternity the third edition, with tome addi- 
tions and emendations. IT his labours shall in any decree C0D> 
iHbute to the adviuicement of a Society, in »liich he Teeli k 
Uiely interest, he nill bn abnodanily compeosaied. Ii has beeo 
hii coDStanl aim lo place the Masonic Inslitiition upon ils proper 
hRsii. The correct Mason will ever be more esleemed than ibe 
over-iealous or coldly indiffereui oiembers or the Society. A 
Mason iftao it thoroughly acquainted wilh the leueu and nature 
of ibii Institution, ranks it among the first of human origin, and 
■s inculcating the purest of moral principles, and as haling s 
pawetfiil tendency, where Blriet discipline is judiciously admin. 
Islered agreeably to Ihe tenets oflhe Instilution, to improTe Ibe 
morals of ils members, and lo open and oipiiDd their hearts to 

I tonry to a level with revealed religion, and those who rank it 
below Ihe standard af pure morality, are equally unacqitatolcd 
with ill true objecl. 

That eiery Broiher and Companion may possess a corrfct 
. knowledge or Ihe nature and principles of our oicelleni Instilu- 
L don, and that their conduct may be such tliruu|>h life as lo con- 
Fvince all »ilh whom Ihey may haw interiinrse, ihat our (real 
W aJio is to inciilcnie FRIENDSHIP, MOIULITY, BROIIILR- 
LX LOVE, and ClIARITV, is ihe carncEl and sincere wish of 
TllE JVTHOB 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

Iri preienling the fourth ediiion or the Maaouic Chnrl la tlt# 
Fralernitj, the Author it happy to Male Ibat but few alteriilians 
■a the last editiou aru neceaaary, except in the Emblpma Knij 
Hleroglj-pliiea, which are much improved by iiew deiigna, einen- 
dolioni and (ilditloDB. While he helievea the work has been 
much improved in ■ccoritBnce nith the principles of the loilitu- 
lion, lie ytl feelf conacloua that SDme derecK mny 1i« Uiicorered 
by the icnilinlrjOE; eye or his more experienced Brethren ; he 
would ilieiVfore aollcit their forbenrance and candor. In lahiaj 
a rclroipeclire tIcw of the latt'itution, it is truly grolirying to 
every upright and correct Vlaann, to notice the great imprnve- 
iiicnl which hsi been made «ilhin n few yeara pa^it. — In an in- 
!tiiuiian tike ours, however, which in Ihunded oil Ihe MoRU. 
L.UV or Giii>, and requires thni all her mi-mlier* ahauld walk la 

to be done— Gtpecially should it not he forgotten that the very 
nature of the Institution forbid* the adralEiiion of any to inem- 
benhip, except mru auslainiug the ilrHitot moral character, 
and that no Lodge ran be juatified In receiring candidate! aolely 
for the purpose of increisiiip their inemberi or their funds. — 
Let them (trittly adhere to the Maaonic rule, and let the " in- 
ternal and not the cxlernHl qualiBcationi of the man" be the 
(landard for admiuion. As fvety man, on entering- a Lodge, 
lirat puts his IriHl in Goc, and then lakes the" lloLV Sci^tF- 
TORES to be the rule and guide ol his faith ami ptnclice," so 
none should be suffered la remain members who deviale Ihere- 
from. 
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8 PREFACE. 

CouDciU, CbaptcrB and Lodg:e8 id the United States. The Au- 
thor is well aware that in many parts of our country, which 
have been highly favoured with Masonic light and knowledge, 
a work of this kind would be of minor consequence) but there 
are many sections which have not been thus highly favoured, 
and where it n-ould tend to advance the Crae interests of the In- 
stitution. 

The Author would Improve this favourable opportunity in 
calling upon all Christian Masons to lend their aid in elevating 
the Institution to its proper level, by influencing every Mason 
by example, exhortation and persuasion, to live up to the moral 
precepts which are inculcated in it.^-At the same time to guard 
them against relying on any merit in their own works as a title 
to that Rest beyond the grave, which is prepared for the chil- 
dren of God,— and to point them to Him, who is the Way, the 
Trdth and the Life— to the Lion of the tribe of Judah, to the 
great Watchman of Israel, to our Divine Redeemer, whose 
name is the only name which is given under Heaven whereby 
men can be saved — who has made an atonement for sin by the 
shedding of his own blood, and who has promised that whosoever 
believeth on Him shall not perish but have everlasting life. 

That all his Brethren may not only be found Worthy, Fru 
Wind Jeeepled Meuoniy but qualified by the Spirit of our God for 
a seat in that House not made with hands. Eternal in the Heav> 
ens, is the earnest prayer of 

THE AUTHOB 
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INTRODUCTION, 



H of a PE TrriON to be signed by a Candidate 
for Jniliation, 

To the IV. Master, M'Hrdens, aod Brethren of 
' Lodge, No. , of Free aod Accepted Ma- 

The subscnbei', residing in , of lau-ful age, 

and by occupation a , begs leave to stale, lliat, 

icbiassed bj frieads, and uninfluenced by mercenary 
lotives, he freely and voluntarily offers himself hb a 
_ tndidate for ihe mysteries of masonry, anil that he is 
prompted to solicit this privilege by a favourable opin- 
ion conceived of the Institution, a desire of knowledge, 
and a sincere vfish of bein^ serviceable to hiit fellow- 
creatures. Should his petition be granted, he wilt 
cheerfully conform to all (he ancient established usa- 
ges and cuatoms of the Fraternity. 

' (Signed) A. B. 

The followin" Recommendation !s to be signed by 
two members of ihe Lodge to which the application is 
msdei 

THIS may cerlify. (hat we Ihe subscribers are per- 
sonal lyaujuututed with Mr. A. B. ; and fnim a confi- 
dence in his inlegritv, and the uprightness of his In- 
tention, do cheerfully recommend and propose him aa 
I A proper catididate for the mysteries of Masonry. 
ReLiimmen.led by C. D. 
( .\ vouched for by E. F. 
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INTHODUQ-rlOV. 



ON OPENING AND CLOSING LODGES. 

THB ceremony of opening and closing a Lodge with ' 
solemnity and decorum, is universally ailmitted among 
Masons : and though the mode in sume Lodges may 
vary, and in every degree must, in sqne particulars, 
Htill an uniformity prevails in every Lodge; and the 
variations, if any, aie only occasioned by want «if 
method, which a little application might easily remove. 
To conduct tiiis ceremony with propriety, ought to be 
the study of every Klason, but more especially those 
who are called to officiate as officers nf the Lodge. 
To those of our brethren who are thus honoured, every 
•ye is naturally directed for propriety of conduct and 
whaviour ; and frain them, our brethren who are !ea» 
informed will especl an example worthy of imitation. 
From a share in this ceremony, no mason can be ex- 
Stnpted : it is a general concern, in wluch all must aa- 
flUt; the first notice of which is given by the W, M. 
with a request of Ae attention and asstslance of his 
brethren. No sooner has it been signified, than every 
officer repairs to his station, anil ihe brethren rank ac- 
cording to their degrees. The next object is to detect 
impostors among ourselves, and for this purpose re- 
course is had to our peculiar rites as masons. This 
object being accomplished, our next care is directed to 
the exiernal avenues of the Lodge, and the proper of- 
ficers, whose province it is to discharge that uuty, exe- 
cute their trust with fidelity, and by certain mystic 
forms, of no recent date, intimate that we may safely 
proceed. 

At opening the Lodge, twcv purposes arc wisely ef- 
fected ; the master is reminded of the dignity of char- 
acter which he is to maintain from the elevation of hia 
office, and the brethren of ihe reverence and respect 
due from Ihem in their sundry stations. These arc 
not the only advantages resulting from a due observ- 
ance of this ceremony s — the mind is drawn with reve- 
nntial awe to the Supreme Architect of the Univeree, 
~ld the eye fixed en Him wWi is tht <in\^ aaUwr «C 
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"Bfe and immortality. Here we are taught to worship 
anil adore tlie anpreme Jehovah, and te supplicate hi§ 
protectioD and aesistaoce in all our well inpant en- 
deavours. AftCT the cnstomary salutations, the master 
Sinnounces the Lwjge to be opened in due and ancient 
bnn. and assumes the government, and under him his 
waniens: the brethren with one accord unile in duty 
and respect, and the business of the meeting is conduct- 
ed with order and hannony. 

At the closing of a Locige, a similar- ceremonv lakes 
place as at opening ;— the avenues of the Lodge are 
guarded ; a reca^tulatien'of the duties of the officers 
IS rehearsed ; a prcoier tribute of gratitude is offered 
up to the Great Author of our e:(istence, and his bless- 
ing invoked and extended to the whole fraternity. 

If ii should t»e deemed necessHry that the Lodge be 
of>eneil in the seveml degrees, fiar aivitatch of busines*, 
when diat in the first decree shall have been finished, 
the W. Master, after due enquiry of die wardens and 
brethren, will pruclaini it to be his will >ind plea^are 
that the Itntered Apprentices decree be dispensed 
with for the purpose of opening on the Fellow Craft'i 
degree, and all who are not Fellow Crafts are requested 
to retire. V\ hen the necessary precautions are luken 
that none remain but those who are entitled tu this 
privilege, the nendnel is again reminded of his duty, 
and the Fellow Craft's decree opened in dne form. 
When the business in this degree shall have been fin- 
ished, the Lodge is dinpensed with, as in the first <ie> 
gree, and a Master's lAtdge opened in due form. Af- 
ter the buMness in the Master's Degree is flnishe'l. the 
L<idj^ is closed and the labours of the Felluw Ci^fl's 
resumed : if i>o*hing shiuld oSiir in thia degree, the 
Lodge U cliwed and the labours of (he Entered An- 
pienticea' resumed. Siiould nothing further oIlVi in 
tluH degree, the rerordu »r the evening having been 
read and approved, the Lodge is closed in due and an- 
cient form. 

These are but fuint outlines of the rerem'\\A«& «'^\\ci^ 
pri'vail among mawinK, in eicry <;ount.vy, uid *a!flt*' 
guJiJi ail iheir meetiugs. 
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INTBODUCTION. 



FORMS OF PRAYERS, CHARGES, &* 

.4 Prayer used on opening a Lodge. 
Most \io\y and glorious Liml God, the great Archl 
tect of the universe, the giver of all good gifts and gra- 
ces! Thou hast promised, thai " wfere twii or three 
are gatheri-d togetlier in thy name, thou will be in the 
midst of them, and bless tliem." In ihj name we as- 
lemble. most humbly' beseeching thee to bless us in all 
our undertakings, ihat we may know and serve thee 
ariglit, and lhat all our actions may tend to thy slory, 
ana to our advancement in knowledge and virtue. 
And we beseech ihee, <l Lord tiwi, to bless our pres- 
ent assembliag, and to illuminate our minds, through 
tlie iiiterti-B!iiim itf the Sun of Righteousness, tliat we 
may walk in the light of thy couriteoante ; and wheft 
the ti'ialn of uur pmliatinnary £tale are over, be admit- 
ted int.. THE TEMPLE "iiot made wilh hands. 
«ternal in the heavens." 

So mote it be. Amen. 

.^ Prayer «/ Gosing. 
Supreme Arrhilcrt of (he universe, accept our hum- 
ble praises for the nianr mercies and blessings which 
thj bounty has ciinferied on u;^, ami especially lor 'his 
frieudty and siiciul inlercourse. Pardon, we beseech 
tlftw, whatever thou hast seen amiss in us since we 
Ikiiebcen together j and cnotinue to us ihy preaeiice, 
,priiieciiun, and blessing Klake us sensible of Iha 
renewed obliiLitions ue are un<1er to love thee su- 
premely, and'i'i bi- frieniMs loearh other. May all 
our irregular j\i— ions be sul»lued, and may we daily 
JD ere!) Me in Faith, Hope, bthI Charily; but more es- 
peciallv in thai Chnriiy, whii.li is the bond of peace, 
and the perrec'inii of every virtue. May we so prac- 
tice thy prere|iiK, (ImiI, throiiah iheitierit'i iif the R«- 
-deenier, we may flrtally obl.iiii ihy utomises, and linil 
an entrunie ihiuugh the gales inio the temple and eitj 
''mir Ood. So tnutje it be. Amen. 
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'Benediction at Closing. 



M ay Ihe bleasiiis or Heaven rest qpon ub and all 
regular musuns ! May bratherly love prevail, and ev- 
ery moral and social virtue cenii'tit us ! 

8u mute it be. Amen. 

Charge at Closing. 
Brethhek, 

We are now about to quit (his sacred retreat of 
. friendship and virtue, to init again with the world. 



mitlst Its concern's and employments, foi^et not the 
duties which von'have heard so fre(|uentlv inculcatedj 
and go forcibly recommended in this Lodge. Be dili- 
gent, nmrieni, temperate, 'discreet Remember, that 
arounii this altar, ycju have promised to befriend and 
relieve every bri)ther, who shall need your assistance. 
You have prnniixed in the must friendly manner to re- 
mind him uf his errors, and aitl a refunnation. These 
generous principles are to extend further. Every hu- 
man being has n claim upon your kind offices. Do 
miod unto all. Recunnmenil it more"eispecially to the 
household of ihe faithful," Finally, brethren, be ye 
all of one mind ; live in peace ; anil mav the Go<] of 
love an(f j>eace delight to dwell with and bless you. 



RECOMMENDATIONS. 

[fotlbe iDfutnintion artfaase oftlie Fraleniity. xilh »haii> the . 
Author of lliit lUllc rolume hua nol hnil Ihc plen&iire o( la sc- 
quaintance, he would submit Ihe folloniiig, rrom n Jarge ntim- « 
berorCeriliicales, ill toslimony of his maiaoic qiuilificntibDa.] 

TO THE FRATERMTV OF FREE AND ACCEPTED 

MASONS THROUGHOUT THE UKITED STATES 

OF ^ORTH- AMERICA Gkeetink. 

KNOW VE, ThAlH*e,lhf unilcrtiened.hacihgriulf oiamin^d 
aurwaclby Cumraniou, Jkrkui L. Cross, do em] him »i>ll 
iitiU«d and correci in Ihe Leclurw kiul mnJe of workiiic in the 4 
thne Rral dpgrees of ^nacni Fret JUnmnry, as reeeiird, Muu- 
tianed, and directed lo he Inagbl, by Ihe severs! Grand Lodgea ,, 
•f NuwHaniiiEhire, A]ei<a«buiplU, Rhodr-hland, Conoeciicut, 
VmD»ul,New-yark,sodiVew-J<?rtP}. AUo, wiih <he LFrturei , 
■ad mode of working in the aeveral Degrees of Mark Maatpr, 
Faat Master, Ma«I Eicelleni Muter, and Royal Arcb Masuury, 
as lauctianrd and direclt'd Id be iBU|;hl by the OiBcert or the 
Geuerai Grand Ro.ynl Atch Chapter ul the Uniled Slatet ol' N. 
AittericH. We do iherclore Fheecrull; recODiDii-nd him aa fullj 

Dul; appreclaling Ihe ulili^ thnt would aiiie from a punter 
■nifurmity in our mode of working and Lrelnring; aod nt Ihe 
gond of Ihe INSTITUTION demni.ds )t : we do therefore earn- 
etlly recoiDmead to ihe whole Fn.ittliliirT, to receive, aani'tion, 
attd adopt ihe lamc. 

WiCieu our Honda. 
M. E and Hon. DEWTTT CLINTON, Gen. GranS Hish PrieM 
of Ihe Gen. Grand Rojal Arch Chapter of the (J. Stales of A- 
merica; alto Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Ti. York. * 
I M. E. HEHRV FOWLE, Esq, D. G. G H, PrirM of the G, G. 
I R. A, C. of Ihe V S. A i also Deputy Grand High Priest of 
I the Grand Chapter of Mawachu setts. 

f M. E, THOMAS SMITH WERB, Esq. P. D. G. G H, Priest of 

' the O. G R. A. C. of the V. S, A ; alio Past Grand Master 

of ihc Grand Lodge of Rhode- Island. 

M. E.JOHN SNOW, E.q G G. Kins of the G G, R. A. C of 

ihcD.S. A.; also G. H. Priest of Ihr Grand Chapter of Ohio. 

M. E- JOHN HART LYNDE, Esq, P. C, G. Kme of the G G. 

B. K. C. of Ihe 11- S. A. 1 alto Put Senior G. Warden of ilie 

I Graad Lodge of Coaa«cticBt> 
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t. E.PHILIP P. ECKEL, E; 

A C. of Ihf U S. A.; also I 

Chapter ol Maryland bikI D 
H. E. PETEH GRINNELL, Esq. G. G. (rei 

B. A, C ofihc U.-S A, 
M. B.'OTrS AMIDON.P. G. G. SecreUry of 

of Ih,: L', 9, A. 
M. W. JOHN HARRIS, Gmnd Matter, 
■'R. Wt ALBE CAUT, Senior G, Wiftlen, 
R. W &TEPHEi\ BLAKCHARD, Junior 

G. Wnrdeii, 
B. W. HORACE CH\SE,G Lrclurcr, 
M W. FRA.VCIP J OUVPR. G Master, 1 r .,. r- a 
R. W, J0n\ OIXWKI.L, Orpu.. G M I "V H T 

^vLe«f ''""'' '*^''"'"''' '""-^ ^ J M«:«I.Ucm, 
or Ibe Grand Lodge 

R, kV. L¥MA.N' Law, Deputy G Matter, 1 of Ibe Grnnil 
B. W THOMAS H. CUSUinC, Seuioi- G V LadgKiI 

Wirdrn, ^ Canueciiruti 

M. tV LEMUEL WHITNEY, G. Mnucr of the Gr^ndLodec 

m of V«mODt. 

■ifV. JAMF.S GILES, G. Mn>teror(be Grniid LoJgfiofNew- 



WE, the nndcrsipned, Offirpn lu tbe G'neral Grind Rojal 
Arch Clinpter of (he Vnitnl SiiIgb of AiDCricft, DU irPR"VE and 
RKCuiiriiEKD << Thu TruF Mu»nk Chart, or Uiemglypbii: Moni- 
loi," designed nnd arrauged by our worlhy Coaipiiiinn, Jxreht 
L. Cross, as cnlitled lo Ihe attealion and' uie of lh« Crnit ; be- 

bleuii, and enabling Ihr diligcnl Craftiiaan la BCcgiilre tlie Lec- 
luref in (he aeveral defers of JMJRni Fine Maianry. 
* K. E. DEWITT CLINTON, Ueneral Grand High PripX. 

I HENRY FOWLK, Drpuly Gen. Grand Higb Priest. 
JOHN SNOW, General Grand King. 
PHILIP P. ECKEL, General Grand Scribe. 
PETER ORIN NELL, General Grand Treaiurcr. 
JOHN ABBOT, General Grand Secretary. 
DAVID a. COWAN, GenpralJJ.sod Manilinl. 
JOHN KARRIS, Patt Gen Grand Maribal ; alia M. W 
G. Maiter of the Grand Lodge of New-Kampiliire. 
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16 RECOMMiENDATIONS. 



WE, the Subscribers, Officers of the Grand Royal Arch Chaj^* 
ter of Connecttcut, having examined " The Masonic Chart, <vc 
Hierog^lyphic Monitor," designed by our worthy Companion, R. 
W Jeremy L. Cross, for the use and instruction of the Craft, 
with pleasure recommend the same as a necessary and useful 
Manual for all Free Masons ; containing an elegant and com- 
prehensive view of all the Symbols used in Lecturing upon the 
several Degrees of Ancient Masonry. 

M. E. LYMAN LAW, G. H Priest. 

M. E. LABAN SMITH, D. G. H. Priest. 

E. DAVID DEMING, G King. 

E. THOMAS H. GUSHING, G. Scribe. 

Comp. HENRY CHAMPION, G. Treasurer. 

HORATIO G. HALE, G. Secretary. 

MENZIES RAYNER, G. Chaplain. 

SAMUEL Gf^EN, G. Marshal. 



Extract from the proceedings of the Most Worshipful Grand 
Lodge of Connecticut, May, A. L. 58^0. 

RESOLVED, That this Grand Lodge approve of the Masonic 
Chart, published by Brother Jeremy L. Cross, and recommend 
it to be used as a Masonic Text-Book in all the Lodges working 
under this jurisdiction. 

A true copy from the minutes. 

Attest— WM. H. JONES, G. Secretary. 



Extract from the proceed%nM£ of the Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of Connecticutf Jway, A. D. 1820, and of R, A, 
M. 23&0. 

RESOLVED, That this Grand Chapter approve of the Ma- 
sonic Chart, published by Companion Jeremy L. Cross, and 
recommend it. to be used as a Text-Book in the several Chapters 
Hnder their jurisdiction. 

Ji true copy from the minutes. 

Attest— £. GOODRICH JuQ. Grand Secretary. 
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ENTERED APPRENTICE'S 
DEGREE. 



SECTION FIRST. 

The first section consists of general heads; 
which, though short ami simple, carry weiy;ht with 
them, and qualify us to try ami exainioe the ri^U of 
others to our privileges, while they prove ourselves, 
It also accurately elucidates the mwle of initiating a 
candidate into our ancient order. 

A PraytT used at t/ie Iniliation of a Candidate. 

Vouchsafe thine aid. Almighty Father of the uni- 
versie, ti> this our present convention ; and grant that 
this candidate for nia^mry may dedicate an<l devote 
his life to ihy service, and become a true ami f«iilifnl 
brother among us! Endue him with a competency of 
thy divine Wisdom, that by the secrets nf our art he may 
be better enabled to disphy ihi; Beauties iif Holiness, 
to the honour of thy holy name I So mote it be. Amen. 

The following pssage of scripture is rehearsed dur- 
'~f tiie ceremony. 

? Behold ! how good and how pleasant it is for breth- 
dwelt tou^ther in unity : 
It is like ihe precious ointment upon the head, ihat 
m down ujMin the beard, even Aaron's beard, tliat 
ent down to the skirts of Ins )ra.t:n\i:M'. 
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As the dew of Herniim, and as tlie dew that de- 
scended uptm the mountiiinH nf Zian i liir there the< 
Lord commanded the blessing, even life fur evermore. 

Towards the close of the section is eKpUined that 
peculiar ensign of masitury the lamh-skin, w while 
lea'lier Opron, which io an emblem of innnceiire, and the 
badge of^ a rnastin ; inure ancient than the gulileii fleece 
or Runinn Eagle; more hnnnurable tlian the star and 
garter, or any iither order that coiild be conferreil unnn 
the candidate at that or anv future period, bj kmg, 
prince, potentate, nr any other person, except ne be a 
■jiDMrn ; and which every one ought to wear with pleas- 
ure to himself,- and honour to the fraternity. 

This section closes with an espl.ination of the work- 
ing to6ls, which are, the Iwmty-four inch gauge and 
the common gavel. 

The Iwrnfi/'fotir inch gnuge is an instrument used 
* by operative niasims ti> measujv and lay out Iheir 
work ; but we, a» free and accepted masons, are taught 
to make use of it for the more noble and glorious pur- 
p(Uie of dividing our time. It bein^ divided into 
tweiitv-four ei|ual parts, is emblematical of the 
twenty-four hours of the day, which we are taught to 
divide into three equal parts ; whereby are founiTeight 
hours for the service of God, and a distressed worthy 
brother; eii];ht for our usual vocations; and eight for 
refreshnienl and sleep. 

The common gave) is an instrumenf made use of by 
operative masons to break nIF the corners of rougii 
stimes. the better to fii ihem for the builder's use i but 
we, as free ami accepted masons, are taught to make 
use of it for the more noble and glorious purpose of di- 
vesting our hearts and conscienceii of all the vices and 
supcrflui'iesof life; ihercbv Ri'ing our mindsas living 
stnnes for that spiritual building, that liouse not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
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SECTION SECOND. 



le seconil section rationally accounts 
nony uf initiating a caoditJute into <mi- 
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^^ Tlie Badge of a Maian. 

^^Lft £very candidate, at his initiation, is presented with a 

^^fJinnb-nHin, or tohile teathfr apion. 

^V The lamb has in all ages bten deemed an emblem of 

^^ ttwoctnce : the lamh'Skin is iherefure to remind him 
of that purity of life and conduct, which is so essential- 
ly necessary to his gaining admission into the Celes- 
tittl Lodge abi'vc, where the Supreme Architect of the 
universe presides. 

SECTION THIRD. 

The third section explains the nature and principles 
oT our Constituiioii. Hei« also we i-cceive instruc- 
tions relative to ihe/ornt, supports, rovering.ftimitMTe, 
ornaments, lights, and jeweU of the Lodge, how it 
should be situated, and to whom dedicateit. 

From Bast to West, and between North and South, 
Fi'ee-Miisiinry extends ; and in every clime are m«- 
sons to be found. 

Uur institution is said to be supported by Tfudom, 
Sfrcnglh, and Beauty; because it is necessary that 
there shouhl be wisdom to contrive, stren^h to sup- 
port, anil beauty to adorn, all great and important 
undertalcin^. 

Its cotenne is no less than a clouded canopy, or a, 
starry -decked Heaven, where all ^d masons hope at 
last lo arrive, by the aid of the theological ladder, 
which Jacob, in his vi'^ion, saw ascending frotn earth tu 
heaven ; the three eW/tcipa/ roundt uf which are de- 
nominated Faith, llope, and Charily; and which atl- 
mnnioh ua ta have faith in God, ho^^ m vTOttwrtvAw^ , 
«nd L-haril/ to all inankimt. 



l6 MASONIC CHART. 
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Thej^atest of these is Charily; for our Faith may 
be lust in sight ; Hope ends in fruition ; but Charity 
extends bevond thegrave, through the boundless realms 

of eternity- J 

Rvery wcil-govemed Lodge is furnished with die 
Holy Bible, the Square, and tfie Compasata. 

The Holy Bible is declicaled to God ; the Square, 
to the Master ; and the Compasses, to the Craft 

The Bible is dedicated to 6od, because it is the in- 
estimable gift of God to man ; ** • the square to the 
roaster, because it is the proper masonic embi era of his 
offii^e ; and the compasses to the cruft, because, by a due 
attention to their use, they are taught to circumscribe 
theirdestrcs, and keep their passions within due bounds. 

I* The OmamenlB of a Lodge, are the Mosaic pave- 
I tnenl, the indented lesael, and the blazing star. The 
r JHosaic pavemail is a representation of the grounri 
floor of Kin» Solomon's temple; the inderUtit lesnet, 
that beautiful lesselated border, or skirting, which sur- 
rounded it ; and the blitzing alar in the centre, is com- 
memorative of the Star which appeared, to guide the 
wise men of tlie Bast to the place of our Saviour's 
uativity. 

The MiiuicpuKeninir is emblematical of human life, 
chequered with good and evil ; the beaitliful border 
which surrounds it, those manifold blesbing»and cum- 
.furts which surround us, and which we hope to enjoy 
by a faithful reliance iin Divine Providence, whicii is 
hiero^yphically represented by the blazing star in the 

The moveable and immotieableJev/t\a also claim our 
attention in this section. 

The rovg/i aMer is astone as taken from (he quar- 
rj in its rude and natural slate. 

The perfect ashkr is a stone made ready by the 
hands of the workmen, to be adjusted by tb« working 
. tfnAb >■{ iheJelbw Crafl. The Irestle-bmird'yt for U'e 
Httnler wurkiiian tu dr&w \m> i,t'i\^\%M'^\\. 




IKNTEHED Al'PRENTJCE. 1" 

u hy the rough athler, we are reminded of our rude 
ml imperfect state by nature ; by the perfr.et aikler, 
Aat state of perfection at which we hope to arrive by 
a virtuous education, our own endeavours, and the 



blessing of Gcd ; and by the Ireslle-board, we are also 
reminded, that as the operative workmao erects his 
temporal building agreeably to the rules and designs 
laid down by the master, on his trestle -board, m 
should we, both operative and speculative, endeavour 
to erect our spiritual building agreeably to the rules 
and designs laid down by the Supreme Architect of 
the universe, in the great Books of nature and revela- 
tion, which is uur spiritual, moral, and masonic tres- 
tle-board. 

Lodges were anciently dedicated to King ^lomon, 
as it is said he was the first Most EscelleSt Grand 
Master : Vet masons professing Christianity dedicate 
theirs to St John the Baptist, and St. John the Evan- 
gelist, who were two eminent Christian patrons of ma- 
sonry i and since their time, there is represented, in 
every regularand well-governed LoiJge, a certain /wm/ 
tcUkin a circle,* embonlered by two perpendicular par- 
allel iines, representing St. John the Baptist ana St. 
John the Evangelist; and upon the top rests tlie Holy 
Scriptures. In goinground this circle, we necessarily 
touch upon ttiese two lines, as well as the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; and while a mason keeps himself circumscrit>ed 
within their precepts, it is impossible that he should 
materially err. 

Of Brotherly Love. 

By the exercise of brotherly love, we are taught to 
regard the whole human species as one family; the 
high and low, tlie rich and poor ; who, as created by 
one Almighty Parent, and iuliahilants of the same 
planet, are to aid, supjwrt, and protect each other. 
On this principle, masonry unites men of evenr coun- 
try, sect and opinion, aim conciliates u-uc frieiidship 

' Ttiv paial mprrtents »n iadiiiiJuatWoibct ', ia«tSa^'*»*>* 
Vnandar/ lioi, beyond which he a Hev« Ui t»S«c Viw v«i'«A!*«», 
irputimi (a betny Iiiw. _ . 
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amoDg tliose who might othei'wige liave remiiined at & 
perpetuitl distance. 

Of Relief. 

To relieve Ihe dietreBsed, is a dutj incumljent on all 
Men ; but particuUrl; on masuDs, who are lioked to- 
gether by an indissuluble chain of sincere afi'ectioti. 
To soothe the unhappy; to syinpafhize with their 
misrortuiies; to compassionate their miseries, and to 
restore peace to their troubled minds, is the great aim 
we have in view. On tliis basis, we form our friend- 
ships and establish our connections. 

\ Of Truth. 

Truth is a divine attribute, and the foundation of ev- 
ery virtue. To be good and true, is the first lesson we 
are taught in masonry. On this theme we contemplate, 
and by its dictates endeavaur to regulate our conduct : 
hencej while influenced by this principle, hypocrisy 
and deceit aie unknown among us; sinceri^ and 
plain dealing distinguish us ; and the heart and 
twiEue join iu promoting each other's welfare, and re- 
joicing in each other's prosperity. 

V An Explanation of the four Cardinal YntTOES ; 

which are, Temi-erance, Fobtituob, Puudenck, 

and Justice. 

Of Temperan<:e. 

Temperance is tliat due restj-aint upon our afi'ec- 
lions and passions, which renders the body lame and 
governable, ami frees the mind from the allurements of 
vice. This virtue should be the constant practice of 
every mason ; as he is (hereby taugiit to avoid cxcesa, 
or contracting any licentious or vicious habit, the in- 
dulgence of which might lead him to dischisc ?ome of 
those valuable sectets, which he has promised to con- 
ceal and never reveal, and which would consequently 
Bubject him to the contempt and detestation of tul goad 
AiMons. * * * • • 
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Of Forliluilt. 
Fnrlitude is that noble anil stead; purpose of the 
m'mil, whereby we are enabled to undergo anj pain, 
peril, or danger; wheo prudentially deemed expedient 
Tliis virtue ib equally distant from raahness uiid cow- 
ardice ; and, like the furmer, ehnuld l>e deeply impres- 
sed upim tbe mind oF every nia§on, as a safe-guard or 
security against anr illegal attadc that may be made, 
by force or otherwise, lo extort from him any of lliose 
valuable secretB with which hehas been so solemnly in- 
irusied, and which were emblematically represented 
upon his first admission into the Lodge. ' * * * * 

Of Prudenet. 
Prudence teaches us to regulate our lives and ac- 
tions agreeably to the dictates of rettsoii, and is that 
habit by which we wisely Judge, and prudeutially de- 
termine, on all things relative to our present as well ae 
to our future happiness. This virtue should be thepe- 
^wliar characteristic of every mason, not only fur the 
Mpvemmenl nf his conduct while in the LudgCi but 
nlso when abroad in the world. It should he partiuu- 
" uriy attended to, in all strange and mixed cnmnnnies, 
never to let fall the least sign, token, w word, nhereby 
tJie secrets of masoary might be unlawfully obtained. 

Justice is that standard, or boundary of right, which 
1 Wiahles us to render to every man his just due, with- 
. wrdisiinction. 'I'hia virtue is not only consilient with 
', divine and human laws, but is Oie very cement and 
ggppert of civil society ; and a^i juatirc in a crent meas- 
I itrr consliiutes the real i^aoA man, so shouTd it be the 
J invariable practice iif everv uuson, never tu deviate 
\ 'itnm the minutest prinuples lliercof. * * * • * 

The illuiiratinn of these virtues is accompanied 
" h some ;|?;ueral ubservAttons peculiac (o TOasmws, 
e venwation is also paid tm oat dutwaX. ijb.w^iw*. 



30 MASQNIt; e:hart. 

CRARGE at in'aUuwniido ikt First Degree. 
BRoTHea, 

As yon are now introduced into the first princi- 
ples of luasuiirv, 1 rongraHiIiiie jou on being ac- 
cepted into this ancient and honourable order : — 
ancient, as having subsisted from lime immemorial, 
and honourable, as lending, in eveiy particular, 
so lo render all men who will be conformable to 
its precepts. Nn institution was ever raised on a 
better piinciplc, or more solid foundation ; nor 
were ever more excellent rules and useful max- 
ims laid down, than are inculcated in the several 
masonic lectures. The greatest and best of men, 
in all ages, hav^ been encouragers and promoters 
of the art ; and have never deemed it derogatory 
to their dignity, to level themselves with the fra- 
ternity, extend their privileges, and patronize their 
assemblies. There are three great dnties, which, 

■ as a mason, jou arc charged to inculcate — to God, 
your neighbour, and yourself. To God, ■ in nev- 
er mentioning his name, btii with tliat reverential 
awe which is due from a creature to his Creator ; 
to implore his aid in all your laudable under- 
takings, and to esteem iiim as the chief good : — ' 
to your neighbour, in acting upon the square, and 
doing unto him as you wish he should do unto 
you : — and to yourself, in avoiding all irregularity 
jmd intemperance, whicli may impair your facul- 
ties, or debase the dignity of your profession. A 

zealous attachment to these duties, will insure pub- 
^uvate esteem. 
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F, In the State, you are to be a quiet and peace- 

I idl subject, true to your goverament, and just to 

lour country ; you are not lo countenance dis- 

(yalty or rebellion, but patiently submit to legal 

Uilhoritv, and conform with cheerfulness lo the 

nenl of ihe country in which you live. 

In your outward demeanour, be particularly careful 

to avoid censure or reproach. 

Althougli your frequent appearance at our reg- 
ulax meetings is earnestly solicited, yet it is not 
meant ihat masonry should interfere with your ne- 

Peessary vocations ; for these are on no account to 
Be neglected ; — neither are you to suffer your zeal 
WOT the insiitudon to lead you into argument with 
those who, through ignorance, may ridicule it. 

At your leisure hours, that you may improve in 
masonic knowledge, you are to converse with well 
informed brethren, who will be always as ready to 
give, as you will be ready to receive, instruction. 
Finally, keep sacred and inviolable the myste- 
bries of the order; as these are to distinguish you 
nm the rest of the community, and mark your 
Oisequence among masons. If, in the circle of 
rour acquaintance, you find a person desirous of 
Jnng initiated into masonry, he particularly at- 
tntive not to recommend him, unless you are con- 
inced he will conform lo our rules ; thai the hon- 
'par, glory, and reputation of the institution, may 
be firmly established, and tlie world at l3jcu,c cs 
vinced of its good effects. 



FELLOW-CRAFT'S DEGREE, 



SECTION FIRST. 

The first secti'jn recapitulates the ceremony of 
initiation into this class; and instructs the diligent 
craftsman how to proceed in the proper arrangement 
of the ceremonies used on the occasion. It should 
therefore be well understood by every officer and 
m ember of the Lodge. 

Amos vii. 7, 8. 

** Thus he shewed me ; and behold the Lord stood 
"upon a wall made by a plumb-line, with a plumb-line 
in his hand. And the Lord said unto me, Amos, what 
seest thou ? And I said, A plumb-line. Then said the 
Lord, Behold, I will set a plumb-line in the midst of my 
people Israel : 1 will not again pass by them any more." 

The working tools of a fellow -era ft a re .here introdu- 
ced and explained ; which are the plumb, square, and 
level. 

The plumb is an instrument made use of by opera- 
tive masons, to raise perpendiculars ; tlie sqftare, to 
square the work ; and the level, to lay horizontals ; 
but we, as free and accepted masons, are taught to make 
use of them for more noble and glorious purposes : 
The plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in our 
several stations before God and xu^n* ^iquantx^ wit ae- 
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fions \>y the square nf virliie, ami reiueinberina that we 
are riavelling upon the Ifvel at iiioe, tu " that uiiilia- 
covered country, fruui whuae bourne no traveller re- 
tnma," 

SECTION SECOND. 

^The eecDtiil section of llua degree refers In the origin 
T the iiiKtitullon ; anJ views niaiMHiry under i.»o ile- 
Hiii natiiiTi.-, <i|ieralivG au<l apeculiLtive. I he yinoi 
ipulaieil Tor rewHrding ment, is here fixed ; ami the 
^mildble moral Id whi^ t)iat oircumstauce ulluiles, w 
liiiued. The celeiilial and terresirial gliibes are 
sidered ; and here the uccomplit^hed mason maj 
fcplay his Uilents tu advantage, in elui^iUatiiig the 
jfderto/ ^rchilfclurt, the Seimes iif human naiui'e, 
fetl the iiliei-al -irta and Seimces, vthivb are iievcrKlljr 
9sed in a regular arrangement. 

Maaimry is consiilereii under two denominations; 
operative and speculative. 

Operative Masonry. 

Bv operative masonry, we allude in a proper applica- 

iif the uaeful rules of archtlecture, whence a >truc- 

'will derive figure,Eitren^lh, and beauty, and whence 

rill result a due prurnirtinn and u just correspondence 

^ Dall its parts. It lurnit'hes ua Mith dwelling, and 

( convenient shelters frura the vicissitudes and incleui' 

L «ni'ieB of geasims : and while it disttiays the effects of 

human wisdom, as well In the cliuice, as in ihe ar- 

. ..nuigeuient, (jf the nundiy miiteiials of uhicb an edifice 

'(ji composed, il denmnsirates that a fund of science 

V<And industry is implanted in inaD, for the best, most 

Viluiary, and beoeficenl pur|>osea. 

Specvtalive Mtmonry, 

By speculative masourv. we learn to nubilue Hie pas- 

^iis, act upon the square, keeji a linv^«e vV -yj-s^ t«.- 

port, niMDtain secrecy, &nd pvit'ivGft tWtvVj- >x >» 
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so Tar interwove D with religion, as to lay us underobli- 
galioii tu |iny ihat ntionul Iiuma^ (i) the Deity, wbich 
at mice constitutes oar duty ami our happiness. It 
leads the contetnplarive to view, with reverence and 
ad mi rati 1 1 ti, the gtoriuus wurk>> of creation, and inspires 
him with the most exulted ideas uf the perfections of 
his divine Creator. 

In na days, God created the heavens and the eartit, 
and rested upon the seventh da* ;~-the seventh, there- 
fore, our ancient brethren cunsecratetl as a day of rest 
from their laUns ; thereby enjoying fretjuent opportu- 
nities to contemplate ihe glorious workis uf creation, 
and to adore iheir great Creator. 

Peace, Unity, and Plenty, are here introduced and 
explained. 

The ne\t is the doctrine of the Spheres in the 
Bcience of Astronomy, introduced and considered. 

k Of the Globes. 

The Globes are two aTlifidal ajtd tpherical bodies ; 

on ihe convex mirface of which an rrprenmlal, the 
covnlritt, sras, anil various parts of Ihe mrlh, Ihe face 
of the heavens, Ihtylanttary revolutions, and otkcrpar- 
HculuTs. 

The Use of Ihe Globes. 

Their principal use, besiile serving as maps to dis- 
tinguish the outward parts of the earth, and the ntua- 
Hon of ihe fiied stars, %s to Uluntrale and explain the 
phenomena arising from the annual revolution, and 
the diurnal rotation, of the earth round its own axis. 
They are the noblest Instruments for improving the 
minil. and giving il Ihe moat distinct idea ofanu pro- 
blem or proposition, as well as enabling it to solve the 
same. Contemplating these bodies, we ore in-ipired 
with a due reverence for the Deity and his icurk/i, and 
are induced to encourage the slvdies of astronomy, 
ffeogri^hy, and navigation, and Ike arts aependent on 
"' rn, by which sonety Ivu been bo mucK ben«Jiu«f. 



Afl tiie five Orders of Arcliitecture are coDsiilered in 
this section, a brief descriptiuD of them may not be 
improper. 

Of Order in ^rckitccturt. 
By ortler in architecture, is meant a system of all 
the members, proportions, and ornaments of columns 
and pilasters ; — or, it is a regular arrangement of ihe 
projectiug parts of a building, wbich, united with tliose 
of a column, form a beoulilul, perfect, and complete 
whole. 

■ OfitiAmiquiti). 

Vvrora the first formatiDii of society, order in ai'chi- 

■ tecture may be traceil. When the rigour of seasons 
obliged men to contrive shelter from the inclemencgr 
of the weather, we learn that tliey first planted tre«g 
on end, and then laid others acrueti, to support a 
covering. The bands which connected those trees at 
top and bottom, are said to have given rise to the idea 
of tite base and capital of pillais ; and fiiim this sim- 
ple hint uri^nally proceeded the more improved art of 
architecture. 

The five Orders are thus classed;— the Tuscan, 
Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Composite. 

The Tnson 
/« (lie mott timplr and solid of Ihe Jivt orders, it 
wot invented in Tiittany, whence it derives il» namt. 
Tie rimpiiah/ of the cmtstnictiim of this column ren- 
ders it eligible where grnameiU would be superfluous. 

The Doric, 
ffTtich is plain and natural, is Ihe most ttneienl. and 
was invenlat by the Greeks. Its cofiann ii 'igkt 
diameters high, and hae seldom uny ornaments on base 
or rupUal, except tnovtdings ; thuuph the frieze is ;(ii- 
lingifishcJ fty triglypha aiiu n.!?fope» ; anA I'rt^Vjj*** : 
compote Ihe oniamt^ of thejriexr.. 
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The Doric is the beat proportioned of nil the orders. 1 
The ieveral parts of which it i» eoftiposed, are founded 
»nthe natural ponHon of solid bodies. Initsjirstin- 
rention, it was moTt simple than in its present state, Jn 
i^ter times, when it began to be adorned, it gained the ■ 
name of Doric ; for when it was conutueted in Utpri- M 
mitive and sinMeform, the name of Tuscan ivaa con- ^ 
ferred onm. Hence the Tuscan precedes the Doric in T 

»Tank, on accownt of its resemblance to that pillar in its 
original state. 
The Ionic 
Sears a kind of mean proportion between the more 
solid and delicate orders, Jls column is nine diameters 
high ; its capital is adorned with volutes, and its cor- 
nice has dentals. Tliere is both delicacy and in- 
genuity displayed in this pillar ; the invention of 
which is attributed to the lonians, as the famous tem- 
ple of Diana at Ephesus was of this order. It is said 
to have been formed after the model of an agreeabk 
young woman, of an flcgant shape, dressed in her 
hair; as a contrast to the Doric order, which was for- 
med after that of a strong, robust man. 

^. The Corinthian, 
The richest ^ the five orders, is deemed a master- 
piece of art. Its column is ten diameters high, and Us 
capital is adorned with two rows of leaves, and eight 4 
volutes, which sustain the abacus. The frieze is or- ' 
aamented with curious devices, the cornice with dentals i 
and modHHons. This order is used in stately and • 
tuperb alntctures. 

Of tlie Invention of this Order. 
Jt was invented at Corinih, by Callimac/ais, wfu) is 
said to have taken lite hint of the capital of ih%sj0ar 
from thefoUowing remarktMe circumstance. Acri^lad- 
ally passing by the tomb of a young lady, heperceieeU 
a basket of toys cowled with tile, placed m>er an «b»i 
/Xia root, having been left (hereby her i\uTSt, JU(fi 
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Tgrew vp, thty encompitssed the basket, till, 
^arriving at the tile, they met with an obilmction, and 
y JtmX downwards. Callimackvs, slruck with the objeiU, 
fMt about imitating the figure : the vase of the capital he 
~ \dtlo represent the basket i the abacus the tile f and 
■ volutes the bending leaves. 

The Composite 
', Is contpoumled of the other orders, and was con- 
W^ by the Jlomans. Its capital has the two rows 
\f leaves of the Corirtlhian, auft the volutes^ the Ionic. 
ft column has ijuarler-rowuls, as the 7\iscan and 
/Jofic order : is ten diameters high ; and its cornice 
has ikntals, or simple moiUUons. This pillar is gen- 
erally found in buildings oAerc strength, elegance and 
beauty are displayed. 

I| Of t!ie InvcatioD of Order id Architecture. 
w The ancient and original orders of arf*^l"'lf*re re- 
IHbtrerf by masons, are no more than three ; llie Doric, 
Ubnic, ami Corinthian, which were invented by the 
■greeks. To theae the Roiaans liave adiled two ; 
Hte 7\isean. uikich they ntfile plainer than the Doric f 
Kfid the Catmtasitt, wh^h was mtre ornamental, if not 
mBfire beautiful, t/tan lie CortRJ^^ 1^ first three or- 
Wgrs alone, Itowevrr, show aWMron and particular 
wbuiraeler. ami essentially differ frvm each other; the 
Pten' othrfx linve nothing but what is borrowed, and 
Liiffer onljf acddenlally : the Tuscan is the Doric in 
CVc earliest stale : and the Composite is the Corinthian 
^^riehed with the Ionic. To tiie Greeks, tlierefore, 
bud [Kit tu Ihe Uaiiiaus. arc we indebted for what ]« 
Mreat. jadiciims and distinct, in architecture. 

ffif the Five Senses of Human Nature, which aie. 
B Hkauug, Si;:kimg, Ff.ei.inc Smklung, and 

■ Tastikc. 

H Hearing 

■ h ll'ut scvsr bi/ whieh we (/fsltngui&K kum.wU, onA 
UlV ra/'oik of enjogitig all (Ac ogrecabU cWmw oj 



H »usk. By it tee are enabled to enjoy the pleasures 
^R /fff tocieti/, and reciprocally to commuJiicale to each 
^^^^'pther our thoughts and intentioru, our pujTiasetand 
^V ^detires ; k/iHb Ikut our reason i> capable of exerting 
B iU utmost paicer and energy. 

The leiie and beneficent Author of Tfuture tnlend- 
ed, by the formation of this sense, that we should be 
social creatures, and receive the greatest cmd most im- 
portant part of our knmehdgc by the information of 
others. For these purposes, wc arc endoieed with 
iearhtg, that by a proper exertion of our raiionalpme- 
ers, ovr happiness may be conipkte. 

■ Seeing 

la that sense by which vie disfinguisk objects^ and 
in an instant of time, without change of place or tittia- 
•fsn, view armies in battle array, figures of the most 
stately ttraclwres, and allthe agreeable variety display- 
edin We landscape of nature. By this *f nse, we find 
aar way tm-ibe pathless ocean, traverse the globe of He 
earth, determine ita figure and dimensions, and (&/m- 
eate any region or quarter of it. By it me measure the 
planetary orbs, and make new discoBeries in the sphere 
of the fixed stars. Nay, marc ,■ by tt use perccioe the 
tempers and dispositions, the poggians and affections, of 
our feUow-creatw-es, when they wish most to conceal 
them ; so that though the tongue Ttay be taught to lie 
and dissemble, tlte countenance would display the hy- 
patrisy to the discerning eye. In fine, the rays of 
Sght, which administer to this sense, are the most ae- 
lotlMing part of the animated creation, and render 
the eye a peculiar object of admiration. 

QfttU the faculties, sight is the noblest. The sftve- 
ture of the eye, and its appurtenances, evince the ad- 
mirable contrivance nf nature for performing all its 
various external and internal motioiu ; lehile the va- 
riety dUplayed in the eyes of different animals, suited 
to their several ways of life, clearly demotistrates this- 
Drgon to hr fhr inaxlrr ■piece of NaUirc^s iirofk. 
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^^ Feeling 

h that ariisc hi/ which we dulingidsh the different 
qualities of bodies .- sucA as heat and cold, hardness, 
and sofiness, roughness, and smoothneis, Jigure, »n- 
lidit^, tnotioH, and exteTuaon. 

These three senses, Hearing, Seeing, and Feeling, 
moat revei'ed among masons. 

Smelling 

h that sense, by which we dialinguith odours, the 
various kinds of which convey different impressions to 
the miml. Animal and vfgetable bodies, and indeed 
most other bodies, while exposed to the air, continually 
send forth e^uvia of vast Stilly, as well in the state 
of life and growth, as in the ttate of fermentation and 
pvlrefaclion. These effluvia being drawn into Ike 
nostrils along with the air, are the means by which all 
bodies are smelled. Hence it is evident that there in a 
manifest appearance of design in the great Crenior's 
having planted the organ of smell in the inside of that 
canal, through which the air continually passes i 

mtion. 

Tasting 
1(8 to make a proper distinction in the c m 
af our food. The organ of this sense guards the w- 
Irancr of the nlimenlari/ canal, as thai of smelling 
guards the entrance of the canal for respiration. From 
the situation of both these organs, it is plain that they 
2Pere intended by nature la distinguish wholetomt food 
from tltat which in aameous. Enery thing that enters 
into the stomach, inuat undergo the scrutiny of tasting i 
and by if we are citable of discerning the changes 
which the same budy undergoes in the different compo- 
sitions of art, co'ikery, ehtmistry, pharmacy, ^c. 

Smelling and lasting ore inseparahly connected; 
and it IS by the unnatura/ kind of life mm co/o/Hiin/y 
lead hi Hiicifiy. Ihul thrH neasen are rmiUttd \«*» ^\^ 
per/brm their natural o£iteti. 
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I Of the Seven Liberal Aita and Sciences ; — ^which are, 
Gkammar, Rhetoric, Loeio, Abithmetio, Ge- 
OMBTRT, Mvsic, and Astuondmv. 

Grammar M 

Teache* llie proper arran^emenl of worih, according >% 

^ lo the idiom or iHakcl of any particular people ; and I 

», tkal excellency of pronutidation, which enables us lo 

tpeak or write a language with accuracy, agreeably t» 

reason and correct usage. 

Rhetoric 
Teaches vslo speak copiously and fluently on any 
subject, not merely with propriety alotie, but withaHlhe 
advantages of force and elegance, wisely contriving lo 
captivate the hearer by streiigth of argument and 
beauty of expression, whether it be to trUreat or exhort, 
te a^onish or applaud. 

Logic 
Teaches us to guide our reason discretionally ia the 
general knowledge of things, and directs our inqairies 
efter truth. It consists of a regular train of argu- 
ment, whence we infer, deduce and conclvde, according 
to certain premises laid down, admitted, or granted} 
and in it are employed the faculties of conceiving, 
judging, reasoning and disposing ; all of which are 
naturally led on from one gradation to another, tilt the 
point in question is finally determined. 

I Arithmetic 

f Teaches the powers and properties of numbers, which 
If variously effected, by letters, tables, figures, and 
instruments. By this art, reasons and demonstrations ' 
are given, for finding out any certain nntnber, whose 
relation or affinity to another is already known or dis- 

, covered. 



Geomelry. 

Geometry ticals of ilie powers and prnpcriies of 
inagnitucles in i^enei'al, wheie leiiglh, breadth, and 
thickness, are conijiilered, from a point to a line, 
frum a line lu a superBciee, and from a supL'i&cies to 
.1 solid. 

A point is a dimendonless figure ; or an indivisible 
part of a space. 

A tine is u point continued, and a figure of one ca- 
pacity, namely, lenglli. 

A siijKrliciesis a figure of two dimensions, namely, 
lengili, and breadth. 

A suljd is a fiijure of three dimensions, namely, 
ItMiglh, breadth, and thickness. 

0/lIit Moanfagti of Geonitfry. 

By tliis science, the architect is enabled to construct 
his plans, and esecutc his designs ; ihe general to ar- 
mnge his soldiers : the geo^ra{>licr to siveus the di- 
mensions of the wtirid, and all things therein conrtiin- 
ed J to delineate the ejient of seas, ami specify Ihe 
divisions of empires, kingdoms and provinces. By it, 
also, the astronomer is enabled to make his observa- 
tions, and lo fix the duration of lime and seasans, 
yeaia and cycles. 

In fine, geometry is Ihe foundation of architecture, 
and Die root of the mathentatlcs. 

Music 

^^TcficAft the art of forming ronrordK. to at to com- 
^^^ dtiichtfiil horviniitj, bi/ a tnathimatical and ipro- 
^/brtionol nrrangmieHt qf acutf, grfiee, find mixed 
^%niniU. Tkit art. by a aeriea ^ rxperiments, U redu- 
ecrf lot dpm iniiratiff trirarp, mill regpfcl iottmet nnd 
thr initrva Ig nf Mtttid. Ii ini/iiirpis into the tialure of 
conriirdii and diicoriU, anit enulileit an lo find out the 
bflieetv thtm iiy nvmhers. 
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Astronomy 

Is that divine art, hy which we are taught to read the 
wisdom, strength and beauty, of the Almighty Creator, 
in those sacred pages, the celestial hemisphere. 

Assisted by astronomy, we can observe the magni* 
tudes, and calculate the periods and eclipses of the 
heavenly bodies. By it, we learn the use of globes, the 
system of the world, and the preliminary law of nature. 
While we arc employed in the study of this science, we 
must perceive unparalleled instances of wisdom and 
goodness ; aitd, through the whole creation, trace the 
glorious Author by his works, 

[Here an emblem of Plenty is introduced and ex- 
plained.] 

Of the Moral Advantages of Geometry, 

Geometry, the first and noblest of sciences, is the 
basis on which the superstructure of masonry is erect- 
ed. By geometry, we may curiously trace Nature 
through her various windings, to her roost concealed 
recesses. Bj it, we may discover the power, the wis- 
dom and the goodness of the Grand Artificer of the 
universe, and view with delight the proportions which 
connect this vast machine. 

By it, we may discover how the planets move in 
their difteient orbits, and demonstrate their various 
revolutions. By it we account for the return of sea- 
sons, and the variety of scenes which each season dis- 
plays to the discerning eye. Numberless worlds are 
around us, all framed by the same Divine Artist, 
which roll through fhe vast expanse, and are all con- 
duced by the same unerring law of nature. 

A survey of Nature, and the observations of her 
beautiful proportions, first determined man to imitate 
the divine plan, and study symmetry and order. This 
gave rise to societies, and birth to every useful art. 
The architect befran to design ; and the plans which he 
laid d«>\\ n, being iniproved by experience and lime, have 
produced works which are the «L*im\Y'A.V\Q\vQi^cs«c'^^jgi. 



uid the ilevaBtatJons of war, have kid wasle and de- 
'stroyed many valuable- munumeDts of antiquity ; an 
which theutmu-it exertions of human genius have been 
employed. Even the temple of Solumun, go spacious 
and aiagnihcent, and constructed by so many celebra- 
ted artists, e»uped not the unsparing ravages of bar- 
terous force. Free -Masonry, notivitli standing, has 
still survived. The alletHwE Ear receives the sound 
from the inslruclive 'Dengue : and the mysteries of 
Ifree-mBsonry tre sufely lodged in the rcposilury of 
fail/^ul BreasU. Tools and instrunienia vf architect- 
ure, and f^nibolic emblems, most expressive, are se- 
lected byiine frkternity, to imprint on the 'mind wise 
and serious truths ; and tlius, fhroudi a succeesion of 
ages, are transmitted, unimpaired, the most excellent 
tenets of our institution. 

'■CHARGE at pasting to Iflt Degree of Fellow 

Craft. 
Brothbb — 

Being passed to the B(coDd degree of masonry, 
we congratulate you on your preferment. The in- 
ternal, and not the external qiialifications of a m^, 
«re what masonry regards. As you increase in 
knowledge, you will improve iii social intercourse, 
unnecessary, to rccapitnkte the duties 
which, as a mason, you are bound to dincha^^, or 
to enlarge on the necessity of a strict adherence to 
them, as your own experience initst have estal)- 
' lished llieir value. Our lawswid regulations yoi 
itre strenuously to support ; and be always ready 
t> assist in seeing them dtdy executed. Von ; 
pnltinte, or aggravate, the oflcoce& ot 'J^s'm 
; but in the decUinn ot sveTy Vt«sv*^ 
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against our rules, you are to judge with caitdour, 
admonish with friendship, and reprehend wifft jus- 
tice. 

The study of the liberal arts, that valuable 
branch of education, which tends so effectually to 
polish and adorn the mind, is earnestly recommen- 
ded to your consideration ; especially the science 
of geometry, which is established as the basis of 
our art. Geometry, or masonry, orignally synony- 
mous terms, being of a divine and moral nature, 
is enriched with the most useful knowledge : while 
it proves the wonderful properties of nature, it 
demonstrates the more important truths of morality. 

Your past behaviour and regular deportment 
have merited the honour which we have now con- 
ferred ; and in your new character, it is expected 
that you will conform to tlie principles of the or- 
der, by steadily persevering in the practice of ev- 
ery commendable virtue. Such is the nature of* 
your engagement as a fellow craft, and to these 
duties you are bound by the most sacred ties. 




- SECTION FIRST. 

The ceremony of raising to the sublime degree 
iif Manler Maaoti, is particuluj'ly speciliett, and otliei' 
useful instructions are given m this branch of the 
ieclure. 

The following passage of sgriplure is introduced 
during the ceremonies: 

" Remember now ihy Creator in the dajs of tlij 
vouth, while the evil dayH cume not, nor llie years 
draw nigh, when thou shah say, I have no pleasure in 
thein ; while the sun, or the light, or the moon, or tfce 
stars, l>c not darkened, noi' the clouds return after ftc 
rain ; in the day when the keepers of the house thall 
tremble, and the stroae men shall bow them ■'elves, and 
the grindera cease because they are few, and those 
tliat look out of the windows be darkened; and die 
1I001-4 shall be shut in the sfreels, when the sound ol* 
the grinding is biw ; and he shall rise up at the vnict^ 
of the bird, and all tliu dnughtera of music shn'\ be 
^h«l)|Jit low. Also, when tlicy shall be afraid ol vtaN, 
^^HA is high, ati(i Teart shilVVic \n v\\«. «vn, «^w^ '^°^ 

^ ■■■ 






hlmond-tree shall flourisli, aod tht; grasshopper (Aiall 
, be a burden, and desire e:hall fail ; because uian goeth 
his long hume, and ihe mourners go about the 
streets : <ir ever the silver cord be loreed, or ihe golden 
bowl he broken at the I'ouutain, ur Die wheel broken at 
the cistern. Then shall the dust return to the earth 
M it was; and the spirit sliall return unto God who 
gave it" ■ 

The working tools of a muster maaon are all the 
implemeutd of masonry indiscriminately, but more 
especially the trowel. 

The UBOWKL is an instrument made use of by 
operative masons, to spread the cement which onites a 
building into one common mass; but we, as free and 
accepted masons, are (auj^t to make use of ii for the 
more noble and glorious purpose of spreading tbe 
cement of BnoTHi-.KLY LOVE and after tion ; (hat cement 
which unites its into one sacred band, or society of 
friends and brolhera, among whom no conlention 
should ever esist, hut that noble contention, or rather 
emulation, of who can best work, or best agree. 

SECTION SECOND. 

This section recites tlie historical traditions nf the 
flnler, and presents to view a finished picture, of tlie 
utmost consequence lo the fraternity. It exemplifies 
an instance of virtue, fortitude, and integrity, unpar- 
idleled in the history of man. 



Thou, Gnd! knowest our down-sitting and i 
up-rising, and understandest uor th'iughi^ atJK off. 
Shield ftnd defend us from ihe evil iolentiona of our 
ememiea, aaA support Ufa wv&bt IW ^b.\& keA tA^sAiuu 
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^eare destiiied to endure, while travelling throu^i 
ttiis vale of tears. Man that U born of a woman, is of 
few days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth as a 
flower, and is tut down ; he fleeih also as a shadow, 
and continueth not. Seeing his days are determined, 
the number of his montha are with thee, thou hast ap* 
pointtHl his bounds that he cannot pass : turn from 
him timt he may rest, till he shall accomplish his day; 
For there ia hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it 
will sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof 
will not cease. But man dieth and wasteth away ; 
yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is he t As 
the waters fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth 
and di'ieth up, so man lieth down, and riseth not up 
till the heavens shall be no more. Tet, Lord 1 have 
compassion on the childi-en of thy ci-eation ; adminis- 
ter them comfort in time of trouble, and save them 
with an everlasting salvation. 

So mote it be. Amen. 

Ki SECTION THIRD. 

''Ehe third section illuatrates certain hleroj^lyphical 
emblem.t, and inculcates many useful lessons, to extend 
knowledge, and promote virtue. In this branch of die 
lecture, many particulars relative lu king Solomon's 
—" inple are noticed. 

rhis famous fabric was supported by fourfec* 
Jndred aqd fifty -three columns, and two thousand 
ine hundred and sii pilasters ; all hewn fr»m the 
nnesl Parian marble. There were employed in its 
LuUding, three Grand Masters; three ihouKand three 
liundred overseers of the work ; eighty thousand Fel- 
^^laur Crafis, or liewers on the mounlsins and in the 
^■UMiTies : and seventy thousuid E(llcT«d \^'Qv*i».'Ctu&%, 



lecture, 

^Hndrei 
■Rie hi 
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Tht Three Steps, 
Usually delineated upon the master's carpet, ktu 
emblema'ical uf the three principal stages uf human 
life, til., youlk, manhood, and a^e. In voutA, as en- 
tered aporenlices, we ought industriously to occupy 
•ur minilsin the attainment uF useful knowledge: in 
manhood, as fellow crafts, we should apply our know]> 
edge to the discharge of our respective duties to God, 
•ur neighbors, and ourselves; that so, in d^-e, as master 
masons, we may enjoy the happy reflections consequent 
on a well-spent life, and die in the hope of a f^orious 
rmmortalily. 



The Pot oflncmse 
Is an emblem of a pure heart, which is always i 
! to the Deity; and, asthisglo% 



acceptable sacrifii ... 

with fervent heat, so should our hearts continually 
jrlow with gratitude to the gi'eat beneficent Author of 
our existence, for the manifold blessings and comforts 
we enjoy. 

The Bee Hive 

Is an emblem of industry, and recommends the 
practice of that rirtue to all created beings, from the 
highest seraph in heaven, to the lowest reptile of the 
dust. It teaches us, that as We came into the world 
rational and intelligent beings, so ne should ever be 
industrious ones ; never sitting down contented while 
our fellow-creatures around us are in want, when it is 
in our power to relieve tliem, without inconvenience 
to ourselves. 

When we take a survey of nature, we view man, in 
his infancy, more helpless and indigent than the brutal 
creation: he lies languishing for days, months, and 
years, totally incapable of providing sustenance for 
himself, of guarding against the attacic of die wild 
fceasts of the field, or sneltcring himself froni the is- 
clemencies of the weather. It might have pleased the 
"fwit Creat«r of he»ven mA cartV,. \« Vwt w*A> 
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.iiilependent'tf all other be\n& ; but, a dependence is 
OQe of Uie strongest bonds of society, mankind were 
made dependent un each other fur protection and secu- 
rity, as tney thereby enjoy better opportunilies of t'ul- 
Itlfing the duties of recipiucal luve and friendship. 
Thas was man fitrmeiJ for sdcioI and active life, the 
noblest part of the work of Giid ; and he thut will so 
ileiuean himself, as not to be endeavouring to add to 
the couiinon Mock of knowledge and undei-standing, 
uuy be deemed a ilroiie in the Moe of nature, a useless 
member of society, and unworthy of our protection as 

UlUStlQS. 



Reminds us that we should be ever watchful and 

guarded in our words ami actions, particularly when 

before (he enemies of musnnry ; ever bearing in re- 

I nembrance those truly roasonic virtues, silence sm^ 

' "*T!<lMMpec/W»l. 

7Ae Sword, pointing to a Naked Heart, 

tDemonstrates tJiat justice will sooner or later uver- 
llke us ; and although our thoughts, words and actions. 
Ay be liidden from the eyes of men, yet that 

All-seeiivg Eye, 

n the Sun, Moon, and Stars obey, and ujider 

■Wlose watchful care even Comets perform their 

stupendous revolutions, pervades the inmost recesses 

iif the human Heart, and will reward us according 

to our merits. 

The Anchor and Ark 
e entlitems of a well-grounded Itope, and a well- 
it life. They are emblematical of that divine .irk, 
'M safely wafts ds over this tem^^Vwou.^ ««.'». Oi. 
Wm, and ihhi AnthoT wWt\\ t\va.\\ ^a.^^ ■<»,(«« "*» 
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kin a peaceful harbor, where the wickeil cease from 
troubling, and the weary shall find rest. 

The. Forty-Sevenlh Probhm of Euclid. 
This was ao invention of our aocienf friem! and 
brother, the great Pjtliagoras, who, in his travels 
through Asia, Africa, and Europe, was initiated into 
several ortlera of pries ihouil, and raised to the sublime 
degiee of a master mason. This wise philosopher en- 
riched his mind abundantly in a general knowledge of 
things, and more especially in geometry, or niasupry. 
Ou niis subject, he drew out many pniblems anJ theo- , 
rems ; and among the most distinguished, he erected 
(his, which, in the joy of his heart, he called tvpvta, 
(EuTtka,) in the Grecian language, signifying / have 
found it ; and upon the discovery of which, be is said 
to have sacrificed a hecatomb. 1 1 teaches masons to 
be general lovers of the arts and sciences. 

The JJour-Glasn 
Is an emblem of human life. Behold ! how swiftlj 
the sands run, and how rapidly our lives arc drawing 
to a close I We cannot witliout astonishment behold 
ihe little particles which arc contained in (his ma^ 
chine; — how they pass away almost impeicepliblv ! 
and yet, to our surprise, in the short space of an hour, 
'they are all exhausted. Thus wastes man '. To-day, 
he puts forth the lender leaves of hope j to-inorro^i-, 
blossoms, and bears hie blushing honours thick upon 
turn ; the next day comes a. frost, whicbnips the shoot; 
and when he thinks his greatness is still aspiring, lie 
falls, like autumn leaves, to enrich our mother eartli. 

Tht Scijihe 
Is an emblem of time, which cuts the brittle thread 
rf life, and launches us into eternity. — Behold ! what 
havock the scythe of time makes atnoni; the human 
race ! If by chance we should escape the numenius 
mis incident to childhQwl &nd youth, and with heal^ 



PHH^^HPPBtB the years of manhood ; jet, with- 
tiil, wm mm soon be cut down by the aU-ileTourlDg 
scythe of t'rtne, and be gathered into the land n'here 
I our fatbers have gone beiore ua. 

Thus we close the explanation of the emblems upon 
the solemn tliought of death, which, without revelatiou, 
is dsrk and gloomy ; but the Christiao is suddenly re- 
vived by the ever green and ever living sprig of railh 
in the merits of the Lion of the tribe of Judah ; which 
I strengthens him, with con&dence aod composure, to 
' look forward to a blessed immortality ; and doubts not, 
.' but in the glorious inoru of the resurrection, his body 
. will rise, and become as incorruptible as his souL 

Then let us imitate the Christian in his virtuous ami 
. amiable conduct ; in his unfeigned oiety to God ; in 
bis inflexible fidelity to his trust; that we may wel- 
come tlie grim tyrant Death, and receive liim as a kinil 
< messenger sent from our Supreme Grand Muster, to 
translate us fmm this imperfect to that all-perfect, 
glorious, and celestial Lodge above, where tlie Su- 
.prcme Architect of the universe presides. 

, CHARGE ul ramng to the sublime degree of 
Master Masoa. 
Brother, 

Tour r-eal for the instJtudon of masonry ; the 

progress you have made in the mystery ; and 

your conformity to our regulations, have pointed 

you out as a pniper object of our favor and esteem. 

Tou are now bound by duty, honour and gralilutle, 

' to bi- faitliful lo your mist ; to support the dignity 

of your character on every occasion ; and lo en- 

I force, by precept and example, obedience to tlie I 

, tenets of th« order. i 

^ In the character of a master masui^ xow. mv. 
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authorized tp correct the errors and irregularities 
of your uninformed brethren, and to guard them 
against a breach of fidelity. To preserve the re- 
putation of the fraternity unsullied, must be your 
constant care ; and for this purpose, it is your 
province to recommend to your inferiors, obedi- 
dienco and submission ; to j'our equals, courtesy 
and afiability ; to your superiors, kindness and 
condescension. Universal benevolence you are 
always to inculcate; and, bj- the regularity of 
your own behaviour, afford the best example for 
the conduct of others less informed. The ancient 
laud-marks of the order, enti'usted to your care, 
you are carefully to preserve ; and never suffer 
them to be infringed, or countenance a deviation 
from the established usages and customs of the 
fraternity. 

Your virtue, honour and reputation, are con- 
cerned in supporting with dignity the character 
you now bear. Let no motive, therefore, make 
you swerve from your duty, violate your vows, or 
betray your trust ; but be true and faithful, and 
imitate the example of that celebrated artist, 
whom you this evening represent. Thus you will 
render yourself deserving of the honour which we 
have conferred, and merit the confid^ce that we 
have reposed. 
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BV llie influence uf this degtee, each opeiative 
pmasoQ, at the erection of King Sulouion's temple, was 
known and distinguished, by the Senior Grand War- 
den. If defects were fuund, the overseers were CM 
bled, without difficulty, to ascertain who was the fodlr 
^Vwkinan: so that deficienciea might be remedied, 
irithout injuring the credit or diminishing the reward 
lie industrious and faithful of the craft. 

CHARGE io he read at Opening. 

' Wherefore, brethren, lay aside all malice, and 

piiile, aod hypocrisies, ^d envies, and all evil 

leakings. If so be ye have tasted that the Lord 

I gracious; to whom coming, as unto a living 

tone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of 

|God, and precions ; ye also, as living stones, be 

e built up » spiritual house, an holy priesthood, 

offer up sacrifices acceptable to Gojl- 

" Brethren, this is the will of God, that wiili 

^well-doing, ye put to silence the ignoranae of fool- 

■•i^ men. As free, and not as using your liberty 

\viT a cloak of maliciousness ; but as the servants 

f God. Honqtu' all men ; love the brotherhood \ 
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SECTION FIRST. 

The first section explains (he manner of openin|; n 
Mark Master's liodge; and recapitulates the mystic 
ceremony of the preparatory circumstance of intro- 
i]ucingaeandidate> The nunitier of artistaempluyed in 
building the Temple is specified ; and the pi'Ogress 
they made in architecture, is remarked ; and it ends 
with a beautiful display of the manner in which one of 

^1 the principal events nriginated, whicli characterizes 

^H tbis degree. 



SECTION SECOND. 



In the second section is recited the mode of advanc- 
candidate to this degree — By wliich the mark 
master is instructed in the origin aad history of the 
Degree, and in the indispensable obligations he is un- 
der to stretch forth his assisting handfor the relief of 
an indigent and worthy brother, to a certain specified 
eiifent We are here taught to ascribe praise to the 
meritorious, and to dispense rewards to the diligent 
and industrious. 

The following tests of scripture are introduced and 
explained. 

Psalm cxviii. 23. 
" The stone which the builders refused, is become 

the head stone bf the corner." MArr. iii. 42. 

" Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which 
the builders rejected, is become the head of the cor- 
ner?" Mamk xji. 10. "And have you nut read 

this scripture. The stone which the buddcrs rejected, 

is become liielieud of the corner?'' Likk xx, I* 

<• Vi hul is ihi^, i).cn, that is wi-iikn. The stone which 
the builders rejecIuJ, is beruoie the heiid uf the cor- 
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" This is the stone which was set at nought of you, 
builders, which is become tlie head of the corner," 

Eev. ovST.JoMNii. ir. 

" To him that overeometh, will I give to eat of the 

liidden manna ; and 1 will give him a while stonf, and 

in Uio stone a Hew name written, which no man know- 

eth, saving him that receivcth it." 



Re- 



iii. 13. 



" He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear." 

9 Chrov. ii. 16. 

" And we will cut wood out of Lebanon, as muck 

AS thou ahalt need ; and we will briog it to tliee in 

floats by sea to Joppa, and thou shall carry It up to 

Jerusalem." 

EzEKiEL iliv. 1 and 5. 
•' Then he brought me back the way of the gate of 
the outward sanctuary, which looketli towards the 
cast, and it was Ehut. And the Lord said unto me. 
Son of man, mark well, and behold with thine eyes, 
and hear with thine ears, all thit I say unto thee, con- 
cerning all the ordinances of (he house of the Lord, 
and all the laws thereof; and mark well the entering 
in of the house, with every going fortli of tlie sanctua- 
ry." 

The working tools of a mark master, are the chisel 
and mallet. 



» 
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TIte Chi/el 
Morally deinoustrates the ailvantagea of discipF 
and education. The mind, like the diumoad in its oii- 
ginal state, is rude and unpolished; butaa the effect 
of the chisel on the external coat soon presents to view 
the latent beauties of tite diamond ; so educatioa dis- 
covers the latent virtues of tlie mind, and draws them 
forth to range tlie large field of matter and space, to 
display the summit of human knowledge, our dwtj to 
God and to man. 

T/te Mallei 
Morally teaches to correct irregularities, and to re- 
duce man to a proper level ; so that, by quiet deport- 
inenl, he may, in the school of discipline, learn to be 
content. — What the mallet is to the workman, enlight- 
ened reason is to the paattions : it curbs ambilioHi it 
depresses envy, it moderates anger, and it encQurageB 
good dispositions ; whence arises among good masuns 
that comely order, 

" Whicli iialhing enrlhty gives, otrim deslroy, 
■' The gouI'B calm sunsliinc, nod Ilic liearl-tell joy." 

VHARGE to be delineredwhen a cmidldaU U ad- 
vanced to ihc degree nf Mark Ma»Ur. 
Brother, 

I congratulate you on haviug been tlioughi 
worthy of being advanced to this honourable de- 
gree of masonry. Permit me to impress it on 
your mind, that your assidniiy should ever be 
commensurate with your duties, which become 
more and more extensive, as^oa advance in ma- 



rfciir)'. In the honorable character of mark mas- 
I ter mason, U is more particularly your duty to en- 
, 4eavoiir to let your conduct in the lodge, and 
p«fnong your bretliren, be such as may stand the 
\ffst of the Oraud Overseer's square ; that yon 
piay not. like the unfmished and imperfect work 
lU the negligent and UDfaJlhliil of former times, 
Ebe rejected and thrown aside, as unfit for that 
K fpiriltiiil l)ui]ding, that house not made with hands, 
i^iMernal in the lieavens. 

W]iite such is your conduct, should misfortunes 
k|££8!l you, should friends forsake you, should envy 
^traduce your good name, and malice persecute 
Isfoo; yet may you have confidence, tiiat among 
A mark master maiions yon will find friends who will 
^ administer relief to your distresses, and comfort 
your afflictions; ever bearing in mind, as a conso- 
lation under all the frowns of fortune, and as an 
encouragement (o hope for better prospects, that 
the stone which the builders rejected, [possessing 
merits to them unknown,] became the chief sioue 
of the corner. 



The folUwins; Song n sung previtiis (• cltsin 
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MASOiJlC OUABT- 
MARK MASTER'S SONG. 
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Mark Mas-ters all ap-pear, Be-fore the 
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Mark Mas-tere all appear. Be-fore the 
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Chief O'ei-seer, In coii-ferl move; Lethimj'our 
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tork m-spect, Kur (he Chief Ai-chi-tect; If there be 



) de-fect. He will ap - prove. 
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1 no ile-fcct. He will ap - prove. 
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Veu who ha?e pass'il the square. 
For your rewards prepaie, 

Join heait and hand ; 
Each with hii mark in vine, 
March with the just and true ; 
Wages to you are due. 

At your command. 

Hiram, the widow's son. 
Sent unto Solomon 

Our great key-atone ; 
Ou it appeal's the oaine 
Which raises higli the fame 
Of all to kvhoin tlic aame 

la truly known. 

Now to ihe westward move. 
Where, full ofstrength and love, 

Hiram doth stand ; 
But if impostors are 
Mix'd with the Wor*hy there. 
CavtiQH thrm to beteart 

Of Ikr righl fitntJ. 

Now (o the praise of those 
Wha trivmph'd o'er tl\« Kwi 
Ui masun^ft art; 



To the praiseworthy (hrec. 
Who founded this decree ; 
May ill their virtuesoe 

Deep in our iiearts. 



Matthew xs. 1 — 16. 
"Forthekiogdom oFheaven is like untu a man wit 
is an householder, which went out early iu die morn- 
ing to hire labourers into his vineyard. And when he 
had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he 
I sent them into h is vineyard. And he went out about 
' the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the 
market place, and said unto them, Go ye also info the 
vineyard, and whatsoever is right, I will give you. — 
And they went their way- And again he went out 
about the aisth and ninth hour, and did likewise. And 
about the eleventh hour, he went out and fouDd othera 
standing idle, and saith unto them. Why stand ye 
here all the day idle ? They say unto him. Because 
no man hath hired us. He saitli unto them. Go ye 
also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right, that 
shall ye receive. So, when even was come, the lord 
of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the la- 

kbourers, and give them their hire, beginning from the 
la^t unto the first. And when they came, that were 
lured about the eleventh hour, they received every 
man a penny. But when the first came, they sup- 
posed that they nhould have received more, and they 
likewise received every man a penny. And when 
they received it, they murmured against the good mao 
I •/'(Ae house, saying, T\\e^V&«t.Vt«M%wrau^t but one 
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hour, and thou bast made them equal unto us, which 
have borne the burden and heat of the day. But he 
answered one of them, and said. Friend, I do thee no 
wrong; didst thou not agree with me for a penny? 
Take that thine is, and go thy way ; I will give unto 
this last even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to 
do what I will with my own P Is thine eye evil, be- 
cause I am good ? So the last shall be firsts, and the 
first last : for many be called, but few chosen." 






DEGREE. 



1 



This degree treats of the government of our 
saciety ; the disposition of our rulers ; and illustrates 
their requisite qualifications. It includes the ceremo- 
ny of opening and closing lodges in the several pre- 
ceding degrees : it comprehends the ceremonies and 
forms of installations, consecrations, laying the foun- 
dation stones of public building;s, and also at dedica- 
tions and at funerals, by a variety of particulars ex 
planatory of those c '" 



K SECTION FIRST. 

This section contains the form of a petition for let- 
rs of dispensation, or a warrant of constitution for a 
lodge, empowering them to work. The ceremonies of 
Constitution and Consecration are considered, witii 
iheform of a Grand Procession. 

rrm of Petition for a Charter or ffuTranl to ealab- 
lis/i anew Lodge. 
To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the State 

of , the petitioners hereof humbly shew, that 

they ve ancient, free, and accepted Matter Masons. 
Having the prosperity of the Fraternity at lieari, they 
are willing to exert their best endeavors topiomote 
tad difl'use the genuine ^nacv^\i» 
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For the convenience of their respective dwellings, 
and for other good reasons, they are desirous of form- i 

ing a new Lodge in the town of ■, to be named ' 

. In consetguence of this desire, and for the good 

of the craft, thej praj fftr a Charier, or fFdrranl, to 
empower them to aasemble as a legal Lodge, to dis' 
charge the duties of masonry, in the several degrees 
of Entered Apprentice, Fellow-Craft, and Master Ma- 
son, in a regular and const) tntional manner, according 
to the ancient form of the fraternity, and the laws 
arid regulations of the Grand Lodge. That they have 
nominated and do recommend A. B. to be the first . 
master, C. D. to be the first senior warden, and E. F. , 
%3 be the first junior warden of said Lodge : that, if 
tlie prayer of the petition should be granted, they 
promise a strict conformity to all the constitutional 
laws, rules and regulations of the Grand Lodge. 

This petition must be signed by at least seven reg- 
ular masons, and recommended by some lodge contig- 
nous to the place where tht new lodge is tu be held. 
It must be delivei-ed to the Grand Secretary, whose 
duty it is to lay It before the Grand Lodxe. 

After a charter is granted by the Grand Lodge, the 
Grand Master appoints a day and hour for constitu- 
ting and consecnting the new lodge, and fitr install- 
ing the master, wardens, and other officers. The 
Grand Master has power to appoint some worthy Past 
Mtater, with full power to consecrate, constitute, and 
instal the petitioners. 

Ceremony of Consfihtlion and Consfcralion. 

* On the (lay and hour appointed, the Grand Master 
>«nd his alfieen meet in a convenient room vi«m \n 'itA, 
La<)g«tab|i#Q(iHtituted, and flpeam*«V\Avi.iR!^**- 
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After the officers in the new Iwlgc are examined, Ihej' 
scnil a meeaeiiger to the Grand Master, nitlt the fol- 
lowing message : viz. 

Most Worshipful, 

The officAra and brethren of Lodge, who arc 

now assembled at , have instructed mete 

form you, that the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge 
pleased to grant them a Charier, authorizing them to 
form and open a lodge of free and accepted masoc 

the town of : They are now desirous that 

their lodge should be consecrated, and their officers 
installed in due and ancient form ; fur which parpo«e 
they are now met, and await the pleasure of the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master. 

When notice is given, the Grand Lodge walk in 
procession to the hall of the new Lodge. When the 
Grand Master enters, the grand honours are given by 
the new lodge ; the officers of which resig;u theii' seats 
to the grand officers, and take their severu stations on 
the left. 

The necessary caution^ are given ; and all, except- 
ing PkESEnn- or Past Masters of lodges, are re- 
quested to retire until, the Master of the new lodge 
is inducted into the Oriental Chair of Solomon, He 
(s tlien bound to the faithful pflf^umance of his 
trust, and invested with the characteristics of the 

Upon due notice, the Grand Marshal re-conducts 
the brethren into the hall ; and all take their places, 
except the members of the new lodge, who form a 
procession on one side of the liall. As they advance, 
the Grand Master addresses them. 

" Brethren, MioiJ your Master." 

They make the iprit^t »Lluta.tioiig as they pass. 



PRESENT OR PAST MASTER. 55 

A grand procession is then formed, in the folfowing 
•rder; viz. 

Tyler with a drawn Sword ; 

Two Stewards with white Rods ; 

Entered Apprentices ; • 

Fellow-Crafts ; 

Master Masons ; 

Stewards ; 

^ Janior Deacons ; 

3 Senior Deacons ; 

gL Secretaries ; 

Treasurers ; 

Past Wardens ; 

Junior Wardens ; 

Senior Wardens ; 

Past Masters ; 

Mark Masters ; 

Royal Arch Masons ; 

Select Masters : 
Knights Templars ; 

Masters of Lodges. 

• 

7%c New Lodge. . 

Tyler with a drawn Sword ; 

Stewards with white Rods ; 

Entered Apprentices ; 

Fellow-Crafts ; 

Master Masons ; 

Junior and Senior Deacons ; 

Secretary and Treasurer ; 

Two Brethren, carrying the ¥\<w»aa^^ ^t\a^^\ 

* Carpet. 

4 
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Junior and Senior Wardens ; 

The Holy Writings, carried by the oldest or some 

suitable member, not in office ; 

The W. Master ; 

Music. . 

The Grand Lodge. 

Grand Tyler with drawn Sword ; 

Grand Stewards with white Rods ; 

A Brother carrying a Golden Vessel of Com ;* 

Two Brethren, carrying the Silver Vessels, one of 

Wine, the other of Oil ; 

Grand Secretaiies ; 

Grand Treasurers ; 

A burning Taper, borne by a Past Master ; 

A Past Master bearing the Holy Writings, Square and 

Compasses, supported by two Stewaras 

with white Rods ; 

Two burning Tapers, borne by two Past Masters ; 

The Tuscan, and Composite Orders ; 

The Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian Orders ; 

Past Grand Wardens ; 

2 Past Deputy Grand Masters ; 

I Past Grand Masters ; 

»L The Globes ; 

Clergy and Orator ; 

R. W. Junior and Senior Grand W^ardens ; 

R. W. Deputy Grand Master ; 

The Master of the oldest Lodge, carrying the Book of 

Constitutions ; 

The M. W. Grand Master ; 



i PRESEKT OH PAST MASTEn. 07 

' The Grand Deacons, on a line seven feet apart, on the 

right and left of the Grand Master, with black rods ; 

Grand Sword Bearer, with a drawn Sword ; 

Two Stewards, with white rods. 

The Marshals conduct the procession lo ihe church, 
«r house, where the services are to be perfuniied. 
When the front of the procesition arrives at (lie dour, 
the^ halt, open to the right and left, and tace inward ; 
whde the Grand Master and others, in succession, 
pass through and enter the house. 

A platform is erected in front of the pulpit, and 
iroyided with seats for the accommodattoa of the 
ui-aod Officers. 

The Holy Bible, Square and Compasses, and Book 

f Constitutions, are placed upon a table in fruut of 

the Grand Master: the fiuoriltg is then spread in the 

^centre, upon the platform, covered with unite satin or 

KUnen, and encompassed by the three topers, and the 

' .VeBsels of corn, tvinr, and oil. 

SERVICES. 

1. A piece of Music. 

2. Prayer. 
S. An Oration. 

4. A piece of Music. 

5. The Grand Marshal forms the officers and n 
bencrf' the new Lodge in front of the Grand Master.. 

I TwOeputy Grand Master addresses the Grand Mos- 
[■ ter as follows: 



Mo; 



■ Wo] 






A number of brethren, duly ilistructed iu the mys 
teries of Masonry, ha^ng assembled together at staled 
periuils, by virtue of a'ditpensation granted them for 
(hat purpose, do now desire to \)etoniilU"led into a 

tguiar (oUge, agreeablj to the ancient usaj^es and cn'*, 

ims of the /mternit/. 



MASONIC CHART. 



correct, proctaitua : ' 

The records appear to be correct, and are approved. 
Upon clue deliberation, the Grand Lodge have granted 
the brethren of this new Lodge a charter, establishing 
and confirming them in the rights and privileges of a 
regular constitulcd Lodgt ; which the Grand Secreta- 
rj will now read. 

After the charter is read, the Grand Master dien 
3aya, 

We shall now proceed, according toaocienl usage, 
to constitute these brethren into a regular Lodge. 

Whereupon the several ofiicerg of the new Lodge 
deliver up their jewels and badges to their Master, 
who presents tliem, with his own, to the Deputy Gnmd 
Master; and he to the Grand Master. 

The Deputy Grand Master presents the Master 
Elect to the Grand Master, saying. 
Most Worshipfi'i., 

I present jou Brotlier , whom tlie memtwi's 

of the Lodge, now to be constituted, have chosen for 
(heir Master. 

I 
The Grand Master asks them if they remain »ti8- 
fied with their choice. [They bov in token ofaatmt^ 
The Master elect then presents, severally, his war- 
dens and other officers, naming them and their respec- 
tive offices. The (>rand Master asks the bretliren if 
they remain satisfied with each and ail of them. [Tkey 
J bow aj> before.} 

The officers and members of the new Lodge form in 
j front of the Grand Master ; and the business of Con- ' 
1 necration CDrnmcncea ViVlV %<i\tim\i mu^it. 
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W li. Ceremony of Consecration- 

r The Grand Master, attended by the Grant) Officers 
\ and the Grand Chaplain, form themselves in urder 
; round the lodge — all devoutly kneeling. 
." r. Apiece of solemn inu8i<: is perfurmed while the 
, Iiodge is uncovered. 

k After which, the first clause uf the Consecration 
kPrayer is rehearsed, which is folloWH : 

I' " Great Architect of the universe ! Maker and 

KJBuIer of all worlds ! deign, &oni thy celestial tern- 

Cjde, from realms of light and glory, to bless us in 

■ all the purposes of our present assembly ! We 

Uininbly invoke thee to give us et this, and at all 

Hinies, wisdom in all our doings, strength of mind 

r in all our difficulties, and the biauCy of harmony 

I in all our communicatious ! Permit us, O thou 

' Author of light and life, great Source of love and 

happiness, to erect this Lodge, and now .flolemnly 

to comecrate it to the honour of tliy glory ! 

" Glory be to God on high." 

[Response by the brethren.^ 
' As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
p shall be ; world without end. Amen." 

The Deputy Grand Master takes the Golden Vessel 
I af Corn, and'the Senior and Junior Grand Waiduis 
I Wte the Silver Vessels of Wine and Oil, and sprinkle 
I the elements of consecration upon the Lodge. 
£The Grand Chaplain then continues;] 
*' Grant, Lord our God, that tliose who are 
JBow ahout to be invested witli the governmeut. c^ 
f tiiis Lodge, may be eadiied wViii V^jAotsi v* va^ 
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Struct their brethren in all their duties. May bre- 
thfrhj love, relief, and truth, always prevail amojig 
the members nf this Lodg¥ j and may this bond oC 
union continue to strengtlien the Lodges tlirough-' 
oui the world ! 

" Bless all tmr brethren, wherever dispersed ;. 
and grant speedy relief to aU who are either op- 
pressed or distressed. 

" We aflectionately commend to thee, all ibe ' 
members of thy whole family. May they increase' 
in grace, in the knowledge of thee, and in the love 
of each other. 

" Finally : may we finish all our work here be- 
low, with thy approbation ; and then have out ' 
transition from this earthly abode lo thy heavenly 
iLi'ij.le above, there to enjoy light, glory and bliss, 
jneflable and eternal ! 

" Glory be to God on high." 
(I Response by the bretliren.] 

" As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be. So mote it be. Amen." 

8. A piece of solemn music is performed while the 
Lntlge is covered. 

9. The Grand Chaplain then dedicates tlie I^m 
in the following tenns : 

"To the memory of the HOLY ST. JOHNS. 
we dedicate this Lodge. May every bruiher re- 
vere tlielr character, and imitate llieir virtues. 
Glory be to God on\n^." 




[Response.] 
" As it was Id the begiaaing, is now, and ever 
ghall be, world without end. 

" So mote it be. Amen." 

10, A piece of music is performed, while the bfetk- 
bjenoflhe new Lodge advauce iu proceasiuii to salute 
r4he Grand Lodge, with tlieir hands crossed upoa their 
^breasts, and bowing as they pass. They then. take 
riheir places as they were. 

LL The Grand Master then rises, and constitutes 
I the new Lodge in the form following : 

' In the name of the Most Worshipful Grand 
F Lodge, I now constitute and form you, my belov- 
f -cd brethren, into a regular Lodge of free and ae- 
r cepted Masons. From hencefortli I empower you 
I to meet as a regular lodge, constituted in conform- 
I ity to the rites of our order, and the charges of ouf 
' UiLient and honourable fraternity j-^-and lAay (he 
r'Sapreme Architect of ibe universe prosper, direct 
[f and counsel you, in all your doings. 
eResiH.n8e.] 

" So mote it be. Amen." 

SKCTION SECOND. 

Certmvny of Installation. 

The Grand Master, or prcsidirig officer, addresses 
■ the Master Elect in the words fullowiDg, viz. 

Previous to your investiture, it is meteasairs} >!fta\ 
I sboitld sigiiily your aaset\\. to iVmse «(v*:\ 
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charges and regulations, wliicli point out (lie daty 
of a Master of a Lodge. 

I. You agree to be a good man and une, and 
strictly to obey the moral law. 

II. Yoii agree to be a peareable subject, and 
chperfuUy to confomi to the laws of the couniry 
in which you reside. 

IIL You promise not to lie concerned in plots 
Mnd conspiracies against government ; but patent- 
ly to submit to the decisions of the supreme legis- 
lature. 

IV. You agree to psy a proper respect lo the 
tivil magistrates, to work diligeutly, live credila- 
h]y, aod act honorably by all men. 

V. YoH agree to hold in veticralion, the brigii*- 
zl rules and patrons of die order of masonry, and 
their regular successors, supreme aud subordinate, 
accorditfg to their stations ; and to submit lo the 
awards and resobitions of your brethren, when 
oonveiicd, in every case consistent with the con- 
stitutions of the order. 

VI. You agree to avoid private piques and 
quarrels, and to guard against intemperance and 
eicess. 

VII. You agree to be cautious in carriage and 
behsvioor, courteous to your brethren, and faithful 
lo your lodge. 

VII!. Ynu promise to respect genuine brvlhren. 
itfid to discountenance impostors, and all dissenter- 
' die original pWn ot m^wnrv 



W' XX. You agree lo promote the general good o( 

W flocietj", to ciiUivate tlie social virtues, and lo prop- 

ttigate die knowledge f/i die art. 

W X. You promise lo pay homage to the Grand 

■Haster for die time being, and to his ollicers when 

Wflulv installed ; and sirieliy to conform to every 

Bcdict ol' the Grand Lodge, or general assembly of 

Ponasons, that is not subversive of the principles and 

^groundwork of masoory. 

B* XI. You admit, that it is not in tlie power of 

■ any men, or body of men, to maiie iooovations in 
Wthe body of masonry. 

■ Xll. You promise a regular attendance on the 
IWommittees and commimications of Ibe Grand 
nS^odge, on receiving proper notice, and to pay 
W^tlention to all the duties of masoniy, on conveu- 
Merit occasious. 4 

K XIII. Yon admit, that no new lodge shall be 
Ubrmed witliout permission of the Grand Lodge : 
Kklld that uo countenance be given to an irregulai* 
Modge, or to any person clandestinely initiated 
K;tfaerein, being contrary lo the ancient charges of 
r<tiie order. 

I XIV. You admit, that no person can be regu- 
nlarly made a mason in, or admitted a member of, 
tMsy regular lodge, without previous uodce, and 
■due inquiry into his character, 
ft XV. Yon agre« that no visiters shall be ib- 
Meived into jour ledge, without due (:ia.viu,\\%\\o^^ 



producin 



r vouchers < 
T>een iniliatcd into a regular lodge. 

These ai 
.Rons. 



' (.lie r^ulation.s of free and accepted n 



The presiding office 
^ows : 



then addresses the Master a« 



f Do you submit to these chajges, and promiae 
Vsuppori tJiese regulations, as masters have donr 
fta\l ages before you ? 

' TheMasterisloanswer.yrfo. 
The presiding officer then addresses iiim : 

LDTHER A. B. 
,, In consequence of your cheerful conformity to 
the charges and regulations of the order, you are 
now to be installed Master of this ■ lodge, in frill 
oonfidence of your care, skill, aud capacity to 
go\-ern the same. 

[The, new master is then regularly invested with 
the insignia ofliis ufTicf, aud the furniture and imple- 
ments of hisloclge.l 

The various implements of the profession are 
emblematical of our conduct in life, and upon this 
occasion are carefully enumerated. 

The flb?y IFHlings, that great light in masonry, 
will guide you to all truth : it will direct your paths 
to the temple of happiness, and point out to yon 
llie whole duty of mau. 
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The Square teaches us to regwlaie our actiont^ 
by rule and line, and liarinonhe our conduct by 
the principles of morality and virtue, 

The Compasses teach us to limit our desires id 
every staiiou ; that, risiug to eminence by merit, 
we may live respected, and die regretted. 

The Rule directs that we should punctually ob- 
serve our duty ; press forward in the path oi' vir- 
tue, and, neither inclining to the right nor to the 
left, in all our actions have (eternity) in view, 

The Line teaches the criterion of moral recti- 
tude, to avoid dissimulation iu conversation ami 
action, and to direct our steps to the path which 
lead^ to a glorious immortality. 

Tbc llook of Consiitutiona, you are to searcli at 
all times. Cause it to be read in your lodge, thai 
none may pretend ignorance of the excellent pre- 
cepts it enjoins. 

Vou will also receive in chaise the By-Laits 
<^ your lodge, which you are to see carefully and 
punctually executed. 

CHARGE upon the Installation of the Master of 
a Lodge. 

WoRsiuPFi'L Master : 

Being appointed Master of this lodge, yrrn can- 
not he insensible of the oblig.ilions which devolve 
on vou, as their head ; nor of your respflnsihiliiy 
for the fuithful discharge of tlie importattt d;»isrH 
auuesed to your appointment. 
0* 
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The honottr, repuiatioD, and usefutuess of 
lodge, will materially depend on the skill and As- 
siduity with which you manage its concerns; 
while the happiness of its members will be gene- 
rally promoted, in proportion to the leal and abil- 
ity with which you propagate the genuine princi- 
ples of our ins dtu lion. 

For a paliem of imitation, consider the great 
luminary ol' nature, which, risinij in ihe East, reg- 
ularly dilfusea light and lustre to all wilhtn its 
circle. In like manner, it is your province to 
spread and communicate light and insiriiclion to 
the breihren of your lodge. Forcibly impress up- 
on them the dignily and high importance of ma- 
sonry, and seriously admonish them nevrr to dis- 
grace it. Charge them to practice out of the lodge, 
those duties which are taiigbt in it ; and by amia- 
ble, discreel, and virtuous conduct, to convince 
mankind of the goodness of the institutition ; so 
that, when any one is said to be a member of it, 
the world may know lliat he is one to whom the 
burthened heart may pour out its sorrows ; lo 
whom distress may prefer its suit ; whose hand is 
gttided by justice, aud his heart expanded by be- 
nevolence. In short, by a diligent observance of 
the by-laws of your lodge, the constitutions of ma- 
sonry, and, above all, the 7/o/y Scnptura, which 
arc given as a role and guide to your faith, you i 
will hf enabled to acquit >ourseIf with honour aed 



nepiitation, and lay ap a croien of rejoicing, wliicli 
*hall continue when time shall be no more. 

The subor<iinate officers are then severally inveateJ 
by the presiding officer, who delivers each of theia » 
)4liort Charge, as follows ; viz; 

The Senior fVarden. 
Brother C, D. 

You are appointed Senior Warden of this lodge-, 
uiid are now invested with the ensign of your oltice. 
The Level demonstrates that we are descended 
fVom the same stock, partake of the same nature, 
and share the same hope ; and though distinctions 
among men are necessary to preserve subordina- 
tion, yet no eminence of station should make us 
forget that ive are brethren : for he who is placed 
on tl»e lowest spoke of fortune's wheel, may be 
entitled to our regard ; because a time will come, 
and the wisest knows not how soon, when all dis- - 
tinction, b»t that of goodness, shall cease ; and 
dciitli, the grand leveller of human greatness, re- 
duce us to the same state, 

Yonr regular attendance on oar staled meetings, 
essentially necessary. In the absence of the 
iter, you are to govern thb lodge ; in bis pres- 
ence, you are to nsslst him in the government of 
it. I firmly rely on jour knowledge of masonry, 
and attachment to die lodge, for the faithful dis- 
■go of the duties of tiiis important tt«%^— 
>k well 10 the H^eit ! '^ 
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The Junior Warden. 

Brother E. F. 

You are appointed Junior Warden of this lodge, 
and are now invested with the badge of your oSxce. 

The Plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in 
our several stations ; lo hold the scales of justice 
in equal poise ; lo observe the just medium be- 
tween intemperance and pleasure; and to makff 
our passions and prejudices coincide with the line, 
of our duly. 

To you is committed the superin tendance Of 
the craft, during the hours of refreshment ; — it is 
therefore indispensably necessary, that you should- 
not only be temperate and discreet, i[i the indnl- 
gence of your own inclJHalions, but careliilly ob- 
s-erve thai none of the craft be suflered to convert 
the purposes of refreshment into JHtemperance 
and excess. 

Your regular and punctual attendance is partic- 
ularly requested ; and I have no doubt that you \ 
will faithfully execute the duty which yon owe to 

your present appointment. Look wtU to ths. \ 

South! \ 

The Treasurer. 
Brother G. H. 

You are appointed Treasurer of (his lodge. It i 
is your duty to receive all monies from the handirf 
of the Secretary, make «W wwvis a( tbe s 
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aad pay tliem out by order of the Worshipful 
Master and the consent of the lodge. 

I trust your regard for tlie fraternity will prompi 
you to the fBitlifiil discharge of the duties of joul- 
office. 

The Seeretari/. 

BROTItnR J. K. 

You are appointed Secretary of this lodge. It 
is your duty lo observe all the proceedings of the 
lodge J make a fair record of all things proper to 
be written ; to receive all monies due the lodge, 
and pay them over to the Treasurer, and take hife 
receipt for the same. 

Your good inclination to masonry and this lodge, 
I hope, will induce you to discharge your office 
with fidelity i and by so doing, you will merit the 
esteem and applause of your bretliren. 

Senior and Junior Deacom. 

Brothers L. M. anh N. O. 

You are appointed Deacons of this lodge. To 
you, with such assistance as may be necessary, is 
entrusted the examination of visitors. — It i| also 
your province to attend on the master and waiv 
dens, and to act as their proxies in the active du- 
ties of tlie lodge ; such as in the reception of can- 
didates into llie difTcrcnt degrees of masonry, and 
in ihe immediate practice of our rites. The Square 
iind Compasses, as badges of yowc »ff\w.^ wwsv^* 
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your eare, not doubting your vigilance aid atten- 
tion. 

The Stewards. 

Brothers P. Q. and R. S. 

You are appointed Stewards of this lodge. The 
duties of your office are, to assist in the collection 
o( dues and subscriptions ; to keep an account of 
die lodge expenses ; to see that the tables are pro- 
perly furnished at refreshment, and that every 
brother is suitably provided for ; and generally to 
assist the deacons and other officers in performing 
their duties. 

Tour regular and early attendance will afford 
the best proof of your zeal and attachment to the 
lodge. 

The Tyler. 

Brother : 

You are appointed Tyler of this lodge ; and I 
invest you with the implen\ent of your office. As 
the sword is placed in the hands of the Tyler, to 
enable him effectually to guard against the ap- 
proach of cowans and evesdroppers, and saffer 
none to pass or repass but such as are duly quali- 
fied ; so it should morally serve as a constant ad- 
monition to us, to set a guard at the entrance of 
our thoughts ; to place a watch at the door of our 
lips ; to post a centinel at the avenue of our ac- 
tions : thereby exc\^S\tie; ^nct^ xv\w3pal\fiftA and 



uiwortUy thought, word and deed ; and preserving , ' 
consciences void of ofl'eiice towards God and to- 
wards man. 

Your early ajid punctual attendance will afford 
the best proof of yonr teal for the institution. 

b CHARGE to Ike Brethren of the Lodge. 

W^ Surh Is the nature of our constitution, that as 
some mii3t of necessity rule and teach, so others 
must of course learn to submit and obey. Humil- 
ity in both is ai^sseutial duty. The officers who 
are appointed to govern your lodge, are sufficient- 
ly conversant with the rules of propriety, and the 
laws of the instiluiion, to avoid exceeding the 
j)Owers with which they are entrusted ; and you 
arc of too generous dispositions to envy their pre- 
ferment 1 therefore trust (hat you will have but 
one aim, to please each other, and unite in the 
grand design of being bappy, and communicating 
happuicss. 

Finally, my brethren, as this association has 
been formed and perfected with so much unanimity 
and concord, in which we greatly rejoice, so may 
it long continue. May you long enjoy everj- sai- 
isfaciioii and delight which disinterested friendghtp 
Mui afford- May kiuditess and brotherly affection 
distinguish your conduct, as men, and as masons. 
IVtlhin your peaceful walls, may your children's 
Hldren relebratf with joy and gravQ^d^^ "^ 
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tr3tn sections of tlus auipicious solemnity^- 
may tke tenets of our profession be transmitted t 
through your lodge, pure and unimpaired, from 
generation to generation. 

IS. The Grand Maralial then proclaims the n^w 
Lodge in the following manner, liz : 

In the name of the Most Worshipful Grand 

Lodge of the Stale of , I proclaim this new 

Lodge by the name of Lodge, No — , to be 

legally constituted, consecrated, aad the officers 
thereof duly installeil. 

13. A piece of Music 13 then performed. 

14. %9nediction. 

The prucession is then formed, and riiturns in diie 
ftirm to the hnJl wheace It abt out> 

The W. Master having been previimsly inducted 
into the Onentul Chair of Solomon, all but master 
raasoDS are caused to retire. 

A procession is then formed, ami passes three limes 
rouml the hall ; and upon passing the master, pays 
him due humage by the usual honours, in the diR'erent 
degrees. 

During the procession passing round, thofyllowii^ 
lanngis sung. 

HAIL MASONRY divine! 
Glory of ages shine ; 

Lone inav'st thou reign ; 
Where'er thy lodges stand. 
May they have great command 
And always grace the land, 

Thou kxi diVin« ■, 



^^H PRESKNT OH PAST MAS 

^^P (ireat fabrics still DHBe. 

^Mg And grace the azufe skies 

^^K^ Great are thy schemes : 

^^F Matchless, bejonil compRr 

^^P No art with thee can share 

^^^ Thou ArtdiviDe. 

I ' 

Br 
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Hiram, the architect. 
Did all the craft direct 

How thej ahoulil build ; 
Sol'mon, great Israel's king, 
Did miKhty blessings bring, 
And left us ruom to sing. 

Hail, rojal Art! 



SECTION THIRD. 



Tile Giand Master then directs the Grand Marshal 
to form tlie procession ; when llie Grand Lodge walk 
to their own hall, and both Lodges are clus^Tin due 

w 

^■^ThiB section contains the ceremony observed on 

^B^ng the PnuodntioD Slimes of I'ublic Structure''. 

Hf^This ceremony is conducted by the M. W. Grand 

^Qtf&ster and his uKicera, assisted by such officers and 

members of subitfdiiiatc Ludges, us can cunvenieDtly 

attend. The cmef magistiate, and other civil officers 

<if the place where the building is to be erected, also 

generally attend on the occasion. 

At the Tunc appointed, the Grand Lodge is con- 
vened in some sui<able place- A band ofmartial ntusir 
I-. (iicivideil, and the brethren appear in tlie insignia of 
th.- onler. 

The I.iMlge is then opened by the Grand Mastei, 
ami the rules for reguht tins tlie procession are read 
bv llie Orand Secretary. The Lodge is then adjourn- 
ed : afier which, the procession sets out in ilucform, 
in ihe following order; 



" 
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Procession at le^g Foundaiion Slontt 

"f^HQ Tylers with drawn Swords; 

"tjler of the older Lodge with do. ; 

Two Stewards of the older Lodge ; 

Entered Apprentices ; 

Fellow Crafts; 

Master Maaons ; 

Past Secretaries ; 

■^ Past Treasurers; ^ 

2 Past Junior Wardens; 

•| Past Senior Wardens : 

Mark Masters; 

Past Masters; 

Royal Arch Masons i 

Select Masters; 

Knights Templars : 

Masters; 

Music ; 

Grand Tyler with a drawn Sword ; 

Grand Stewards with white Rods ; 

A Past Master with a Golden Vessel containing Cora^ 

Principal Arcliitect, with Square, L^l and Plumb; 

Two Past Masters with Silver Vessels, one containing 

Wine, and the other Oil ; 

Grand Secretary and Treasurer; 

The Five Orders; 

One large Light borne by a Past Master; 

The Holy Bible, Sijuare and Compasses, borne by a 

Master of a Lodge, supported by two Stewards 

on tlie right and left ; 

Two large Lights, borne by two Past Mastem : 

Grand CUa^lsLiQ ; 

91w^ MiA OviIot ■. 
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B. Grand Wftrdena; 

■ Deputy Grand Muster; 
K Tlie Master of the oldest Lodge, carrying the Book 

■ of Constitutions on a velvet cushion 
V Grand Deacons 'with black Rods, on a. line seven 
^ feet apart ; 

B Grand Master; 

^ Two Stewards with white Rods ; 

K Grand Swurd-Bearer with drawn Sword. 

!• A Triuinplial Arch U usually erected at the place 
nvhere the ceremony is to be pei'formed. The proces- 
uion passes through the arch ; and tlie brethren repair- 
Hng to their stands, the Grand Master and his officers 
Phke tlieir places on a temporary platform, covered 
Inrith carpet. The Grand Master commands silence. 
B^n Ode ou Masonry is sung ; after which, the neces- 
faary preparations are made for laying the stone, on 
PVhich is engraved tlie year of masonry, the name of 
Btiie Grand Master, &c. &c. 

1^ The stone is raised up, by means of an engine erect- 
■h for that purpose, and the Grand Chaplain or Orator 
■repeats a short prayer. 

K The Grand Treasurer then, by the Grand Master's 
Bjtummand, places under the stone various sorts of coin 
Kod medals of the present age. Solemn music is in- 
Rroduced, and the stone is let down into its place. 
C The pi'incipl Architect then presents the working 
Rbols to die Grand Master, who applies the plunA, 
Ewuare, and level, to the stone, in their proper posi- 
Blons, and pronounces it to be weli. fghmed, mufL^ 
mmd TRCSTY. 

^ The Golden and Silver Vessels are next brought to 
Rhe table, and delivered; the former to the Deputy 
DSrand Master, onil the latter to the Grand Wardens, 
nrbo successively present them to the Grand Master ; 
■kid he, accnnling to ancient ceremony, pours the com, 
Bke wine, and the oil, twhlch theycootain, on theatonie-v 
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" May tlie all-bomUeoua Author of Nature bless 
,tbe inhabiiaDts of this place witli all tbe necessa- 
ries, conveniences and comforts of life ; assist id 
the erection and completioo of this building ; pro- 
tect tbe workmen against every accident, aiid loii^ 
preserve this structure irom decay : and grant to 
^s all, a supply of the corw of nourishment, the 
I jIvinE of refreshmnt, and the oil oi joy ! 

" So mote il be. Amen." 

He then strikes the stone thrice with the mallet ; 
ind tliB public grand lionoitra of Manonry art given. 
rhe Grand Master then delivers over to the Architect 
y ^e various implements of archilecture, entrusting him ! 
with the superintendance and direction of the work ; 
after which, he re-ascends the platform, and an Ora- ' 
tion suitable to the occasion is delivered. I 

A voluntary Collection is made for the needy work- 
nen ; and the sum collected is placed upon the stone 
I Jjy the Grand Treasurer. 

I A suitable !^ong in honour of masonry concludes the 
Lceretnony ; after which, the procession returns to the 
(slace whence it set out, and the Lodge is closed in 



e form. 



SECTION FOaRTH. 



The fourth section contains the ceremony observed 
*«tthe Dedication of the Free-Masons' Halls. 

On the day appointed, the Grand AIa,ster and his 
officers, accoinpauied by the members uf the Grand 
Lodge, meet in a convenient i-oom near the place 
where the ceremony is to be performed, and open io 



due and ample /on 



a the third deirree of a 



: Master of the Lodge to which the Hall to be 
dedicated belongs, being present, addre&seit the Grand 
Master, as follows : 
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OST Worshipful, 

The brethren of Lodge, being animated 

with a desire of promoting the honour and inter* 
est of the craft, have, at great pains and expense, 
erected a Masonic Hall, for their convenience and 
Rccommodaiion. They are desirous that the same 
lould be examined by the M. W. Grand Lodge : 
if it should meet their approbation, that it 
Tiliould be solemnly dedicated to maionic purposes, 
■eably to ancient form. 

|*Tlie Grand Master tlien directs the Grand Marshal 
I form the procession, when they move furwnrd lo 
te Uall lo be dedicated. On entering, the music 
ill continue while the procesaion marches three tiuies 
wnd the hall. 

f The ludget or flooring, U tlien placed in tlie centre ; 
bd the Grand Master I lav in g taken die chair, undei' 
E^anopv n( state, the Grand Officers, and the Mas- 
>«Brs alio Wardens of the Lodges, repair to the places 

Ereviously prepared for their reception. The three 
lights, and the Gold and Silver Pitchers, with the 
corn, wine and oil, are placed round the Lodge, at tbo 
head uf which stands the Allar, with the Holy Bible 
open, and the Sijuare and Compasses laid ttiereon, 
with the Charter, Book of Constitutions, and By- 
laws. 

An Anlhem is sung, and an Esordiuia on Masonr\ 
riven ; after which, the Architect addre<<ses the UrautI 
Master as follows: 

Most WoRSHiPFtJL, 

Haviog been entrosted with the Euperiotend- 
ence and management of llie workmen employed 
in the constnictioa of this edifice ; and h.-a.vGc^-s 
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?8 StAbOUlC UHART. 

according to ihe besi of my ability, accoinp fished 
ihe task assigned me ; I now return my thanks 
for the honour of this appointment, and beg leave 
to surrender up the implements which were com- 
mitted to my care, wlien ilie foundation of this 
fabric was laid ; humbly hoping, that the exertions 
which liave been made on this occacion, will be 
orowned with your approbation, and that of the 
JMost Worshipful Grand Lodge. 

To which tlie Griwid Master makes the following 

reply : 

Brother Architect, 

The skill and fidelity displayed in the execij. 
tion of the trust reposed in you, at the commence- 
oient of this undertaking, have secured the entire 
iipprobation of the Grand Lodge ; and they sin- 
i:erely pray, that this edifice may continue a last- 
ing monument of the taste, spirit, and liberality of 
its founders. 

An Ode in honour of masonry is sung, accampanied 
ivith instrumental music. 
Tiie Deputy Grand Master then rises, and says : 

Most Worshipful, 

The hall in which we are now assembled, and 

the plan upon which it has been constructed, hav- 
L ing met with your approbatioir, ii is the desire of 
■the frateniity that it should now be dedicated, At' 

eordJHg 10 ancient form and usage. 



V PRESENT OR PAST MABI-ER. / i) 

' ■ Whereupon the Grand Master requests all to retire, 

but such as are Master Masons. A procession is then 
formed in the following order, viz. 

Grand Sword-Bearer; 
A Past Master, with a Light ; 
Jast Master, wilh Bible, Square, and Compasses, 
on a velvet cushion ; 
Two Past Musters, each with a Light; 
^Grand Secretary and Treasurer, wilh Emtilema; 
Graniljunior Warden, with Pitcher of Com; 
, (irand Senior VVarden, wilJi Pituher of W^ine ; 
Deputy Grand Master, with Pitcher of Oil ; 
Grand Master; 
Two StewaHs wilh Rods. 
'AH the other brethren keep their places, and asMst 
.performing an Ode, which coiitioues during the pro- 
cession, excepting only at the intervals of dedication. 
The Lodee l>eirig unc«ft'cred, the first time passing 
round it, die Junior Grand Warden presents the pitch- 
of Corn (u the Grand Master, who pours it out upon 
Lodge, at the same time pronouncing, . 

' In the name of the Great Jehovah, to whom 
ali honour and glory, I do solemnly dedicate 
this Hall to MASONRY." 
The grand honours are given. 
The second time passing round the Lodge, the 
Grand Senior Warden presents the pitcher of Wine 
to the Grand Master, wjio sprinkles it upon the Lodge, 
at the sauic time saying, 

" In the name of the HoLY Saint Johns, I do 
solemnly dedicate this Hall to VIRTUE." 
^^^ The graml honours art twki giuen. 
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The tliiril time passing round tlie Loflge, thp Deptt- 
ty Grand Master presents the Grand Master with tlie 
pitclier of Oil, who sprinkles it upon the Ludge, saj- 

In tlie name of the whole Fraternity, I do so- 
lemnly dedicate this Hall to UNIVERSAL BE- 
NEVOLENCE." 

Tkc grand honours are thrice givea. 

A solemn Invocation is made to tlic Throne of 
Grace, by the Grand Chaplain, and an Anthem sung; 
after which, the Lod^ is covered, and the Grand Mas- 
ter retires to his Chair. 

An Oration is then delivered, and the cei'enionies 
conclude with music. 

The Grand Lodge is then closed in due and ainpli 

SECTION FIFTH. 

Tliis section contains the ceremony observed at 
Funerals, according to ancient custom ; together with 
the Service used on such occasions. 

No mason can be interred with the formalities of the 
order, unless he has been raised tothe sublime degi ._ 
of Master Mason ; as no Fellow Craft or Entered Ap-, 
prentices are entitled to funeral obsequies, o or to at' 
tend the masonic procession, on such occasinns. 

All the brethren, who walk in procession, ahoulil 
observe, as much as possible, an uniformity in thetr 
dress. Decent mourning around the left arm. with 
while stockings, gloves and aprons, are most suitable. 

TTie Funeral Service. 

The brethren being assembled at the lodge room, (or 

some other convenient place.) the presiding a&cer 

opens the Lodge in the third degree, with the usual 

forms; and having stated the purpose of the meeting, 

I rteiervice begins : 



^ Master. " What man is he tliat Itveth, and shall 
i death? Shall he deliver his soul from the 
Jiand of the grave ?" 

^Keaponse. "Man walketh in a vain shadow; he 
upcth up riches, and cannot tell who shall gather 

Master. "Whan he dieth he shall carry nothing 
awaj ; his glorj shall not descend after him." 

ItespoQse. " Naked he came into the world, and 
naked he must return." 

Master. "The Loi'd gave, and the Lord hath taken 
awaj ; blessed be the name of the Lord !" 

The Master then taking the roll in his hand, sajs, 
"Let us live and die like the righteous, that our last 
end maybe like his I" 

The Brethren auswcr, " God is our God for ever 
and ever ; he will be ourguide even unto death !" 

T!ie Master then recoids the name and age of the 
ileceased upon the roll, and says, 

" Almighty Father ! in tliy hands we lenve with 
luuiible submission the soul of our deceased Bro- 
Uier." 

The Brethren answer three times, (giving the graitd 
honours each time,} 

" The will of Cod is accomplished ! So mote it 
be. Amen." 

The Master ihen detwaita the roll in the archievet. 
and repeats the following Prayer : 

" Most glorions God ! author of all good, and . 
iver of all mercy ! pour down thy blessings um 
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82 MASONIC eHAKT. 

US, and slr^tigtlieii our solemn engagements with 
tlie ties of sincere affection I May ihe preseot in- 
stance of mortality remind us of our approaching 
fate, and draw our attention toward ihee, the only 
refuge in time of need ! that, when ibe a\vful mo- 
ment shall arrive, that we are about to quit thk 
transitory scene, the enlivetiing prospect of thy 
mercy, through the Redeemer, may dispel the 
gloom of death ; and after our departure hence in 
peace, and in thy favour, may we be received into 
thine everlasting kingdom, to enjoy, in uniun with 
1 the souls of our departed friends, the just reward ol 
n pious and virtuous life. Amen." 

A prncessiun is then formed, which moves to the 
house of tlie deceased, and from thence to the place ef 
interment. 

Order of Procession at a Funera!. 



Tjler with a drawn Sword ; 

Stewards with white Rods ; 

i, (iflhej are masons,) otherwise they follow 

the Tyler. 

Master Masons. 

Senior atid Junior Deacons ; 

Secretary and Treasurer ; 

Senior and Junior Wardens ; 

Mark Masters ; 

Past Masters ; 

Royal Arch Alasons ; 

Select Masters ; 



PRESEKT OR PAST PIASTER. 
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6 Holy Writings, on a cushion, covered with black 

clotb. carried by tlie oUlesl (or some suitable) 

Member of ihe Lodge ; 

The Master ; 

Clergy; 



! Body, wilh the , 

Pall Bearers. 



insignia placed thereon. 
Pull Bearer?. 



When the procession arrives at the church yard, 
the members of the lodfje form a circle round the 
grave ; and the clergyman and rifiicera of the luil^e 
take their station at Ihe heail of the grave, and the 
mourners at tlie foot. The service is resumed, and 
the following Exhortation is given : 

" Here we view a striking instance of tlie un- 
certainty of life, and tiie vanity of all human pui^ 
saitB. The last offices paid to the dead, are only 
Mseful as lectures to the living : — from tliem we 
are to derive instruction, and lo consider every so- 
lemnity of this kind as a summons to prepare for 
•ar approaching dissolution. 

" Notwithstanding the various mementos of 
mortality, with which we daily meet ;■ notwith- 
standing Death has established his empire over 
all tiie works of nature ; yet, throu^ some un- 
accountable infatuatioD, we forget that we are 
born to die ; we go on froDi one Aei\^n \>s »\w>'\4Wv 
add hope ta kope, and \ay mu. i^\wn% ^^^ '^<^ ^'i*^ 
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ploymem of many years, till we are suddenly 
alarmed with the approach of Death, when we 
least expect him, and at an hour which we proba- 
bly conclude to be the meridian of our existence. 

" What are all the externals of majesty, the 
pride of wealth, or charms of beauty, when Na- 

tttu-e has paid ber just debt ? — Fix your eyes on 
the last scene, and view life slripl of her orna- 
ments, and exposed in her natural meanness ; you 
will then be convinced ofthe futility of those emp- 
ty delusions. In the grave, all fallacies are de- 
tected, all ranks are levelled, and all distinctions 
are done away. 

" While we drop the sympathetic tear over the 
grave of our deceased friend, let charity inc^nr 
us to throw a veil over his foibles, wbatever they 
^^ may have been, and not tvithhold from his memo- 
^^^ ry the praise that his virtues may have claimed. 
^^B Suffer the apologies of human nature to plead ii) 
^^K his behalf. Perfection on earth has never been 
^^B atlained ; — the wisest, as well as the best of men, , 
^^^ buve erred. 

^^M " Let tlie present example excite our most seri- 

^^^ous tlioughts, and strengthen our resolutions of 

^^^ ifmendment. As life is uncertain, and all earthly 

pursuits aie vain, let us no longer postpone the 

all-important concern of preparing for eternity ; 

but embrace the happy moment, while time and 

oppoHunity- offer, to provide ag^nst the great 

bc/iajige, wUeu all ihe p\fta%\B«:6 o^ vV\?, •«OT'\i. iai^ 




vase (0 deliglil, aua tlie reflections of n virtuoic 
and holy life yield the only comfori and consola- 
tion. Thus our expectations will not be Ihistrnted, 
nor we hurried unprepared into the presence €f an 
all-wise and powerful Judf^e, to whom the secrek 
•r all hearts are known. 

" Let UBi while in this stale of ex slence, sup- 
port with propriety the character of our profession, 
advert to tlje nature of our solemn ties, and pursue 
with assiduity the' sacred tenets of our order* 
Then, with becoming reverence, let us seek the fa- 
vour of the Eteii\al God, through the merits of 
his Son our Saviour, %o that when the awful mo- 
ment of Death arrives, be it soon or late, we may 
be enabled to prosecute our journey without dread 
or apprehension, to dial far distant country, whence 
so tr;aveller returns." 

le following invocations are then made by the 
tep; 

Master. " May we be true and faithful ; and may 
.we live and die in love !" 

Answer. " So mote it be."' 

Master. "May we profess what is good, and al- 
ways act, agreeably to our profession !" 

.\nswer. " So mote it be." 

Master. "M;iy (he Lord bless us and prosper m 
and may all our good intentions be crowned with sue- 
eess !" 

i Answer. "So mote it be." 
L 
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Masttr. "Glory to be to God in the highe 
I earth peace ! good will towanls raen !" 

Answer. " So inote it be, now, from henceforth, and 
for erer more. Ainen." 

The apron is taken off from the coffin and handed 
to the MaBler — the cofBn ia deposited in the grave— 
and die Master sa}'s : 

This Lamb Skin, or white leather Apron, is an em- 
Uem of Innocence, and tlie badge of a Mason, more an- 
dent than the golden fleece or Roman eagie; more 
honourable than the star and garter, when worthily 
worn, [7Vie Master tlun dqiosils it in tin grave^ 
This emblem I now deposit in the grave of our de- 
ceased Drutlier. By tiiis we are reminded of the uni- 
versal dominion of Death. The arm of Friendship 
•annut oppose the King of Terrors, nor the charms of 
innocence elude his grasp. This grave, that coffin, 
this circle of mourning fiiends, remind us that we 
(ooare mortal: soon shall our bodies moulder to dust 
Then how important for us that we should know that 
our Redkemem livelh, and that he shall stand al tlie 
latter day upon the Earth. (^TVie Jlfaaltr, holding the 
tvergrem in Aw hand, continuea,] This evergreen it' 
an emblem of our faith in the immortality of the soul. 
By this we are reminded that we have an immortal 
part within us, which shall survive the gr&.ve, and 
which shall never, never, never die. Though like 
•UT Brother whose remains now lie before as, we 
, ihall soon tie clotlied in the habiliments of Dkats and 
deposited in the silent tomb, yet through the media- 
floB of a divine and ascended Saviour, we may cm- 



fdently hope that oor souls will bloom in Kiemal 

The brethren then move in procession rOUQd the 
place of inleriiieni.aadBeverally drop the spt%orev- 
ei^reeD into (lie grave J after whicn, the public grand 
hojiotfra are ^vtn. 

The Muster then contioues the cereinonf at th» 
grove, in the following words : 

"From time iinniemorial, it has been the cuslora 
among the fraternity of free and accepted masons, at 
the request of a brother, to accompanj his corpse t» 
the place of interment, anil there to deposit his re- 
mains with the usual formalities. 

'■ In conformity to this u«age, anj at the request of 
aar deceased brotlier, whose memory we revere, and 
whose loss we now deplore, we have assembled in the 
character of masona, and to offer up to his memory, 
before the world, the last tribute of our affection; 
thereby demonstrating the sincerity^ef our past esteem, 
and our steady attachment to the principles of the or- 
der. 

" The gieat Creator having been pleased, out of his 
mercy, to remove our brother from the cares and trou- 
bles of a transitory existence, to a state of eternal du- 
ration, and thereby to weaken the chain, by which we 
are united man to man; may we, who survive him 
anticipate our approaching fate, and be more strongly 
cemented in tlic ties of union and friendship; that, 
during the short space allotted to our present eiist- 
ence. we may wisely and usefully employ our time; 
Kand, in the reciprocn'of intercourse of kind widCwwi'c^ 



acts, Biutually pforaote the welfare and hapiuness •[ 
Mch oilier. 

" Unto the grave we have resigned the body of ott* 
deceased friend, earth to earth, duat lu dust, ashes to 
ashes, there to remain until the trump sliall sonnd on 
resurrection morn. We can cheerfully leave him 

the hands of a Being who has done all things well ; 
vho is glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing 
wonders. Then let Ug all soimprove this solemn wBrn-' 
ing, that on the great day of acconnt we may receive 
from the compassionate Judge, tlie welcome invitation, 
" Come, ye blessed of my Father, inhei-it the kingdoni 
prepred for you from (he foundation of the world." 
" So mote it be. Amen." 

" Almighty and eternal God, in whom we live, and 
more, and have our being — and before whom all men 
must appear in the judgment day to give an account of- 
their deeds in life; we, who are daily exposed to the 
dying sliafts of death, and now surround the grave of 
•ur fallen brother; most earnestly beseech thee to im- 
press deeply on uur minds the solemnities of this day, 
as well as the lamentable occurrence that has occasion- 
ed (hem. Here may we be forcibly reminded, that in 
»he midst of life we are in death, and that whatever 
elevation of character we may have attained ; however 
vprigkt and s/jiiare the course we have pursued : yet 
shortly must we all submit as victims of its destroying 
power, and endure the humbling level a( the tomb, un- 
til the last loud trump shall sound (he summons of our 
resurreclion from mortality and KOTruplium 



_ "May we have thy diviae aBaislaoce, merciful 

f "God, to redeem our mis-spent time; and in the dia- j 

cliarge of thfi importanl duties thou hast assigned us in 

the erection of our moral edifice, may we have loisdom 

rom on high to direct us, strength commensurate 

I with our ta»k to support us, and the beauty of holiness 

to adora and render all our performances acceptable 

in thy sight ; and when our work is done, and our 

bodies mingle witli the mother earth, may ouv souls, 

disengaged from thoir cumbrous dusi, flourish and 

bloom in eiernal day ; and enjoy that rest which tliou 

hast prepared fur all good and fuithful servants, in that 

spiritual houHe, not made wilh hands, eternal in the 

heavens, through the gi-eat Redeemer. Amen." 

" So mole it be. Amen." 

The procession then returns in form to the place 
whence it set out, where the necessary duties are com- 
plied wilh, and the Lodge is closed in the third degree. 

Note. Jf the Grand MasUr aUtndSi anil prenidtt 

at any ttreraony, it is said to be pcrfornted in ample 

posju; — if a subordinate officer of the Grand l^dge^ 

in DUE fokm; — if vested in the masfer of a siihoiSi- 

I mate /Md^e, in fok-VX 
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HOST EXCELLENT MASTER'S 
DEGREE. 



None but those who have beeu inducted into 
the Oriental Chair of Solomon, hv the unaoimous suf- 
fra^s of their brethren, can be aJmitted to this degree 
of masonry. 

When the temple of Jerusalein waa finished, ami 
tile cap-stone celebrated, with great joy. King Solo- 
mon admitted to this degree, onlj those who had prov- 
ed themselves worthy, by thefr virtue, skill, and in^ 
flexible fidelity to tlie craft. The duties incumbent 
on a Most Excellent Master are such, that he shoDld 
have a perfect knowledge of all the preceding degrees. 

The following Psalm is read at opening. 

PsAuti xiiv. 
" The earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof; 
the world, and they that dwell therein. For he hath* 
founded it upon the aeas, and established it upon the 
floods — Who shall ascend inlo the hill of the Lord? 
or who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath 
elean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up 
his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully- He shall 
receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness 
Rvm the God ot bis aaVsiUon. 'VlViw \a lUe ^neratrsn 



MOST KXOEI.I.ENT MASTF.B. 91 

if tJieiii that seek him, thiit seek itiy face, O Jatoii ; 
^olah. Lift upj-our lieads, yegates; anil be ye lift- 
oii uj), je EY^rlastin^ duorS, aiid (he King uf Glory 
^liall come in. \V ho is (his Kir^ of Glory ? The Lorrf, 
strong and mighty; the Lon), mighty in bailie. Lifr 
up your heads, ye gates ; even lift them »\>, ye ever- 
lasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come in. 
Who is this King of Glory ? The Lord of Hosts, In is 
the King of Glory. Seluh." 

The following ftalm is read duiing the ceremony of 
receiving a candidate in this degree. 

Ps*tM oxii. 

^^ " I was glad when they said ailto me. Let us ao info 

^K& house of the Lord. Our. feet shall stand niltiin 

^^fty gates, O Jerusulein. Jerusalem is buiUled as a 

cily ihatis compact together: whither the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the Loi-d, unto the testimony of Israel, to 

■ gi^e thanks unto the name of the Lonl. For there arc 

It thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of 
ITid. 
F" Pray for the peace of Jerusalem : they shall pros- 
r that love thee. Peace bt within thy waits, and 
Bsperity within thy palaces. For my brethren and 
mpanions' sakes, I will now sny. Peace be within 
ftee. Because of the house of the Lord our God, I 
will seek ihy good.'' 

The following Song is sung with solemn ceremoov. 



P 



J 
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S^^Si^l: 



^^^S^P 



Tkc tem-ple't com -pic- led, Ei-all liigh el 



^^^^^a 




g j ^ rrrfffff^^^ i 



Ttie aouiid of the g*'-**'' '^"'l ^i 



n^^^^ 



The sound of the ga-vtl shall 




p^^ag^# 



all ■ itig Iheir {amt 
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The Iriliei of old h 
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^K Oil tliis joyful day ; 


^K (The occawon is gloriouB,) 


K- The kej-Btone lo lay : 


^Bl Fulfilled is the promihe, 
Hi By Ihe ANCIKNT OF DAVS, 
HH| To bring Torth the cap-stone 
^S ^^'^^ shnutitig and praise. 


[Cer««<mi«0 


There is no more occasion for level or plumb-line. 


For trowel or gavel, for compass or square : 


^mftar works are completetl, the ark safely seated, , 
^B»d »e «hall be greef^d as woi km^ii most rare. 


^L Now those that are worthv, 


HI . Our toils who have shaf'd, m| t^ 


^^ And prov'd themselves fahhtiil, JUfl 


^B Shall meet their reward. , ^^^H 


^^^ Their and knowledge, ^^^^1 


^K Industry and skill, i^^^| 


V- Have our apprubatiuD, ^^H 


mm Have gaiiL'dourgood will. #VV 


^e accept and receive them. Most F.xcellent Masters, 


lorested with honours, and power tii piesiili- ; 
Amnng worthy crafts-men, wherPver assemt'led. 


The knowledge of masons to spread far and wide. 


ALMIGHTY JEHOVAH! 


Descend now an<l &II 


This I.wlge with thy glory. 


Our hearts with gftod will; I 
Preside at our meetings. 


Assist lis to find 


True pleasure in teaching; 


Good will to mankind. 


V\y witdom inspired the great iniitilutioa. 


Thy strength shall support it till nature expire; 


And when ihe creation shall falV inlo rum. 


U* temu^ tbMil me ifcrougli «ic wdtt a^ *ft ^^<^' 


. , 1 
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Tlie ceremony cloaea with the foUowing pasaage^: 

3 CitiiaN. vii. 1 — i. 
Now when Soloroon had made an end of prajing, 
the fire came iIowd from heaven, and consumed the 
burnt ufi'ering aud sacrifices ; and the glory of the Lord' 
filled the huuse. Aud tlie priest could not enter into 
the liouse of the Lord, because the glory of the Lord 
had filled the Lord's house. 
, And when all the children of Israel saw how the fiire^ 
came down, and the glory of the Lord upon the house, 
ihey bowed themselves with their faces to the grotiad 
upon the pavement, and worshipped, and praised the 
Lord, saying. For He is coon; son ins mi^kcv 

^ The following Psal m is read at closing. 

Psalm xxiii. 
"The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. Ha 
Bioketh me to lie down in green pastures : he leadelhi 
rae beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: bfi 
leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's . | 
Hake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for thou art wiUv 
me ; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thai/ 
prepares! a table before me in the presence of mius 
enemies; thou anointest my head with oil; my cu^ 
runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall fol- 
low meal] the days of my life; and I will dwell is thk 
Vtase of die Lord for ever." 
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CHAftUE to a Brother who U received and ai- 
knowledgcd of a most escellenl tnaater. 

" BftOTnER, 

" Your admitmnce to diis degree- of masonry 

p a proof of the pood opinion the brethren of 

Iodide entertain oPjour masonic abiliti^ 

*t this considemiion induce you to be careful of 

(brfeiting, by miscMiiduct, and hisdeiition to oftr 

Krules, that csieein wlijch has raii^ed you to the rank 

T*vou now possess. 

■' It is one of your great duties as a most excel- 
t master, to dispense light and truth to the uiiin- 
jinied mason ] and I need tint i-emind yon tf the 
impossibility of complylufr with t)iis obligation, 
without possessing an accurate acquiilntance with 
the lectures of each degree. 

' If you !ire not already comfiletely conversant 
lU the deffTces heretofore conferred on you, i-e- 
tsember, that an indul<^nce, prompted by a belief 
)hat yon will a jtply yourself nith double diligence 
Ito make yourself so, has induced the brediren tu 
■epl you. 

" Let it therefore be your unremitting study, to 

^acipiire sjich a dfJiTee of knnwledge and infbrma- 

Mi, as shidl enable _you to discharge with propri- 

'fty. the various duUes incnmhent on you, and to 

pre-en'e nnSuKied, the title now conferred upon 

f you, »f a MOST EXCELLENT MA-STE.y^" 



A Description of Solomon's Temple, 



This Biniclure, for beauty, magrnificeace, and 

rense, eiceedeil any buildiiiK which was ever erei 
I v,AS built of large etoDes of white marble, cariuusli 
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artfully joined t(^ether, chat they I^k, 
leared like one entire stone. Its inner W«//«, Heamf, 
?oals. Boors, Fhors, aii'^CciUngs, were made of c«. 
'dar and olive wood, nnd inanksuf fir; tthlcli tvere^> 
tirely covered wilh plates of gold, with varinus bean^' 
ful engrnviup, and adorned with pieciiiOB jewels 
many splendid colours. The nHila wliieh fast^'ni 
thiise plates were aUo 'if guld, with heads of lUriouft, 
workmanship. The ninf was nf olive wood, . mertid 
with gold; and when the sun shuue thereon, iV<- 
tion from it was of such u refulgtnl »;,/«,.. ■ . 
dazzled the eyes of all who beheld it. i!.' •■ 
which tlie temple titood, mid ihe courld v . i i '. ; 
adorned on all sides with atutcly bulMini: -. in i 
ters ; anit the gates entering therein, weie i > n 
beautiful andflegaut. The ves»elii consei;rated 
perpetual use of the !Pnij)le, were suited to die 
niticenie of the edifice in which they were depdsitetL 
and used. 

Joseph us slates, that there were one hundred mL 
forty thousand of those vesuels. which wei-e made uf 
gold, and line million three hundroil and furly thou- 
sand of silver ; ten thousand vesimen s for ihe iiri4>tit«^, 
made of silk, with purfile girdles ; and two mllliuns of 
purple vestments for the singers. There were also 
twa hundred thousand trumpets, and forty ihuusantl 
other musical instruments, made.Kse of in the temple:, 
and in worshipping God. - 

According to the moat accurate comnulaliun of (he 
number [if Talents of |[uld, silver, and braids, laid ont^ 
upon the temple, the sum amounts to six thousand 
Bine huudred and four millions, eight hundred snd 
twenty-two ihouiand and five hundred pounds si6r- 
)iitl{ ; unil the jeiVels are reckoned to exceed this wim. 
'/■/legold vessels lire «s>Utna.Ui »\ %.^* N^ifti^wi V«ii 



^ -^ 




as 



forty-live millions, two humlreil anil niiiety-sisthou- 
s.inil, two hun<lreil and tliree pDunil^, and fduf shil- 
lings, sterling; and tlie silver OBes, at fuur^huQilrcd and 
tliirl^-nine milliuna, three hundred and rurty-four 
thousand piiund^ sterling; iiinountins in ull, to nine 
h'indred ami ci^htj-four miliums, six hundred ond 
thirty thousand, two hundred and thirty pounds, four 
shillings.' In ailditiim to this, there were esneuBea f^ 
workmen, anil I'jr muteriula brought from MiiunL I^ 
buQu^, nnd llie quanies of /eradatha. There werP 
ten thousand] men per moath in Letmnon, employed in 
Tilling and pre|Mrin<r the timbers for the craltsmen to 
hew tliem ; seventy thousand to carry burdens ; eighty 
thousand to hew the stonrs and tiinbei- ; and three thiiu- 
saml three hundred overseers of the work ; who were 
ail employed for seven vcitrs; to whom, besides their 
wiis?s and diet. Ring Siilamoa gave, as a free gift, six 
mpiiims, seven hundred and thirty -three thousandj nine 
hundred and seveoiy -seven pounds. 

The treasure left by David, towards carrying on this 
noble and glorious work, is reckoned to be nine hun- 
dred and eleven millions, four hundred and siAieen 
thiiusand, twii hundred and seven pounds ; to which, if 
we udd Ring iSolomnn's Riinual revenue, Ida trading to 
Ophir for giild, and tttp [iresenls madt: him by all the 
earLli, as menlioned ttjktugs x. 24, 23, we shall not 
wuiider at his being abte to carry on so expenave a 
workj nur can wc'vithout impiety, iiuestioii itssar- 
pa-^fing; a|l nther siruelun-s, since we are assured that 
It uits built by the immediate din-ctiou id' HBAVHN. 
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This dp^ree is more august, sublime, andlli 
portatit, than all which precede it. It impresaes ( 
•ur minits a belief of the bein^ and existence of tt 
Siipreiue Graud High Priest iil our Salvation ; who 
wiihout beginning uf days or end of jearb; and fui 
•ibiy rerainds us of the reverence due to his Hul| 
Msme. 

In this decree is brought to light many esiseDtiai 
which are of importance to the craft, that were ^ 
vealed in darkness fur the space of four hundred a 
■evenly years; and without a knowledge of which tin 
nasunic character canDot bo complete. 

SECTION FIRST. 

This section explains the mode of government ,i 
this degree; it designates thejfppellation, numberan 
siluationnf the several officers, and points out ihepui 
pose and duty of iheir respective stalions. The vari 
ouB colours of their banners are designated; and thl 
to which they allude are introduced and ex' 
plained. 

The following passage of acriplure is read at open- 
ing: 

3TMKS5. iii. 6—18. 

Now we command you, brethren, in the name of i 

Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw youi'sclvea ttiu 

•very brother that walkeih disorderly, and not afWi 

tke traditinn whicia ye tewN«i •^ w, ^w >'«,'s. 
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selves know how je ounht to follow us: forwebeiiav- 
ed not ourgelveti ilUorilerly among you; neither ilid 
we eal any man's breail foe nought ; but wrouglil with 
labour and travail night ami day, that we might not be 
chai'geable to any vT you ; not because we have not 
power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto you to 
fullinv U9. For even when we were with you. this ire 
cnmmamleil yuu, that it' any would not work, neither 
should he cat. Fur we hear that there are some which 
walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are 
busybodies, Now them that are such we command 
and exhort, by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with cjuiet- 
ness they work, and eat their own bread. But ye. 
brethren, be not weary in well doing. And if any 
man ubev nut our word by This epistle, note that man, 
ami have nu company with him, that he may be aiihaRi' 
ed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish 
him 33 a l>rolher. Now the I.onl of peace himself 
give you peace alwaya^y all means, Tlie Loitl be 
with you all. 

The s:i!uta1ion of nul'with mine own hand, which 
is the taken in every epistle : so I write. The grace 
of i>ur ^rd Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
SECTION SECOND. 

Thi^ section contains much valuable liistprical in- 
l'iirtii,iii.iri, ai.il exh&^» to our view, in strikiii| colours. 
thai pi'i^peri'y miu happiness are ever the ultimate 
consc'iufiifi'- "f virtue ajui justice; white disgi'ace 
aii'l mill iiivAi-iably ffllluw tne practices of vice' and 
Hlily. 

Tl'.:' 

inlriHiiiii 



■ tiill(il^»iR charges ami passajtes of srriptuce mk. 
Ill ed ijuriUj; llie ccrcmouy ot fe\a.\WA*«\ 

0* 
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Isaiah xliii. 16. 

" I will bring the blind by a way that they knew 
not; I will lead them in paths that they have not 
known ; I will make darkness light before them, and 
•rooked things straight. These things will I do unto 
them, and will not forsake them.'' 

Prayer* used at the Exaltation of a Royal Arch 

Mason. 

O thou eternal and omnipotent JEHOVAH, the 
Uxorious and everlasting I AM, permit us, thy frail, 
dependent and needy creatures, in the name of our 
Most Excellent and Supreme High Prie&t, to approach 
thy divine majesty. And do thou, who sittest bettoeen 
the Cherubim, incline thine ear to the voice of our 
praises, and of our supplication ; and vouchsafe to 
commune with us from oft' the mercy seat. We hum- 
bly adore and worship thy unspeakable perfections, 
and thy unbounded goodness and benevolence. We 
bless thee, that when man had sinned, and fallen from 
his innocence and happiness, thou didst still leave un- 
to him the powers of reasoning, and the capacity of 
improvement and of pleasure. We adore thee, that 
amidst the pains and calamities of our present state, 
90 many means of refreshment and satisfaction are 
afforded lie, while travelling the rugged path of life^ 
And 0, thou who didst aforetime appear unto thy ser- 
vant Moses in a flame of fire, out of the midst of a 
hush, enkindle, we beseech thee, in each of our heftrtir 
~ a Hume of devotion to thee, of love to each otbeji;Jinid[ 
of benevolence and charity to all mankind. Maj the 
veils of ignorance aiiA\AmOL\i^«iVifct«KkwwkfeaMt<Ki' 



ROYAl ARCH. 103 

ejes of our understanJiMgs, that we may boh(>!<l and 
adore thy mighty ami wjiidiuus works. May tl.^ fjd 
and staff of thy grace and power contiiiua!!)' su[p4>rt 
us, and defend ua from iKe rage of all our enemU^, and 
especially from the subtilty and malice of thai old 
serpent, who with cruel vigilance »teketh ouv ruin. 
May the leprosy of sin be eradicateLJ fu)»n our bofinnts ; 
and may Huliness to the Lord be engraven upon all 
our thoughts, words and actions* May the iucciSi- of 
piety ascend continually unto thee, from off the allar 
of our hearts, and btirn day and night, as a sv eet- 
smelUng savour unto thee. May we daily search the 
records of truth, that we may be moie and more in- 
structed in our duty ; and may we share the bles<-ed- 
ness of those who hear the sacred word, and keep it* 
And finally, O merciful Father, when we shall have 
passed through the outward veils of these earthly 
eourts, when the earthly house of this tabernacle shall 
be dissolved, may we be admitted into the IJo!>i of 
Holies above, into the presence of the Grand Council 
of heaven, where the Supreme ///ifA Priest {kiv fn%v 
presides, for ever reigns. Amen. So moie it be. 

Exodus iii. I — 6. 

" Now Moses kept the flock of Jerhro his fathei-in- 
. law, the priest of MilJian 5 and he led the flock to the 
back side of the desert, and came to the mountnin of 
God, even to Uoreb. And the angel of the Lori" ap- 
jbetred unto him in a flame of fire, out of the mi < t of 
jkliMh; anijthe looked, and behold the bubh buiiied 
)l|kh fire, and the bush was notconsauv^d. 
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" And when the Lord saw that he turned aside ti> 
see, God called to him out of the bush, and said, Mo- 
ses, Moses ! And he said, Here am I. And he said. 
Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from oft" thy 
feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground. Moreover he said, I am the God of thy fa- 
ther, the God of Abraham, the God of I^-aac, and the 
God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face : for he wars" 
afraid to look upon God." 

2 Chron. xxxvi. 11 — 20. 

Zedekiah was one and twenty years old, when he 
began to rugn, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusa- 
lem. And he did ib.at which was evil in the sidit of 
the Lord his God, and humbled not himself before Je- 
remjah the prophet, speaking from the mouth of the 
Lord. And he also rebelled against king Nebuciiad- 
nezzar, and stitfeiieci his neck, and hardened his heart* 
from turning unto the Lord Gad of Israel. Moreover 
all ihe chief of the priests and the people transgressed 
very niuch,_ after all the abominations of the heathen 
and polluTCMl the house of the Lord, v/hich he had hal- 
lowed in Jerusalem. And the Lord God of their fa- 
thers sent to ihecn by his messengers, because he had 
compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place- 
But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised 
his word, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of 
the Lord arose against his people, till there was no 
remedy. 

Therefore he brought upon them the king of the 

Chaltiees, who slew their young men with the sword,. 

in the house of their sav\cl>x«LY^>w:i^VTaAxjatwsi^^a«\QRv 
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Lk]P«b jouDg Kea or maiileDH, olil men, or him that 
MItuoped for age : he gave them all into hU hand. And 
fcll the vessels of the house of Gud, great aad small. 
^lil the treasures of the house of the Lord, aad the 
reasures of (he Ring, and his priucog: all these he 
pu^it to Babylon. 

' And they burr.f the house of Gnd, and brake dow» 
itbe wall of Jerusalem, and burot all (he palaces thereof i 
■ with fire, and destroyed all ffiegouilly veasela thereof, ■ 
b And them that had escaped frain the sword, carried he 
■away to Babylon ; — where they we»e servants to lup 
fftii his boas, until the reign of the kingdom of JPersia, 

Ezra i. I— S. ft 

in the first year of Cyrus, King of Persia, the 

iird stirred up Ihe spirit of Cyrus, King <it' Persia, 

ftthat he made a proclamatioD throughmit all his king- 

l>dum, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith 

Cyrus, King of Persia, The Lord Gud of Heaven halh 

{tveu nie all the kjogduniS uf the earth, an^ he hath 

charged lue to build him an hou«e at Jerusalem, ^Uch 

tla in Judah.— Who is there among you of all hjj^o- 
ide ? .His Ood be with him, aitd let him ^o up to Je- 
Inisalem, which is in Judah, and build th^^ house of the 
Lord God of Israel, which is Jo Jerusalem. 



Atiil Moses said unto God, Behold, when I cninc 
UDto the children of Isiael, and sluill say unto ihrm. 
The God ol' your fathers halh senl'me iintojnui ; and 

^/jbf shall Bay to me. What is tits name ? What »hnU I 

^^w- anlo them ^ 
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And God gaid unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: 

And tlius thou shalt say unto the children of IsraeU 
I AM hath sent me unto vou. 

Psalm cxli. 

Lord, I cry unto thee : make haste unto me ; give 
ear unto my voice. Let my prayer be set forth before 
thee as incense, and the lifting up of hands as the eve-j£ 
ning sacrifice. Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth ; 
keep the door of my Hps. Incline not my heart to any 
•vil thing, to practice wicked works with men that 
work iniquity. Let the righteous smite me, it shall be 
A kindness; let him reprove me, it shall be an excel- 
lent oil. Mine eyes are unto thee, God the Lord ; 
in thee is my trust; leave not my soul destitute. 
Keep n»e from the snares which rhey have laid for me, 
and the gins of the workers of iniquity. Let the wick- 
ed fall into their own nets, while that I withal escape* 

Psalm cxiii. 

I cried unto the Lord vith my voice ; with mv voice- 
unto the L.)rd (li<i I make my supplication. I poured 
out my coniplaiiit before him : 1 shewed before him my 
trouble. When my spirit was overwhelmed within 
mc, tfien tho'i knewest my path : in the way whereia 
I walked, havt; they privily laid .a snare for me. I 
1(» ;keil un mv riyrbf hand.ahd bfheld, but there was no 
man that would kno»v me : refuge failed me : no iikaa 
carod for mv soni. I cried unto ihee, Lord : 1 aaid, 
Tlsou art mv refuge, and m^ portion in the land of the 
livin'^. Attend unto my cry ; for I am brpu^ht "jftcy 
low: deliver me from u\n \i^v's^ic,v\Xftt^ \ Ca^ tKey are 
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fnijpr than I. Brmg my snul out ur tlarknes», tliat 
I maj may pi-aise ihy naiue, 

Psalm csliii. 

'Hear mv prayer, Lorrf; give car tn my supplies- 

In ihy faithtilnesH answer ftie.und in thy liglit- . 

^emaiiesa. Anil enter not iii'.o juilgnierit with ihyser- 

V^nt: fcir in Uiy sight shall niMnuti living tjte justified. 

For ihe enemy haih |>ei-Bi-'CUt^rn|^*iml i he liath mude 

me KtilwellinilsrkneBs. ' Therefure is my spirit overj. 

whelmed wiihiume; my heart niiKiti'me is tiesutat*. 

H»ar mc spceilily,*0 L'lnl ; my spirit failelli; hide 

liy face frum me, lest 1 be like ihem tlM|><iduwii 

the pit. -Cu'ihe me to hear thy hiving kiiidiu'ss in 

Ihee <! > 1 Irunl i cause me ii» kimw 

'the srny vhm-nn I Hh.mlJ walk ; for ) lifi up my soul 

uniu (hee. Teath me tii ihi thy will ; tbt thou art my 

G(h1: brinn;A,V kkuI nut uf trouble, and of tliy mercy 

itofl' laineeiieoiies, Tor I am thv servant. 

acs iv. 1—10. ^ 

f And MiiseB answered ami said. But l)ehold, fmy 
irlll niif belie'^ me, inT hei<rken unto my voire: f'lr 
ivill E[ty, The Liinl halh imt nppeured uDtn tliee. 
|Ln<l the Lor'd auid unto liim, VVhai is iliatio ihine 
|hn<IF And he said, X rod. Aod he sau\, ^^s\ it un 
il he cast it on the ;rr'iund, audit Iwcanie 
a jwrpenl ; and Mo>ea fled frmii before il. And the 
Lord haid unto Moses, Pii| f.irtli ihiii^huid, nml l.tke 
M l>v the mil. And he pi^forih hittlMlid and caught 
' (i^ an^ it hecsme a md in/liis hand. Th»L tlwj 
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' Abrahiim, (lie God of Imilc, and the God at Su 
hallf ap|)pnreil un(o tliee. 

" Anil the Lurd eaiil fiii'thermiire unto htm. Put li 
fViine liaiiii into'lhy bneoni ; ami lie pui \\'i» hand ti 
Wi^ busum ; anil tvheii he tnuk it m t. LivhitUl, hw k 
was lepiuwa a& stAw. Ami he soiil. I'm Uune Mj 
mli> <hy bflsiirii ai;aiii : ami \if pat liis htinti iDta^b^l 
som HgHin ; aiul he [il^kril it nut "I' liis bi>Mi 
. bfhtil<l, it viian tii!'ae4t ttgaiu ax l>iii <)tl)er lleali. Awl 
ill nmie t-ipafis, if lliey «1ll not believe thefc. nrit 
arkcii ly (h^vjiifp uf llie first sign, that they wiU. 

"Aiii^ »<hall cam« In |>aF»>, if ihcy Mill not 
als» ihesu two aignx, neillier heaikei. undi titv \m 
thatlhnu shall tiiJce uf ilie ualerut ihv titer, atitl lii 
it uinii th« tlrv lami : and the water which ihau taki 
out uf the riv», shall become blocid upuii the dry lui 

Haggai ii. i — 4, 93. 

^eak now tn Zeruhbabel, the son of Sheatliel, 

t of Jmlah, anil lo Joshua, the sun ul Jusetl 

_l( pi'iew, and tu ihe resiiiueiif the people, SBf&IJ 

J WhoiH left among you, that «a» ihixluiiise iji herfin 

t^lnrj ? ami hiiw Ju jrou hee ii now ? is' it not, in yoi 

T^yes, in cwtipariBtm of it, as mitliin^? Yet now I 

strung, O.Zerul>l>abel; ami >)e '^iroii;;, I) Ju^hua, hiHi 

JonciJeffflie higli piieftl ; anil be Htrong. ,ill vepenple 



" In that d&f, will I t«ke thee. Zembbabel, i 
servant, 'he son of Shealtiel, aaiih Uie Lnnl, sud « 
Make (hce a> a aiijtiet : fur I have chuatMi the^." 
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Zkchariah iv. 9, 10. 

The hands of Zerubbabel ha\e laid the foanda^ion 
of thi> httuse; his hands ahull also finish it ; and th tu 
shaft know timi the Lor.l of hosts lialh sent mf u.no 
ynn. Fur who hath ile-pi.^ed the dav uf small thiiiv;s? 
fur *hey whall rejoice, and shall see the plunuuetin the 
hand ut* Zerubbabelj with those seven. 

M Amos ix. 1 1. 

J* 

"In that day will I rai^ie up the tabernacle of Da- 
vid tliat is faliei), anfl close up the bnaches thereof 
aixl I will raise up bis ruins, and I will build it as in 
the dajs uf old."' 

The r)llowing passages of scripture are read by the 
High Priest. 

Gfne^jis i. 1 — 3. 
In the bpsinning God cTatiMJ the heaven and the 
earth. And the earth was withont fortii and \oid; 
and darkness \\a*i nnon the fare of thed^ej.; and the 
S;iiil of God nii»ied U|joii the iiice rt' the waters.— 
And God Haid, Let t'nere be li^ht : anil there was 

li<c!it. Dkut. x\xi. 24 — Of). Ami it can»e tu pass 

when Moses hati made a?i end of writinti: 'he words of 
this law in a b'>ok, uniil lii-v - ere ^l(!i^lie:^ ihat M s;ses 

• 

comniandi'l the lje\ites v. liuli bire tlie arfc of >he 
covenant uf the Lord^ sa\in'.:, T'ke tliv- I).- >k of the 
la'it ii id put i. in the si;!e nt" t!i': ai K : I •he «n^enant 
of ihe Loul vour (iu.l. thai it nia^ !;o tliiMT fi.;" a iV'C- 

ne-s aijai'jsr thee. Kxonu-^ xx. i2l. And t!, ;. -h It 

put the iiierrv seat alNive, u|M»n the.iik: aisd in die 
ark thou siiali put tl'e te^tinuMiv that I *''..r ;:iv*' I'.i'e. 
')x(ii>us xvi. is^i. — o4. .'Viid M-jse?. -;iid, 'I'Uirj i? 

10 
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fbe thing which the LoH commandeth. Fill an «nur < 
•f the marinn, to be kept for your generaliiiiiB; that 
thej may bee the bi-eail wherewith I have feJ jou n 
the wililerneaa, when I biought you forth froni the land , 
rf Egypt. And MiaeJt said unto Aaron, Take a pot, 
and put an omer full of manna therein, and lay it up 
befnre the Lord, to be kept fur ytrar geneiatiinis. As 
the Lord cnmiiiande'l Mosee, so Aiiran laid it up be-^ 

fore the (eslimony to be kept. Nvwbkhs svii. 10^ 

And the Lord tiaid unto Moses, Bring Aarun's rod 
^gain before the lestimony, to be kept for a token.— — - 
HtBKtws ix. S— 5. For there was a taberniicle made ; 
Hit first, wherein was the candlestick, and the tabic' 
and the aHfcw-bread, which is called the Sancluarv. 
And after the veils, (he tabernacle, which is called the' 
Holieat of all ; which had the golden censer, and the' 
ark of the covenant, overlcid round about with goldJ 
wherein was the gulden pot that had manna, and A«-^ 
ron'a rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; 
and over it, the cherubims of glory, shadowing the' 
■ mercy seat; of which we cannot now speak particu- 
larly. 

ExoDvs vi. 3, S. 
"And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him 
I am the Lord ; and I appeared unto Abraham, unto 
Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almightr; 
taut by my name JEHUYAH wa« 1 not koowii t» 
them." ' 

The High Priest will then recite the follnwing paa- 
BBge, previoun to invesiing the «aadidate withaain-^ 
p»rtaat sxcret af the 4egree^ 




'• In the beeinning was Ihe Word : and the Word 
was wiih God, and ihe word was God. The iame 
was in the l)e<pnning with Gud. All things were made 
by him: ami without hint was not any I'ling made 
iiiai was made. In him was life, and the life was the 
lijihf a( men. And the hslit shJneih in darkness, and 
Uie darkness cnrnprehendeth it nirt." 

The ftillowing re[nark§ relative to King Sniouion's 
|ein[ile, cannot be uninte resting to a Koyal Arch Ma- 






ThiB famous fabric was situated on Mount Aforiah, 
near the place where Abraham was about to offer up 
hia aim Isaac, and where David met and appeased ihe 
destnijing angel, who was visible over the thrrnliing 
floor 1)} Oman CheJefiusilf. ft was begun in the fourth 
year of the reign of Solomon; the third afler the death 
ui* David; liiur hundred i<nd eighty years after the 
passage of the Red Sea, and on the second day of the 
inunOi Zif, being the second month of the sacred year, 
which answei^ to ihe :2lHt of April, in the year of (he 
world two ihiiusund nine hundred and ninety-iwo; 
ipd was carried on with such prodidous speed, that it 
tinished, in all its parts, in littFe more llian sevea 

By (he masonic art, and the wise regulations of Soio- 
un, this famous edifice nas erected withoiit the 
sound of (hca^tc, hammer, or any tuol of iron; (iir the 
stones tvGre all hewed, squared and numbered, in tlie 
t|uame8of Zciud&thah, where they were raised; the 
timbers were fitted and prepared in the forest of Leba- 
non, and conveyed by aea in lloats to Joppa, and from 
thence by land to Jerusalem; where the fabric waa 
trected by the assistance of wooden instruments pre- 
ired fur that purpose. And when Ihe building v^^a 
lished, its bcveral parts fitted w\\htiiaV,«iAt\.»savj, 
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tfiat it had more the appearance of being the handj 
work of the Supreme Architect of the Universe, than 
of human hands. 

In the jear of the world S029, King Solomon died, 
and was succeeded bv his son liehoboain. Soon after 
t}iis, in.stiu;ated and led on by Jeroboam, the sou of Ne- 
bar, ten of the tribes revolted from Rehoboam, and set 
up a separate kingdom, with Jeroboam at their head; 
In this manner were the tribes of Israel divided, and 
under two distinct governments, for two hundred and. 
fifty-four years. The ten revolted tribes became weak 
and degenerated; their country was laid waste, and 
their government overthrown and extirpated by Sal- 
manezer. King of Assyria. After a series of changes 
and events, Nebuchadnezzar, Kingof Babylon, having 
beflieged Jerusalem, and raised towers all round the 
city, 80 that, after defending it f )r the space of a year 
and a half, it was, in the eleventh your of the reign of 
Zedekiah, King of Judah, surreridere<l and delivered 
at midnight to tho officers of Nebuchadnezzar, who 
iuckedaud destroyed the temple, aii«l took away all the 
ho'y vessels, togeiher with those 1vv'» famou-^ brazen 
pillars; and t!ie remnant of th«.» per»pl<» that escaped the 
S'.vord, carri»^d he uwav cantives to Babvion, where 
they remamed servants to him and his successors, un- 
til the reign of Cyrus. Kinjj; of Persia. Cyrus, in the 
first ^ear of his reijcn, being directed by that divine 
power which invisibly led him to the throne (»f Persia* 
issued his famous edict for the liberation of :he He- 
brew captives, witii permission tjiat they should return 
to their native country, and rebuild the city and fioffse 
(f tkt Lurd. Acconlingly. the principal people »)f the 
tribes of Jmlah and B«Mijamin, with the Priests and 
Levites. immediately d»»Tiarted for Jerusalem, and com 
menced the^reat and ;>:lorious work. 
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t^HjlRGE to a newly Exalted Companion. 
Worthy Compamon, 

By die Gonseiil and assistance of ihe ineiobers 
of liih Chapter, you are now exalted to the sub- 
lime and honourable degree of Royal Arch Ma- 
son, The rites and mysteries developed in this 
'gree, have been handed down through a chosen 
hanged by thne, and uncontrolled by pre- 
[ndiee; and we expect and trust, they will be re- 
d by you wiUa the same veneration, and 
'ansmiited niih die same scrupulous purity, to 
lur successors. 

No one can reflect on the ceremonies of gaining 
tissioQ into this place, without being forcibly 
ick with (he importnut leiisuns nhicli they 
Here we are necessarily led to coniem- 
tlate, with gratitude and admiration, the sncred 
Source from whence all earthly comforts Rov, — 
Here we find additional inducements to continue 
stedfasi and immoveable ia the discharge of our 
respective duties ; and here we are hound by tlie 
most solemn lies, to promote each other's welfare, 
and correct each other's failings, by advice, adino. 
nition, and reproof. As it is our earnest desire, 
and a du^ we owe to our companions of this 
order, tliat the admission ol' every candidate into 
this chapter, should be attended by the approba- 
tion of the most scratiniiinif eye, we hope always 
to possess die satisToctjoD of liiidhig; uau-t 3iuvi\u^ 
10» 
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us, but such as will promote, to the utmost of 
their power, the great end of our institution. By 
paying due attention to this determination, we ex- 
pect you will never recommend any candidate to 
this Chapter, whose abiliti' s, and knowledge of 
the preceding degrees, you cannot freely vouch 
for, and whom you do not firmly and confidently 
believe, will fully conform to the principles of our 
order, and fulfil the obligations of a Royal Arch 
Mason. While such are our members, we mav ex- 
pect to be united in one object, without lukewarra- 
ness, inattention or neglect ; but zeal, fidelity and 
affection, will be the distinguishing characteristics 
of our society ; and that satisfaction, harmony and 
peace, may be enjoyed at our meetings, which n« 
other society can afford. 

Closing Prayer, 

By the wisdom of the Supreme High Priest, may we 
be directed ; by his strength, may we be enabled ; and 
by the beauty of virtue, may we be incited, to perform 
the obligations here enjoined on us ; to keep inviolably 
the mysteries here unfolded to us; and invariably to 
practice all those duties out of the Chapter, which are 
inculcated in it 

fResponse.] So mote it be. Amen. 
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This degree cannot legally be conferred on any 
but Royal Arch Masuns, wllolla^e taken alt the pre- 
ceding degrees ; anil it is prepuratory to (haCW' llie 
Select Master. AltltougK rt is short, yet it contains 
some vuluuble information, and is intiinblely connected 
witti ttie degree of Select Master. It &\eu eiialtles u$ 

^^ witli ease and facilily to evamiiie tlie privileges of oth- 

^w^ers to this degree; while, i^t the same time, it proves 

^^r ourselves. 

^^m The fiilluwing passages of scripture, &c. are con- 

^^midered to be appropriate to this degree. 

^B 1 Kings vii. 48—50, and -ID. 

^^H And Solomon made all the vessels that pertained 
^^r unto the house of the Lord : the allar of gold, ami the 
^^B table of gold, thereupon the shew-bread was; »d 
^ft the candlesticks of pure gold ; five on the light side, 
anJ five on (he leli, before the onicle ; with the flow- 
ers, and the lamps, and the longs of gold ; and the 
bowU, Bnd the snnfters, and the basons, and the sjKions, 
and tiie censers, of pure gold ; and the hinges of gold, 
both for the doom of the inner house, the most holy 
place, and for the doors of the house, to wit, of tlw. 
^^ Temjile. So llin\tn vaaA^ va ^vA fA. ^vi\w^ -^ ■<»* 
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work, that he had made King Solomon, for the house 
of the Lord. 

Rev. xxii. 12—14. 
And behold I come quickly ; and my reward is with 
me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, 
the first and the last. Blessed are they that do his 
commandments, that they may have a right to the tree 
of life, and may enter in through the gates into the 
city. 

1 Kings vi. 27. 
And he set the cherubims within the inner house; 
an<l they stretched forth the wings of the cherubims, so 
that the wing of the one touched ihe one wall ; and the 
wing of the other cherub touched the other wall; and 
their wings touched one another in the midst of tlie 
house. 

The Ark, called the glory of Israel, which was seat- 
ed in the middle of the holy place, under the wings of 
the cherubim, was a small chest, or coffer, three feet 
nine inches long, two feet three inches wide, and three 
feet three inches high. It was made of wood, except- 
ing only the mercy seat, but overlaid with gold, both 
inside and out. It had a ledge of gold surrounding it 
at the top, into which the cover, called the mercy seat, 
was let in. The mercy seat was of solid gold, the 
thickness of a hand's breadth : at the two ends of it 
were two cherubims, looking inwards towards each 
other, with their wings expanded ; which embracing 
the whole circumference of the mercy seat, they met 
on each side, in the middle; all of wliich, the Rabbins 
»ay, was made out of the same mass, without any sol- 
dering of parts. 
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Here- the Shekinah, or Divine Presence, rested, land 
was visible in the appearance of a cloud over it. From 
hence the BathkoU issued, and gave answers when 
God was consulted. And hence it is that God is said, 
in the scripture, to dwell between the cherubim ; that 
is. between the cherubim on the mercy seat, because 
there was the seat or throne of the visible appearancd; 
of his glory among them^ 
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This degree is the summit and perfection of 
ancient masonry ; and without which the history of 
the Royal Arch Degree cannot be complete. It ra- 
tionally accounts for the concealment and preser\'atioii 
of those essentials of the craft, which were brought to 
light at the erection of the second Temple, and which 
lay concealed from the masonic eye four hundred and 
seventy years. 

Many particulars relative to those few who, for their 
superior skill, were selected to complete an important 
part of King Solomon's Temple, are explained. 

And here too is exemplified an instance oi justice 
and mercy t by our ancient patron, towards one of the 
eraft, who was led to disobey his commands, by au 
over zealous attachment for the institution. It ends 
with a description of a particular circumstance, which 
characterizes the degree. 

The following Pslalm is read at opening: 

Psalm Ixxxvii. 
" His foundation is in the holy mountains. The Lord 
loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings 
of Jacob. Gloiious things are spoken of thee, O city 
of God. Selah. I will make mention of Rahab and 
Babylon, to them that know me. Behold Philistia»and 
Tjre, with Ethiopia; tiQi^m^TiV)^\MttL>^^t^ K3wl 



I«f Zion it shall be eaid, This anil thai man wbb born in 
; and the highei^t himself shall establish her. The 



Lord shall c 
■ this n 



teth up the people, that 
Bing- 



when he 

1 there. Selah. As well the 
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ers, as the players on instruments, shall he there : 

my springs are in ihee," 

L The following paaaagea of scripture are introduced 
nnd explained : 

^ 1 Kings iv. 1, 5 and 6. 

So King Solomon was king over all Israel, Ara- 
riah, the lioo of Nathan, was over (he officers; and 
Zubuil, the tiun of Nathan, waa principal uflif er, and 
the king's friend ; and Ahishar was over the house- 
hulH ; and Adoniram, the sod of Abda, was over the 
tribute. 



1 Ring! 



, 18. 



And the king coin. nanded, anil they brought preat 

■tones, costly stones, and heweil stones, to lay the 

.foundation of the house. And iioloiiinu'H builders iind 

buihlera did hew them, and tlie Alone-Mjuarers: 

so they prepared timber and stones to build the house. 

1 Ktngs viii. 15, 14. 
And Ring Solomon sent ami ferched Hiram out of 
Tyre. He was a widow's aoW. of ihe inbe of Naph- 
tali ; and his father was a mari of Tyre, a worker of 
brasx ; nnd he was tilled with wi.^dum and understand' 
LDg, and cunning, (u work all wuiws in brass. 

EzBKIKL XXvil.'g. 

The ancien's of (ieljal, ai.it t\\^.'«\se tbcu '(swixww 
trare m tkt* tJj/ «alken : ftll xVtu. ^ViSe» «( ^^ 
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tlieir mariners, were in thee, to occupy thj mercttan- 
dize. 

Deut. xxxi. 24—26. 
And it came to pass, when Moses had made an rnd 
of writing the words of this law in a book, until thej 
were finished, that Moses commanded the Levites, 
which bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord, saving. 
Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the 
ark of the covenant uf the Lord jour God, that it may 
be there for a witness against thee. 

Exodus xvi. 33, 34. 
And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot, and put am 
omer full of manna therein, and laj it up before the 
Lerd, to. be- kept for jour generations. As the Lord 
commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the tes- 
titnonj to be kept 

Numbers xvji. 10. 
And the Lord said unto Moses, Brino: Aaron's rod 
agaiii btff.re the tcatimonj, to be kept i\n' a token. 

Numb JUS vii. 89. 
And when iVoses \\;is ^one into the tabenmrle of 
the roni^re^a'i.>]i, to sj.eak v iih liiii\, then he heaiii the 
voice of Olio !s{ c.-tkihj^.unto iiiin tnmi ott'themerrv seat, 
tl'.af was iipor^the ark of i1k' tes!iun»n\, from between 
the two cheru'jiuift:/and he ?. uUe unto him. 
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fExODUS XXV. 40, 

And look that /ilioii umk" *I'p» ; after iheir pattern 
whitli was shewe/i ihee iu Uie ii:uant. 
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^^ CHAHGE to a Select Master. 

^HEoMP ANION, 

^HL Having attained to iliis degree, you have passed 

^^tfie circle of perfection in ancient masonry. In the 
capacity of Select Master, yoa" must be sensible that 
your obligations aie increased in proportion to your 
privileges. Let it be your constant care to prove 
yourself worthy of die confidence reposed in you, 
and of the high honour conferred on jou, in admit- 
ting you to tliis select degree. Let uprightness and 
integrity attend your steps ; let ptsticc and mercy 
mark your conduct ; let fervency and zeal stimulate 
you in the discharge of the various duties incunibent 
on you ; but suffer not an irile or impertineut curiogi- 
fy to lead you astray, or betray you into danger. JBe 
ieafio every insinuation which would have a ten- 
dency to weaken your resolution, or tempt you to 
an act of disobedience. Be voluntarily dum/i and 
lUnd, ivhen the exercise of those faculties would en- 
danger the peace of your mind or the probity of 
your conduct ; and let aileiKe and secrecy, those 
cardinal virtues of a Select Master, on all necessary 
occa^ons, he scrupulously observed. By a steady 
adherance to the important Instructions contained 
In this degree, you will merit tlie approbation of the 
select number with whom you are associated, and 
will enjoy the high satisfaciiun of having acted well 
yoiti- part in the important enterpriie in which yon 
an engaged ; and after having wrougKt tjou.t xtga- 
lar /wurs, tnayyou be admiviei vo ^KpiovW^">^'*^ 
ihepnvikgKs of a Select MosIct. 
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This onler Sppertains to the office of llii^li 
Priest of B Ro;at Arch Ciinpter: and no one can be 
legally entiiled tu receive il, until he has been duly 
elecleil to preside b» High Priest in a regular Ompter 
of Rnyal Arch Masons. This order should not be 
conferred when a less number than three duly quali- 
fied High Priests ore presenf, Whenever the ceremo- 
ajis perfurnied in due nnd ample form, the assistance 
nx at least nine High Pi'ieats, who have received it, '» 

Though the High Priest Of eiery regular Royal 
Arch Chapter, having himself been dulv (|ualilied, caa 
confer the ordiT, under the preceding limitation as l9 
number; yet it is desirable, when circumstaneps will 
permit, that it should be conferred by the Grand Higk- 
Priost uf the Grand Royal Arch Chapter, or such Pre- 
«enl or Past High Priest as he may designate for that 
purp<ise. A convention, ootiBed to meet at the rime of 
any convocation uf the Grand Chapter, will ail<t|d1he 
best npportumiy uf conferring this imporlitnt and es- 
alled tlegree uf masonry, with apprupriale solemnity. 
\\ benever it is conferred, the followmg direcliiiris are 
to be obi^crved. 

A caiididn'e desirous uf receivinj; the order of Hrgb 
Prieslhuud. makes a written request to his predeceafior 
)n otfice, or, when it can be dune, to Ihe Grand High 
Priest, respectfully requesliug thai a convention of ' 
Jii^'li Pnests may uc cuUeA, (ut rtic yut^qm of confer- ^ 
ring on him the order. >NWr \!ft« ';.«jw»«Ti<w»\t^'«.\a, 
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ilul V or^nized, a cerlificafe of tlie clue election 
if the candidate lo the oiSce of lilirfi Priest, must be 
produced. This certificate is sigin'il by his predeces- 
sor in office, attested by the Secretary of llie Chapter. 
On examination of this certificate, the igualilicatiQia of 
the candidate are ascertained. The solemn ceremo- 
nies of conferring the order upon hiin, then ensue. 
"When ended, the presiding officer directs the Secreta^ 
ry of the convention to make a record of the proceed- 
ings, and return if Id the Secretary of the GiandChap- 
ter, tobebj him laid ijefore the Grand High Priest, fiti 
the infnrmatinnuf all whom it ma^ concern. ■ ThccoH' 
■vention of High Prieuls is then ilissulved in due form. 
It is the duly of every Companion, as soon after Ma 
election io ihe olE<e of High Priest, as is consistent 
with his personal convenience, to apply for admission 
to the oi-der of High Priesthood, that he may be full? 
qualified properly to govern his Chapter. 

The following passages of scripture arc made use of 
during the ceremonies appertaining (o this order. 

Genesis sIv. 13 — 24. 

And they look Lot, Abram's brother's son, {whw 
dwelt in Sndom,) and his goods, and departed. And 
(here came one that had escaped, iind told Abi-jm, the 
Hebrew ; for he dwelt In the plain of Mamre the Amo- 
rite, brother of E^col, and brother of Anef ; atid these 
were confederate wilh Abram. And when Abran 
heai-d that his brother was taken captive, he armed Mf 
trained servants, born in his own house, three hundred 
and eighteen, and pursued them onto Dan. And he 
divided himself against them, he and his servants, by 
night, and smote them, and pursued tiieni unto Hiibah, 
which is on tlie left hand of Datnascus. And lie brought 
back all the goods, and bI)H) brought a^in his bvatKox 
Lot, and his goods, and the womein ^\Mt,w^i'^'^\*'^ 
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pie. And the king of Sodom went out to 
(after Ms return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, 
and of llie kings that were with liini,) at the vallej oi 
£hevah, which is the king's dale. And Melchisedek, 
king of Salem, brought forth bread and wine; and he 
was the priest of the Most High God. And he blessed 1 
bim, and said, Blessed be Abram of the Most High 
God, who hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. 
And he gave him tithes of all. And the king of Sodom 
said to Abram, Give nie the persons, and take th^ 
goods to thyself. And Abram said to the king of 
Sodom, I have lifted up mine hand to the Lord, the 
Most High God, the possessor of heaven and earth, 
that I will not take fmm a thread even to a shoe-latch- 
•t; and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest 
Ihou shouldeat say, I have made Abram rich: save 
only that which the young men have ealen, and the 
portion of the men which went with ma, Aner, E^hcol 
Uid Mamre, let them take their portion. 

NuMBERSVi. 23— 26. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. Speak ub- 
to Aaron, and unto his sous, saying. On this wise yc 
shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto them. 
The Lord bless ihee, and keep thee ; the Lord make 
his face to shine upon Ihee, and be gracious unto thee; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give ' 
thee peace. 

Heb. Tii. 1—6. 
For titis Melchisedek, king of Salem, priest of the J 
Moat High God, (svho met Abram returning from tb& 
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^^■Lbraliiin gave a tenth part of all ; first being, b; io- 
^pBrpretation, King nf Rigli(cousnes§, and after tlmi al- 
so. King of Sulen, which is, King of Peace ; without 
fnlher, without mother, without di-acent; having neitJier 
be;^nning i>f d&y», nor end of life ; but made like unto 
the Son of Gitd,) aiwiletU a piiest continually. Now 
consider how great this man was, unto whum even the 
patriarch Abraham gate the tenth of tlie spoils. And 
verily, they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive 
Ihe office of the priestiiood, have a couiinandment to 
take tiihes of the people, according to the law, that la, 
of their brethren, though they come out of the loins of 
Abraham. 

" For he tcalifieth, Thou art a priest for ever, after 
tiieonlerof MelcliiHedek. 

" And inasmuch asnotwitliout an oath, he uaBmade 

"For those priests (under the Levilical law) were 
made without an oath; but this with an oath, by him 
that suid unto him*, Tlie Lord sware, and will nut re- 
pent, Thou art a pi iestfiir ever, ufterlhe order of Mel- 



t !• The Grand Offktn wili metl at a eonvmitnl 
' e.artdppeii. 

. TTie sulordinale Chapter will meet in thr outer 
'» of Ikdr Hull, and form ok avenue for lUt rt 
ih'nn of the Gruitd (Jfficen. 



3. When formed, they teill dispatch a cvtanuf 
the place inhere the Grand Officers are asiembkd, to iw 
form the Grand Marshal thai the Chapter is pnpared 

to receive than ; — the Grand Marshal icill announce 
the committee, and introduce them to the Grand Offi- 

4. The Grand Officers will move in proce*sion, con- 
ducted by the commltee, to the Hall of the Chapter, in 
the following order : 

Grand Tyler; 

Two Orantl Stewards; 

Representatives of suburdinate Chapter§, accoc^ng 

, to seniority, by threes tri&ngular ; 

Three Great Lights ; 

Orator, Cliaplain, and other Clergy ; 

Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer, and Grand Royal 

Arch Captain ; 

Grand P. Scgourner, Grand Captain of the Host, and 

Deputy Grand High Priest ; 

Grand Scribe, Grand King, and Grand High Priest ; 

(Grand Marshal, on the left of the Procession.) 

N. B. The Grand P. Sfgoumer, Grand Captain ol 
the Host, and Gj'and 'Royal Arch Captain, are appoint- 
ed pro tempore. 

When the Grand High Priest enters, the grand tun- 
ours are given. 

5. The Grand Secretary mil then call oner the 
names of the officers elect; and the Grand High Priest 
vill ask whether they accept their respective offices. If 
they antteer in the affirmative, he then asks the mem^ 
bers uhether they remain satisfied leith their choice. 
If they answer in the affirmative, he directs their offi- 
cers to approach the sacred volume, and become iguali- 



il lur Inslallation, acr-'i'sbly tn the 4th eection of the 
jfith ai'licle lit* the Ueuural Grand Royal Ai-ch Conati- " 
ftatiiiff 

6. The Grand Marshal will ihen fonn the whole in 
processuui, anil thej will march through tlie vciU into 
the innpr apartment, where tli^ will surround th? al- 
tar, which is previously prepared in ampk J'urm for 
the occasiota. 

7. All present will kneel, and the following prayet 
will be recited, 

A Prayer. 

r Almighty and Supreme High Priest of heaven and 
tarth ! Who is there in heaven but thee! and who 
upon earth can stand in competition willi thee ! Thy 
OMNISCIENT Mind brings all things in review, 
past, present and to come ; thine OMNIPOTENT 
Arm directs the movements of the vast creation ; thine 
OMNIPRESENT Eye pervades ihe secret recesses 
I of every heart ; Hay boundless beneficence supplies us 
1 with every comfort and enjoymenl ; and thine un- 
■ apeakable perfections and glory surpass the under- 
' standing of the children of men ! Our Father, who 
art in heaven, we invoke thy benediction upon the pur- 
poses of our present assembly. Let this Chapter \)e 
established to thine honour : let its officers be endoweil ^ 
with wisdom to discern, and fidelity to pursue, its true 
interests ; let its members be ever mindful of the duty 
ihey owe to their God, the obedience they owe to their 
superiors, the love (hey owe to their equals, and tlie 
good will they owe to all mankind. Lei this Chapter 
\te consecrated to thy glory, and it» members ene.-; 



1£S MASOXIO CHAIIT. 

exemplifj their love to God by their beneficence im 

man. 

« Glory be to God on high.'* *^ 

Response. ** Amen ! So mote it be.'^ 

Thej are then qualified in due form. 

All the Companions, except High Priests and Past. 
High Priests, are then desired to withdraw, while the 
new High Priest is solemnly bound to the performance 
of his duties ; and after the performance of other ne- 
cessary ceremonies, not proper to be written^ they are 
permitted to return. 

8. The whole then repair to their appropriede stm- 
tions ; when the Grand Marshal will form a general 
procession^ in the following order : 

Three Royal Arch Stewards, with Rods ; 
Tyler of a Blue Lodge; 
Entered Apprentices ; 
Fellow Crafts ; 
Master Masons; 
^ Stew^ards of Lodges, having Jewels > 

g- Deacons having Jewels ; 

° Secretaries having Jewels ; 

^ Treas u rers having Jewel s ; 

» Wardens having Jewels ; 

p: Mark Master Masons ; 

I M.E. Masters; 

Royal Arch Masons by three; 

Royal Masters by three ; 

Select Masters by three ; 

Orders of Knighthood ; 

Tyler of the new Chapter ; 
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Members of the new Chapter, bj three; 

Three Masters of Veile; 
Secretary, Treasurer, R. A. Captain, and 

P. Sojourner carrying the Ark ; 

A CompaDion carrying the Pot of Incense ; 

Two Companions carrying Lights ; 

Scribe, High Priest and King; 
Grand Chapter, as before prescribed. 

On arriving at the church, or house where the ser- 
vices are to be performed, they halt, open to the right 
and left, and face inward, whde the Grand Officers 
and others in succesaon, pass through and enter the 
house. 

9. The qffittra and memben of Ike new Chaplxr, and 
al»o of the Grand Chapltr, being seated, the Grand 
Mankal proclaims silencf, and the ceremonies cowp- 

tnence, 

10. ,3n .Snthem or OJt ia la be performed. 

1 1 . ^n Oration or Mdress is to he delivered. 

12. An Ode or Piece of Music. 

*[13. The Deputy Grand High Priest then ritta 
mnd informs the Grand High Priest, titat " a number 
of Con^anions, duly instructed in the sublime m^sle- 
rits, being desirous of promoting the honour, and 
propagating the principles of the ^rt, have tilted to 
the Grand Chapter for a warrant to constitute a nnii; 
Chapter of Eoyal Jirch Masons, which having been 
obtained, they are now assembled ftr IheourpoM q^ 
bring conslUuled, and having their ojiceri installed in 
due and ancietU fonn.'] 
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[14. Tlie Grand Marshal mil then form the officer B^ 
and members of the new Chapter in front of the Grand 
Officers ; after which, the Grand High Priest direct9 
the Grand Secretary to read the warrant.'] 

[15. The Grand High Priest then rises and am/Sf 
" By virtue of the high powers in me vested, J do form 
you, my respected Companions, into a regular Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons, From henceforth you are au* 
thorized and empowered to open and hold a Lodge of 
Mark Ma^iters, Past Masters, and MSn Excellent 
^ Masters, and a Chapter of Royal Jirch Masons ; and 
to do and perform all such things as thereunto may 
appertain ; conforming, in all your doings, to the Gen- 
eral Grand Royal Arch Constitution, and the general 
regulations of the State Grand Chapter, And may 
ths God of your fathers be with you, guide and direct 
you in all your doingsJ**'} 

16. The furniture, clothing, jewels, implements, 
lUensils, fyc, belonging to the Chapter, (having been 
previously placed in the centre, in front of the Grand 
Officers, covered,) are now uncovered, and the new 
Chapter is dedicated in due and ancient form, 

17. The Dedication then follows : the Grand Chap- 
lain' saying, 

" To our Most Excellent Patron ZERUBBABEL, 
we solemnlj dedicate this Chapter. May the blessing 
of our Heavenlj High Priest descend and rest upon 
its members, and may their felicity be immortal. 
Glory be to God on high.'' 
[Response by the Companions.] 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end ! Amen. 

« Somat^ltbeJ* 
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18. Tht Grand Marshal then »nys, "lam direclea 
loproelaim, and I do hereby proclaim fhi$ Chapter, hi/ 

tht name uf Chapter, duly consecrated, eontli- 

tuted and deilicated. This,''' ^c. ^e. 

19. J],i Ode. 

20. The Deputy Grand High Priest will then pre- 
sent the fint officer of the new Chapter to the Grand 
High Priest, tai/iitg. 

Most Esokllent Ghand High Priest, 

I present you my worthy Coinpaiiiim . 

noiiiinateil in the warrant, to be inatalleil High Priest 
of this [new] Chapter. 1 find liiiii to be skilful in the 
royal art, and attentive to the ini>ral precepts of our 
forefathers, and have llieref.ire nndnubt but he will 
(li:^eharge the duties of his ofScc with fidelity. 

The Grand High Priest then addresses hiin as fol- 
lows: 

Most Excellent, 

I feel much satisfaction in pcrfomiini^ ray duty 
on the present occasion, by installing you into tlie 
ollice of High Priest of this [new] Chapter. It is 
an office highly honoarable to all those who dili* 
gently perform the important duties annexed to ii. 
YiMir reputed masonic knowledge, however, pre- 
cludes the necessity of a particular cnumeraliaii 
of those duties. I shall Uierefore only observe, 
6iat by a frequent recurrence to the constitution, 
i general regulations, and cm\s\an\ \«ac<\tft lA 
e several sublime lectures and cVavges, "jjow VS^ - 
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be best able to fulfil them ; and I am confident thit 
the CoiDpantons «ho are chosen to preside with 
you, will give strength to your endeavours, aod 
support to your exeriions,^^— I shall now prtH 
pose certain questions to you, relative to the du- 
ties of your oJfice, and to which I must request 
your unequivocal answer. 

1. Do you solemnly promise that you will re- 
double your endeavours to correct the vices, pu- 
rify the morals, and promote the happiness of those 
of your Companions, who have attained this sub- 
Jime degree ? 

2. That you will never sufler your Chapter to 
be opened, unless there be present nine regular 
Royal Arch Masons? 

3. That you wiU never suffer either more or less 
than diree brethren to be exalted in your Chap- 
Ser at one and the same time ? 

4. That you will not eialt any one to this de- 
gree, who has not shown a charitable and humane 
disposition ; or who has not made a considerable 
proficiency in the foregoing degrees ? 

5. That you will promote the gtneral good of 
our order, and, on all proper occasions, be read; 
to give and receive instructions, and pHrticuWtjr 
from llie General and State Grand Officers ? 

6. That, to the utmost of your power, you wiU 
preserve the solemnities of our ceremonies, and 
fd-itavei in open Chapter, with the most profound 
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Kpect and reverence, as aii example to your 
Sompanious f 

^7. Ttiat you will not acknowledge or have in- 
rcourse ivitli any .^bapier that does nol work un- 
r a coii.'ititulional warrant or dispensation ? 
Kg. That you will not admit any visitor into your 
lapier, who has nm been exalted in a Chapter 
ally constituted, without liis b^ing first formally 
laledf 

y. That you will observe and support such bye- 
laws as may be made by your Chapter, iu con- 
^^irmity to the General Grand Royal Arch Con- 
^H|titutioa, and the general regulations of the Grand 
■Eupurf 

^" lU. That you will pay respect and due obedi- 
ence to the instructions of (lie General and State 
Grand Officers, particularly relating to the seve- 
ral Lectures and Charges, and will resign the 
chair to them, severally, wheu they may visit yoiu 
Chapter ? 

1 1 . That you will support and observe the Gen- 
enil Grand Royal Arch Constitution, and die Gen- 
eral Regulations of the Grand Royal Arch Chap- 
ter, under whose authority you act ? 

Do you submit to all these things, and do you 
promise lo observe and practice them faithfully ? 

Tliese rjuestions being answered in the afBrmartve 
the Cuinpamuas all kneel in duu rmm, niid irir' Gioud 

Ell FriPBt or (imnd Chsplain repe^tk itic t-jUis'*i\'B!(^ 
onieuUierBuiiabii: prater. 
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" Most holy and glorious Lord God, the Great High 
Priest of Heaven and Earth, 

" We approach thee with reverence, and implore thy 
blessing on the Companion, appointed to preside over 
this new assembly, and now prdstrate before thee ;— ' 
fill his heart with thy fear, that his tongue and actions 
may pronounce thy glory. Make him stedfast in thy 
service; grant him firmness of mind; animate his 
heart, and strengthen his endeavours ; may he teach 
thy judgments and thy laws ; and may the incense he 
shall put before thee, upon thine altar, prove an ac- 
ceptable sacrifice unto thee. Bless him, O Lord, and 
bless the work of his hands. — Accept us in mercy } 
hear thou from Heaven thy dwelling-place, and forgive 
our transgressions. 

" Glory be to God the Father ; as it was in the be- 
ginning,"' &c. 

[Response.] " So mote it be." 

2 1 . 77ie Grand High Priest will then cause the High 
Priest elect to be invested with his clothing, badges, 
^•c. ; after which he will address him as follows, vis. 

Most Excellent, 

In consequence of your cheerful acquiescence 
with the charges, which you have heard recited, 
you are qualified, for installation as the High Priest 
of this Royal Arch Chapter ; and it is incumbent 
upon me, on this occasion, to point out some of 
the particulars appertaining to your office, duty^ 
and dignity. 

All legally constituted bodies of Royal Arch 
Masons, are called Chapters ; as regular bodies 
of masons of t\ic pvectd[\v\^ &e^^^%, ^x^ ^^V\&4 
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^Tiodges, Every Chapter ought to assembleTqP^^ 
woi-k, at least once in three moiiths ; and must 
consist of a High Priest, Kins;, Scribe, CaplaJii of ■ 
ilie Host, Pri II cijfA Sojourner, Royal Arch Cap-." 
tain; tliree Grand Masiers of tlie Veils, Treasurer, 
Secretary, and asmany members as may be ibtuid 
convenient for working lo advantage. 

The officers of the chapter officiate in the 
lodges, holdeu for conferring the preparatory de- 
u;rees, according to rauk, as follows : viz. 
The Htgli P^ie5t^as Master, 
-^ The Kiny, as Senior Warden. 
■V The Scribe, as Junior Warden. 
I^^^The Captain of the Host, as Marshal or Master 
of Ceremonies. 

The Principal Sojourner, as Senior Deacon. I 
The Royal Arch Captain, as Junior Deacol^ 
^S The Master of ,llie first Veil, as Junior OvcrseerT^ 
^BrThe Master of the second Veil, as Senior Over- 

Tho Master .of the third Veil, as Master Overseer. 

The Treasui-er, Secretary, Chaplain, Stewards, 
■md Tyler, as officers of corresponding rank. 

The High Priest of every Chapter has it in 
special charge, W see that' the bye-laws of his 
ChapkT, as well as the General Grand Royal Arch 
Consiitution, and all t))e regulations of the Griind 
Chapter, are duly observed : — ihui all tlie officers 
•f his Chapter pcrfiirm the (luV\« o( *\«w Tf«.\et- 
ii*-e offices /aithliilly, and are eii»vnv^e% ^'^ feNi^tTiR? 
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and industry to their companions ; — ^that true and 
accurate records of all the proceedings of the 
chapter are kept by the secretary ; — that the trea- 
surer keeps and renders exact and just account^ 
of all the monies and other property belonging to 
the Chapter ; — that the regular returns be made 
annually to the Grand Chapter ; — and that the an- 
nual dues to the Grand Chapter be regularly and 
punctually paid. He has the right and authority 
of calling his Chapter together at pleasure, upon 
any emergency or occurrence, which in his judg- 
ment may require their meeting.' It is his privi-* 
lege and duty, together with the king and scribe, 
to attend the meetings of the Grand Chapter, either 
in person or by proxy ; and the well-being of the 
institution requires that his duty should on no oc- 
casion be omitted. 

The office of High Priest is a station highly, 
honourable to all those, who diligently perform 
the important duties annexed to it. By a frequent 
recurrence to the constitution and general regu- 
lations, and a constant practice of the several sub- 
lime lectures and charges, you will be best enabled 
to fulfil those duties ; and I am confident that the 
companions, who are chosen to preside with you, 
will give strengrii to your endeavours, and support 
to your exertions. 
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» Let the Milre with wliich you are invested, re- 
mind you of llie dignity of the office you sustain, 
and its inscription impress upon your mind a 
sense of your dependence upon God ; — Uiat per- 
fection is not given unto man upon earth, and 
that perfect holiness belongeth alone unto the 
Lord. 

The Breast-Plate, with which you are 'deco- 
rated, in iniitauon of that upon whlcli were en- 
graven tlie names of tlie twelve tribes, aud worn 
by the Higli Priest of Israel, is to teach yon tliat 
jlj'ou are always to bear in mind your responsibility 
to the laws and ordinances of the institution, and 
that tlie honour and interests of your Chapter and 
its memhers, should be alwaj's near your heart. 

The various colours of the Robes you wear, are 
erabli^matical of every grace and virtue which can 
adorn aud beautify tlie human mind; each of 
which will be briefly illustrated in the course of 
ilie charges lo be dehvered to your subordinate 

oiliCTS. 

Vou will now talce charge of your officers, 
standing upon their right, and present them seve- 
rally in succession to the Deputy Grand Higii 
Pricit^y whom they will be presented to me for 

itflllatiou. 

22. The Hi^h Priest of the Chapter will Ihmi pre- 
^Htnl bin tteonii officer lo the Deputy flrand Hink I'tivO.^ 
who iiMI prttml tiita to Me Grniitt High PAe*'. \t». tt« 
71'orth of the ConsHMim. Tlie Grondl Bx^h. Pt\wX, 

■ n* 
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mtt then ask him ufh^her he has attended to the ancienf 
charges and regulations before recited to his superior 
officer: if he answers in the affirmative, he is asked 
whether he fvlly and freely assents to the same : if he 
answers in the affirmative, the Grand High Priest di- 
rects his deputy to invest him tuith his clothing, 4*c- and 
then addresses him as follows, viz, 

CHARGE to the Second Officer, or King. 
Excellent Companion, 

The important station to wJiich you are elected 
in this Chapter, requires from you exemplary con- 
duct ; its duties demand your most assiduous at- 
tention ; you are to second and support your chiefi^^ 
in all the requirements of his office ; and should 
casualties at any time prevent his attendance, you 
are to succeed him in the performance of his du- 
ties. • 

Your badge (the Level surmounted by a crown) 
should remind you, that although you are the rep- 
resentative of a King, atid exalted by office above- 
your Companions, yet that you remain upon a 
level with them, as respects your duty to God, to. 
your neighbour, and to yourself; that you are 
equally bound with them, to be obedient to the 
laws and ordinances of the institution, to be chari- 
table, humane and just, and to seek everj^occa- 
sion of doing good. 

Your office teaches a striking lesson of humili^^ 
The institutions of political society teach uj; to 
consider the king as the chief of ci-eated beings. 
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and that the first duty of his sqlgects, is to obey. 
his mandates: — ^but the institutions of our sub- 
lime degrees, by placing the King in a situation 
subordinate to the High Prjest, teaches us tliat 
our duty to God is paramount to all other duties, 
and should ever claim the priority of our obedi- 
ence to man ; and that however strongly we may 
be bound to obey the laws of civil society, yet 
that those laws, to be just, should never intermed- 
dle with matters of conscience, nor dictate articles 
of faith. 
it The Scarlet Robe, an emblem of imperial dig- 
nity, should remind you of the paternal concern 
you should ever feel for the welfare of your Chap- 
ter, and the fervency and zeal with which you 
should endeavour to promote its prospcrit}'. 

In presenting to you the Crown, which is an 
emblem of royalty, I would remind you, that to 
reign sovereign in the hearts and aflections of men, 
must be far more grateful to a generous and be- 
■ nevolent mind, than to rule over their lives and 
fortunes ; and that to enable you to enjoy this pre- 
eminence with honour and satisfaction, vou must 
subject your own passions and prejudices to tlie do- 
minion of reason and charitv. 

You are entitled to the second seat in the coun- 
cil of your Companions. Let the bright example 
of your illustrious predecessor in the Grand Coun- 
cil at Jerusalem, stimulate jou Vo ^^ l^v\\lv^ ^\^ 
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charge of your duties; and when the King of 
kings shall summon you into his immediate pre- 
sence, from his hand may you receive a crotvn of 
glory, which shall never fade away. 

23. 77ie King will then retire to the line of officers, 
and the Scribe mil be presented in the manner before 
mentioned, ^fter his investiture, the Grand nigh 
Fnest will address him as follows, viz* 

CHARGE to the Third Officer, or Scribe. 
Excellent Companion, 

The office of Scribe, to which you ai*e elected, 
is very important and respectable. In the absence 7 
of your superior officers, yon are bound to suc- 
ceed them, and to perform their duties. The pur- 
poses of the institution ought never to sufler for 
want of intelligence in its proper officers ; you 
will therefore perceive the necessity there is of 
your possessing such qualifications as will enable 
you to accomplish those duties which are incum- 
bent upon you, in your appropriate station, as well 
as those which may occasionally devolve on you, 
by the absence of your superiors. 

The Purple Robe, with which you are invested, 
is an emblem of union, and is calculated to re- 
mind you that tlie harmony and unanimity df the 
Chapter should be your constant aim ; and to this, 
end you are studiously to avoid all occasions of 
giving offence, or countenancing any thing tliat 
may create divisions or di^seutions. You are, by 
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aH m^ans in your power, to endeavour to esf 
a permauent union and good understanding; amoa^ 
all orders and degrees of masonry; and, as the 
glorious sun, at its meridian heiglit, dispel-; the mist 
and clouds wliicli obscure the lioriion, so may 
your eserlions tend to disdpale the gloom of jeal- 
ousy and discord, wlienever they may appear. 

*Your badge (a Plumb-rute surmounied by the 
Turbctt,) is an emWem of rectitude and vigilance ; 
and while you stand as a watchman upon the 
tower, to guard your Coinpaniotis a^inst the ap- 
'proach of those enemies of human felicity, I'nlem- 
perance and excess, let this falttiful monitor ever 
remind you to walk uprightly in your statioB ; ad- 
monishing and animating your Companions to 
fidelity and indnstry while at labour, and to lem- 
perance and moderation while at refreshment. — 
And, when the Great Waielm»an of Israel, whose< 
eye never slumbers nor sleeps, shall relieve you 
„ , from yoiir post on eartli, mty he permit you in 

|»heaven to participate in that food and refreshmem 
.which 18* 
[,. "Such OS ihe (ainaiiielar]' love, 

L " Aad fuch as kngeli enL" 

I' Z4.*The Seribe vnll then retire to Ike line of officfri, 
and Ike next officer bepreaejittd as lie/ore. 
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CBARGE to the Fourth Officer, or Captain of 

the Host. 

COMPANIOxN, ' 

The office with which you are entrusted, is o( 
high importance, and demands your'most zealous 
consideration. The preservation of the most essen- 
tial traits , of our ancient customs, usages and land- 
marks, are within your province ; and it is indis- 
pensably necessary, that the part assigned to you, 
in the immediate practice of our rites and ceremo* 
nies, should be perfectly understood, and correctly 
administered. 

Your office corresponds with that of marshal, or 
master of ceremonies. You are to superintend all 
processions of your Chapter, when moving as a 
distinct body, either in public or private; and as 
the world can only judge of our private discipline 
by our public deportment, you will be careful tliat 
tlie utmost order and decorum be observed on air 
such occasions. You will ever be attentive to the 
commands of your chief, and always near at hand 
to see them duly executed. I invest you with the 
badge of your office, and presume that you will 
give to your duties all that study and attention 
which their importance demands. 

25. He iviU then retire to the line of officers^ and the 
next officer will be presented. 
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CHARGE to ihe Fifth Officer 
Sojourner. 

pOMPAMOV, 

The office confided to yon, liioupli subori 
t degree, 19 equal in imporiance to any in th< 
Siapter, ihai of yourchitf alone excepted. Tour 
iftlce 'corresponds willi tlial of sctiior deacon, in 
the prepiiraiory degrees. Among llie duties re- 
fHiircd of yoii, tlie preparation and iiitrodaction 
of caiadi<Jate» are not the least. As in oiii' inter- 
coiirse witli ilie world, experience teache^ that 
first impressions are often the most durable, and 
ilip most difficult to eradicate.; so it is of great 
importance, in aU ca^es, that those impressions 
siiould be con-ect and just :, hence it is essential 
iliat the officer, who brinj^s the blind by a way 
iliat lhi!y knew not, and leads them in paths diat 
tliey have not known, should always be well qual- 
ified to make darkness light before th^m, aud 
crooked things strait. k 

1/' Your RoOe of Office is an emblem nf humUi^l, 
^^nnd teaches that in the prosecution of a laudable 
^E^'ndertaki^g, we should never decline taking aoy 
part that may be assigned us, although it may be 
the most difficult or dangerous. 

The rost-coloared (essctnled Border, tdoniiitjf 

I ihe robe, is an emblem oC srdour and persever- 

L ance, and signiftes, (hat when we have engaged in 

virtuous course, iiotwlthsUudin\£ »V\ \\\e tos^Sv- 

Knfs, hardships, and u'laU, vie vfta.^ \« ^esJoKsftft. 
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to encounter, we should endure them all with foi^ 
titude, and ardently persevere unto the end ; rest- 
ing assured of receiving, at the termination of our 
labours, a noble and glorious reward. Your past 
exertions will be considered as a pledge of your 
future assiduity in the faithful discharge of your 
duties. 

26. He will then retire to the line of officerSy and 
the next offiter is presented, 

CHARGE to the Shth Officer, or Royal Arch 

Captain, 

Companion, 

The well-known duties of your station require 
but little elucidation. Your office in the prepara- 
tory degrees corresponds with tliat of junior dea- 
con. It is your province, conjointly with the 
Captain of the Host, to attend the examination of 
all visitors, and to take care that none are per- 
mitted to enter the Chapter, but such as have 
travelled the rugged path of trial, and evinced 
their title to our favour and friendship. You will 
be attentive to obey the commands of the Cap- 
tain of the Ilor^t, durinfr the iptroamtiyn of stran- 
gers among the workmen ; and sliould tliev be 
permitted to pass your post, ma\ »liey by him 
be introducvjfi \\ao the presence oi" the (Irp.nd 
Council. 

The White Banner j entrusted to \o.ti- r::;. . ig 
emblematical of t\iat puuv; v»^ W^tx. vx\v^ xsi^vv 
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Ride of conduct, wliich ought to actuate' 
who pass the white veil of the sanctuary. I give 
it to you strongly in charge, never to siiU'ej- any 
one Id pass your post, without the signet of truth. 
I present you the badge of your office, in ex- 

^pectation of your pciforming your duties wiili in- 

^^Uligence, as^iiduity and propriety. 

^r" 27. ffe then retires, and the Three Oraiid Masters of 
^nOie Veils are presented together. 

• CHARGE to the Master of ike Third Vdl. 

■COMPAMOS, 

I present you with the Scarlet Banner, whicii U 
the ensign of your ofSce, and with a sword to pro- 
lect and defend the same. The rich and beautiful 
colour of your banner is emblematical of fervency 
and zral; it is the appropriate colour of die Royal 
Arch degree; it admonishes us, that weshoiiM be 
fervent in the exercise of our devotions to God, 
and zealous in our endeavours to promote the k 
pines s of roan. 

CHARGE to the Master of the Second Felj 
Companion, 

I Invest you with the Purple Banner, which is 
the ensign of your oHice, and arm you with n 
Bword, to enable you to laaintmin its lionour. 

The colour of your bawiex is produced by a 
due mitmre of blue and scarlet; the ibrmev oC 
Hi^ch is the characteristic co\om q£ 4\e »ijTf>bo\v. 
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•r Jirst three degrees of masonry, and ihe IsftteTr 
ihat of the royal arch degree. Il is an embleni of 
vnioTt, and is the characteristic colour of the inter- 
mediate degrees. It admonishes us to ctillivaie 
and improve that Bptrii of onion and harmony, be- 
tween the bretliren of tlie symbolic degrees and the 
companions of tlie sublitiie degrees, which ^ouM 
ever distinguish the members of a society fouddedi 
u^Q the piinciples of everlasting truth and umter- 
sal philanthropy. 

CHARGE to Ike J^taiter of the First Feili 
Companion, 

I invest you with the Slue Banner, nbidi ts the 
ensign of your of!ioe, and a sword for its defence 
and protection. The colour of your banner ie 
oae of the most durable and benutiful in nature. 
It is the appropriate colour adopted and worn by 1 
our aackat brethren of the three symbolic degrees, 
and Is the peculiar characteristic of au institution 
which has stood the test of ages, and which is as . 
much distinguished by ihe durability of its mate- fi 
rials or principles, as by the beauty of its super- 
structure. It is an emblem of universal friendship 
and benevolence ; and instnicts us, that in tlie mind 
of a mason those virtues should be as expansive aa 
the blue arch of heaven itself. 
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iSllARGE to the three Masters of the VtiU, to 

OvtTseers, 
Companions, 

Those who are placed as overseers of any work, 
should be well qualified to judge of Us beauties 
and deformities, its excellencies and defects ; they 
should be capable of estimating tJie former, and 
amending the latter. This consideration should 
indrice yoit to cultivate apd improve -all those quali- 
ficatinits with which you are already endowed, as 
well as to persevere in yoiu- endeavours to acquire 
^ose in which yon are deficient. Lei the various 
ilour3 of the banners committed to your charge, 
lonlsh you to the exercise of the several virtue-; 
ef which they aje emblematic ; and yoii are to cti- 
joiii the practice of (hose virtues upon all who shall 
present themselves, or thfe work of their hands, for 
your in:^pection, Let'llo work receive j our appro- 
bation, but such as is calculated to adorn and 
strengthen the masonic edifice. Be •lit/ilfggfftli^ 
And faithful in practising and dissrauitatbi^ o 
knowledge of the true and perfect work, which 
alone can stand (he test of the Grimd Overseer's 
Sqvare, in the great day of trial and retribuiiou. 
Then, although every rod should become a si;;'- 
^pait, and every serpent an enemy to tliis instil"- 
■ion, yet sliall their ntmost exertions to destroy if* 
pepulndon, or sap its foundation, become as impo- 
tent as the leprous hand, or as water s'pilhd ligou 
$iegrfKnd, which cannot be gM.UeieiftV*^'*'^ 




28. Thnj then retire, and Ibt Treasurer is prt- 

CHARGE.lo the Treasurer. 
Compamon, 

You are elected Treasurer of tliis Chapter, and 
I have ihe pleasure of investing jou with ih^ 
badge of your office. The r|aa1ittes which sbooM 
recommend a Treasurer, are acmrury and JideUty, 
accuracy, in keeping a fair and minnte account of 
all receipts and disbursements ; fidelity, 
fully preserving all the property and funds of the 
Chapter, that may be placed in his hands, and ren- 
dering a just account of the same, whenerer he is 
called upon tor that purpose. I presume that ^-onr 
respect for the institution, jour attachment to ihe 
interests of your Chapter, and your regard for 
good name, which is lieiter than precious ointmenl. 
vill prompt you to the failliful discharge of the du- 

ft of your office. 

29. He tkrn reKrea, and Ihe Secrelanj is pre:trnttd. 

CHARGE tO'the Secretary. 
CoMPAMON, 

I with pleasure invest you with your badsv a» 
Serrelary of this Cbapler. The qualities nicb 
«hoidd recommend a Secretary, are, proniplii 
in issuiujt; Ihe notifications and orders of his supe- 
rior offices; puitrfKalilif 111 attending the couvocn- 
tions o( the Chapter -, cnrrtctae** m recording theu 
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L)ptacced.iags i judgment in UUcriminaiing between 
I wliat is proper and what is improper to be cominii- 
d to >Tftti"B i regularity in making his annual re- 
turns to ibc Grand Chapter ; integrity in arcount- 
iog fur all inonies that may pass through Ills hands ^ 
and fidelity m paying the same over into the ha^ids 
of the treasurer. The possession of tliese good 
qualities, I psftiimc, has designated you a suita&lc 
candidate for this important office; and t cannot 
entertain a doubt that you will discharge its duties 
beneficially to the Chapter, and honourably to 
yourself. And when yon shall have completed the 
record of yotir tranBacticms here below, and finished 
the term of your probation, may yoii be admitted 
^H into the celestial Grand Chapter of saints and an- 
^Vj^U, and find your name rea)rdtd in the batjk of lift 

I 



SO. He rfteii relirts, ami the Chaplain is preamteil. 

CHARGE to the Chaplain, 

E. *ND Rev. Compamo;\, 
"You are appointed Chaplain iif this Chapter; 
and I now invest you witJi this circular jewel, th 
badge of your office. It is emblematical of eier- 
nily, and reminds us that here is not our ahidwg 
place. Your inclination will undoubtedly 
!ipire with your duty, when you perfor 
Chapter thosi' solemn services which creaied he- 
iwys should coni^lunlly render to xWit'vB&vav^ Cv-t- 
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ATOR ; and which, when offered by dfie wliose fiofy 
profession is, **to point to heaven and lead the 
way," may, by refining our morals, strengthening 
©ur virtues, and purifying oiur minds, prepare ue 
for admission into the society of those abow^ 
whose happiness will be as endless as it is perfect.*!? 

31. He then retires, and the Stewardi are presenied^. 

CHARGE to the Stewards. 

Companions, 

You being elected Stewards of this Chapter, t 
with pleasure mvest you with the badges of yout 
office. It is your province to see that every ne- 
cessary preparation is made for the convenience 
and accommodation of the Chapter, previous to 
the time appointed for meeting. You are to see 
that the clothing, implements and furniture of 
each degree respectively, are properly disposed, 
. and in suitable array for use, whenever they may 
be required, and that they are secured, and proper 
care taken of them, when the business of the 
Chapter is over. You are to see that necessary* 
refreshments are provided, and that all your com-' 
panions, and particularly visitors, are suitably ac- 
commodated and supplied. You are to be frugal 
and prudent in your disbursements, and to be care- 
ful that no extravagance or waste is committed in 
jour department; and when you have faithfully 
/uJfilled your «tcwarAs\vVp\kfcT% \i^\wji»xs«L^ ^wv\ii- 
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ieive from heaven the happy greeting of " Well 
done, good and faithful servants." 

32. They then retire^ and the Tyler is pfesenlaL 

CHARGE to the Tyler. 

COJVfPANlON) 

You are appointed Tyler of this Cliapter, and I 
invest you wUb the badge, and this implement of 
your office^ As the sword is placed in the hand^ 
of the Tyler, to enable him effectually to guard 
against the approach of all cowans and evesdrop- 
perSf and suffer none to pass or repass but such a* 
are duly qualified; so it should morally serve as 
a constant admonition to us to set a guard at the 
entrance of our thoughts ; to place a watch at the 
door of our lips ; to post a centinel at the avenue 
of our actions ; thereby excluding every unquali- 
fied and unworthy thought, word and deed ; and 
preserving consciences void of offence towards God 
and towards man. 

As the first application from visitors for adjinji- 
sion into the Chapter is generally made to the Ty- 
ler at the door, your station will often present you 
to the observation of Strangers : it is therefore es- 
sentially necessary that he who sustains the oflice 
with which you are entrusted, should be a man of 
good morals, steady habits, strict discipline, tem- 
perate, affable, and discreet. T trust that a just 
regard for the honour and rep\xv^\\ov\ o^ ^^ \ws?Cn- 
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tution will ever induce you to perform with fidelity 
th^ trust Imposed in you ; and when the door of 
this earthly tabernacle shall be closed, may you 
find an abundant entrance through the gates into 
the temple and dty of our Grod* 

33. He will then retire^ and then foUoWB en 

ADDRESS to the High Priest. 

M. E. Companion, 

Having been honoured with the free su£rages of 
the members of this Chapter, you are elected to 
the most important office which is within their, 
power to bestow. This expression of their esteem 
and respect should draw from you corresponding 
sensations ; and your demeanor should be such as 
to repay the honour they have so conspicuously 
conferred upon you, by an honourable and faithful 
discharge of the duties of your office. The sta- 
tion you are called to fill, is important, not only as 
it respects the correct practice of our rites and 
ceremonies, and the internal economy of the Chap- 
ter over which you preside ; but die public repu- 
tation of the institution will be generally found to 
rise or fall according to the skill, fidelity and dis- 
cretion, with which its concerns are managed, and 
in proportion as the characters and conduct of itii 
principal officers are estimable or censurable* 
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You have accepted a trust, to which is attached a 
weight of respoualbitity that will require all your J 
iflbrts to discharge honourably to yourself, and ' ' 
■Btisfactorily to the Chapter. You are to see that J 
Vour officers are capal)le and faitliM in the escreise M 
i^ their offices. Should they lack abifity, you are J 
■cted to supply their defects ; you are to watch * 
fully the ^ogress of tlieir performances, and 
that the fong established customs of tlie in- 
stitution suffer no derangement in their hands. 
You are to have a careful eye over the general 
induct of the Chapter; see that due order aud 
rdination is obsened on all occasions ; that the | 
laembers are properly instructed; thai due solem- 
nity be observed in the practice of our riles ; that 
uo improper levity be permitted at any time, but 
Store especially at the introduction of strangers 
among the worlcmen. 

In fine, you are to be an example to your offi- 
^rs and members, which they need not hesitate j 
to follow; thus securing to yourself the favour of | 
;Beavcn, and itie applause «f your brethren and 1 
ipanions. '•' 
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ADDHESS to iht Officers gtneraU 

Companions in Office, 

Precept and example should ever advani 
equal pace. Tlioge moial duties which you are 
required to teach unio others, you ^Duld never 
neglect to pracijre yourselves. 

Do you desire that ilie demeanor ,of your Gcinals 
and inferiors towards you, should be marked ivith 
deference and respect ? Be sure that you omit no 
•pporiunity of furnishing them with examph 
your own conduct towards your superiors. Do 
you desire to obtain instruction from those who ansj 
'—"K wise or better informed than yourselves? Be 

i that you are always ready to impart of your 
tiiiowledge to those wilhlit jour sphere, who staod 
I need of, and are entitled to receive it. Do 
yon desire distinction among your companions? 
I Be sure that your claims to preferment are fotind- 
iuperior attainments ; let no ambitious 
passion be suflered to induce j'ou to envy or sup- 
plant a companion who may be considered as bet- 
ter qualified for promotion than yourselves ; but 
rather let a laudable emulation induce you to Mrive 
to excel each other in improvement and discipline ; 
ever remembering, that he, who faitlifully performs' 
his duly, even in a subordinate or private stalioi^ 
is as justly ciiiitled to esteem and respect, as bft 
who is invesied with supreme autlioriiy 
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bDRESS to rhe Chapter at large. 

PLICOMPANIONS, 

The exercise and management of the sublime 
Pdegrees of masonry in your Cliapter hitherto, are 
L]^ highly appreciated, and the good reputation of 
•.4e Chapter so well established, that I must pre- 
sume these considerations alone, were there no 
others of greater magnitude, would be sufficient 
to induce you to preserve and perpetuate this valu- 
able and honourable character. Bui when to these 
is added the pleasure whicb every philanthropic 
^eari must feel in doing good, Jn promoting good 
"rder, in diffusing light and knowledge, in culti- 
Taiing Masonic and Christian charity, which are 
the great objects of this sublime institution, I can- 
not doubt that your future conduct, and that of 
your successors, will be calculated still to jacrease 
the lustre of your justly esteemed reputation. 

May your chapter become beautiful as the tem- 

fie, peaceful as the art, and sacred as its moat holy 

^bw/ace. May your oblations of piettf aud praitc he 

^^mfffttefiil as the incense ; your love warm as its 

^^^fame, and your charity diffusive as its fragrance. 

May your hearts be pure as the altar, and your 

conduct acceptable as the offering. May the ex- 

^Hcrcises of your cAan'ly be as constant as the return- 

^^B)g wants of the distressed widow and helpless or- 

^^Ffhan. May the approbation of Heaven be your 

encouragement, and tiie testimow^ rf a if^ooA ^■k^v 

scicnce your support? may yoa^ ew&a-wti.vtX^ 
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every good and perfect gift, while trmelling the 
r*:gged path of life, and finally be admitted within 
4ht veil of heaven, to the full enjoyment of life 
eternal. So mote it be. Amen. .9, 

ry%. The i^ers and members of the Chapter toUl 
ther. pwss in review in front of the Grand Offken, 
tinth their hands crossed on their breasts^ bowing ae 
they pass, 

3d. 7'!ir Grand Marshal wiB then proclaim the 

Chapter, by ilie name of • — , to be regularly 

constituted, and its officers duly installed, 

36. TTie ceremonies conclude with an Ode, or appro^ 
priate piece of music. 

37. Tlie procession is then formed, when they return 
to the place from whence they set out. 

38. JVhen the Grand Officers retire, the Chapter wUt 
form an avenue for them to pass through, and sahOe 

them with the grand honours. The two bodies iha^ 
separately close their reipective Chapters. 



CONSTITUTION 

r»C!cneriil Giand Ruyal Arch Chapter 

CNIXED STATES OF AMERICA. 



ARTICLE I. 



Sect. I. TH^RR shall be a General Grand 
Chapter of Roral Arcli Muwjils fur the United Statep 
rW An:eri(-a, wiiidi shall be hulden as is hereinafter di- 
Terli^d, aJiiI shall iimsist of a General Grand Hi^h ' 
Priest. Deputy General Grand High Priest, General 
Uranil King, Gteneral Grand ^cnfe, Secrelary, Trea- 
surer, Chaplain, and Marshal; anil likewise of the 
-several Grand atiU Deiiuty Grand Hiajh PriestB, Kin^, 
aiiit Soi'ibes, for thr time being, uf the severs! State 
Granrt Chaptera. under the jurisdiction of this Gene- 
ral Grand Chapter; and of the Past Gteneral Grand 
lli^.'h fjieslH. Deputy (Jeaeral Grand High Priests. 
Kings, and Scribet), uf fhr said General Grand Chap- 
ter; and (he aloresaid olficeni, or their proxies, shall, 
Ijc the '"ily niembci's and voleta in s»4 Cntivw*L 
Grand Chapter. And no per^a b\wi\V Xk; wi\ia.ViVa.\s& 
V4 
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' B proxy, unless lie l>e a present or past officer of thi* 
gr a State Grand Chapter. 

Sbct- 2. Tlie General Grand Chapter shall, meet 
septennially, on the seeimU Thursday in September, 
for the choice of officers, and otlicr buaiacM: doling 
from (he second Thursday in September, A. D. Ib05, 
at such place as may, from time tu time, be appomleii. 

Sect. 3. A special meeting of the General Grand 
Chapter shall be called whenever the General Grand 
High Priest, Deputy General Grand High Priest, 
General Grand King, and Gcticrat Grand Scribe, or 
any two of them, may deem it necessary ; and sIbv 
wlieuever it may be required by a majority of the^ 
Grand Chapters of the States aforesaid, provided suoN 
requisition be made known in writing, by the salA 
Grand Chapters respectively, to the General Grand 
High Priest, Deputy General Grand High Priest, 
King or Scribe. — And it sliall be the ilulv of tlie said 
General Officers, and tliey are each of them severally 
authorized, empowered and directed, upon receiving 
official notice of such requisition from a niajnrily of 
the General Gran^Chaptera aforesaid, to appoint a 
time and place of nieeting, and notify each of the Slate 
Granil Cbapters thereof accordingly. 

Sect. 4. It shall be incumbent on tlie General Grand 
High Priest. Deputy General Grand liigli Priest, 
General Grand King, and General Grand Scribe, seve- 
rally, lo improve and perfect themselves in (he inb- 
Ume Arts, and work of Mark Masters. Past MaMei^ 
Most Excellent Masters, and Hoyal Arch Masons ; ti> 
make tiiemselves Maisters of the several Masonic Lot- 
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I Ancient Charges; — to cmiBuU with each 
Mher, and with the GratiJ and Deputy Grand High 
Priests, K-ings anil Scribes of the several States afore- 
^said, for the purposeof adopting measures suitable and 
proper for difiusing a knowledge of tlie said Lectures 
and Charges, and an uniform mode of working, in the 
several Chapters and Lodges throughout this jurisdic- 
tion i and the betler to eflect this laudable purpose, the 
aforesaid General Grand Officers are severallj hereby 
authorized, and empowered, to visit and preside in 
any and every Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and 
Lodge of Most Excellent, Past, or Mark Master Ma- 
^^rfons, throughout the said States, and to give such in- 
^ptructions and directions as the good of the Fraternity 
nay require; always adhering to the ancient laud- 
narks of the order. 

Sect. 5. In all cases of the absence of any OBlcer 
from any body of masons, instituted or holden by vir- 
tue of thift Constitution, the Officer next in rank shall 
succeed his superior; unless through courtesy said Of- 
ficer should decitnein favour of a past superior OBicer 
present. — And in case of the absetite of all the Officers 
from any legal meeling of either of the bodies afnre- 
«aid, the Members present, according to seniority and 

t Abilities, shall K1I the several Offices. 
Seot. 6. In Ivery Chapter or Lodge of Masons, in- 
^ituted or holden by virtue of this Constitution, all 
qu^ons [except upon the admisiiun of members or 
candidates) shall be determined by a majority nf votes ; 
the prasiding Officer for the time being, bein^g eiiltUcd. 
to vtte, if a M ember ; anil m case vW "«*>vi^ ^w^A. »\. 
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any time tie equally dividctl. ihe presiding Officer ■ 
afuresaiil) shull give the casting \tite. 

Skct. 7. The General Grand ftoyal Arch CliapW 
shall be ctmipelent (on concurrence of two Ihirda of iu 
members prenent) at any time hereafter, to revise/ 
amend and alter thieConBtitutiiin. 

Sect. 8. Incase any casualty slumlH, at anytime 
hereafter, prevent the septeniiiul election of (MicerE^ 
the several Oeneral Grand (Iflirers ihnil su»(ain il 
respective Offices until successors ftre duly elected Ad 
qaalified. 

Sect. 9. The General Gnnd High Priei^t, Deputy 
General Grand High Priest, General Grand Kingi S 
Sonera) Grand Srribe, shall severally have powiu- ani 
authurity to institute new Royal Arch Chapters, and 
Lodges of the subordinate degrees, in any State in 
wliich there is not a Grand Chapter regularly eslab- 
lished. But no new Chapter shall b^iufttituted in 
Stale wherein there U a Chapter or Chapters hglden 
under the autliority of this CoiistitQlinn, without a re- 
commendation from Ihe Chapter nearest the residence 
tif Ihe petitioners. — Tlie fees for instituting a new Rov' 
al Arch Chapter, witli the subordiiiale degrees, shall 
be ninety diillnrs ; and for n new Mark Master's 
Lmlge, twenty duilars; eiclusive of siich compensu- 
tiun to the Grand Secretary, as tlieitCrand Officers 
afureeaid may deem reasonable. 
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ARTICLE IL 

U» TMK STATE QBAKD KOKAL ABCH OHAPTEK^ 

Sbot. I> Tbe STATE ghand quapters ^hall seve- 
illy consist of a Grand Higli Priest, Deputy Grand 



[igli Priest, Grand King, Granil Scribe, Grand Secre- 
Grand Treasurer, Grand Chaplam, and Grand 
Marshal, j^nd likewise of llie Higli Priests, KJngs and 
Scribes, fortlie time f>eing, of the several Chapters 
Dver which tliey eball respeclively preside, and of the 
fast Grand and Deputy Grand Higli Priests, Kings 
&nd ScrAea «f the said Grand Chapters ; and the said 
umeratcd Oflicera (or their proxies) shall be the 
Ij members aod voters in the said Grand Chaplere 
respectively. 

Secit. 2. The State Grand Chapters shall severally 
: holdcn at leaitt once in every year, at such Ivnes and 
'jplaces us Ihey ehail respectively direct; and the 
Grand or Deputy Grand High Priests respectively, 
for the lime being, may at any time call a special 
meeting, to be holden at such place as they shall seve- 
rally thinli proper to appoint. 

I Sect. 3. The Officers i>f the State Grand ChapWrs 
chall be chosen annually, liy bullnl, at such lime and 
place as the said Grand Cbaptei-s shall rei^peclikely di- 



_ Sect. 4. The several State Grand Chapters fsuh- 

* j«ct to the provibions of (his Constitution) shall have 
• thekule government and superintentleiire of thp »eve- 
, tfal Royal Arth Chapters, and Lodyes flf ^tost Kscel- 
^^^ellt, Past .ind Mark Master \Usutts, WttVavi, ftvi^w «^- 
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ipeclive Jurisdictions j to assign th^ir limit?, and seftf*' 
controversies that may happen lielween lliem; — and 
shall fcave power, under tlieir rerfpeclive spbIs, and the 
sign manual of their fpspfciive Grand or Deputy 
Grand High PneoU, Kings and Scribes, (or their legal 
proxies,) attested by their respective Secrelari®, to 
constitute new Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, and 
Lodges or Most Excellent, Past, and Mark Master 
Masons, within their respective Jurisdictions. 

Sect. 5. The Grand and Deputy Grand Higli 
Priests severally, shall have the power anij authority, 
whenever they shall deem it inexpedient, (during the 
recess of the Grand Chapter of which (hey are o:£' 
•ers,) (o giant Letters of Dispensation, under their 
reBpective hands, and private seals, to a compelent 
number of petitioners (possessing llie qnatilications re- 
quired by the 9lh Section of the Sd Article,) empow- J 
ering them to open a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, 
and Lodge of Most Excellent, Past and Mark Master 
Masons, for a certain specified teiin of lime : provided, 
that the said term of time shall not extend beyond the 
next meeting of the Grand Chapter of Ihe Stale in 
which such Dispensation shall be granted; and pro- 
vided further, that the same fees as are required by 
this Constitution for Warrants, shall he first deposited 
in die bands of the Grand Treasurer. — And in all ca- 
ses of such Dispensations, the Grand or Deputy Grand 
High Priests respectively, who may grant the samet 
shall make report thereof, at the next stated meeting of 
(he Grand Chapter of their respective jurisdictioni^ 
vheii the said Grand Cha^U», tea^ctively, uayri- 
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•tiier continue or recall l!ie said ni5peD>ia(inns, or may 
grant thf pefitiimers a t^driMiit of ('onsliiutiiin; And 
ia case such warrant ^liall be grunieil, the feA first 
deposited, shull be creilited in paj-menl for the same ; 
bu< if a warrant should not be granted, nor the dig' 
pensatiou continued, the said fees shall be refunded to 
the petitioners, excepting onl^ such pari diereof as 
shall have been aclunlly expended by means of Iheir 
application. 

PSkct. 6. The MVeral State Grand Chapters ahalS 
^ssess aiithoritv, upon the instilution of new Riiyal 
Arch Chapters, or Lodges of Mark Masters, villiin 
, their respective juiiBdictinns, to require the payment 
•f audi fees as they may deem expedient and proper; 
which said fees shall be advanced and paid into the 
^K Treasury befure a warrant or charter shall \k issued. 
^HB Sect. T. No warrant shall be granted, fur inslilU' 
^H^^g Lodj^s uf Most Excellent or Past Masters, inde- 
^^t pendeut of a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. 
^V Sect. 8. The Grant! Chapters severally, shall have 
^V power to require from the several Chapters and Lodg- 
• es under th^r respective jurisdictions, such rensouable 
prnporliiin of Bams, received by them for (he eicaltation 
^ or advancement of candidates, and such certain annu- 
^ al sumsfrom their respective members, as by their or- 
dinances or regulations shall hereafter be appointed; 
fttl which said sums or dues shall be made good, and 

k paid annually, by the saiil Chapters and Lodges re- 
Ipectively, into the Grand Treasury uf the Grand 
Chapter Buder which they hold dkeir authorily, on vr 
L , 
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before the first day of the respective annual mectillgfr* 
of the said Grand Chapters. 

Seffr. 9. Nil warrant for the institution of a new 
Chapter of Roja! Arch Masons shall be granted, ex- 
cept upon the petition of nine regular Koyal Arrh Ma- 
sons ; which jietition shall be accompanied by .a certifi- 
cate from the Chapter nearest to the place where the 
new Chapter 18 infended to be opened, vouching for 
the moral characters, and masonic abilitieB, cif the peti- 
tioners, and recommending to the Grand Chapter Bn- 
(ler whose authority they act, lu grant thei^ prayer. 
And no warrrantforlheinstitntion ufaLud^ofMark 
Master Masons shall be granted, except upon the )«■ 
litiou of (at least) five ren:ular Mark Master Mamna, 
accompanied by vouchers from the nean^st Lodge of 
that degree, similar to those required upon the instita- 
(ion of a Chapter. 

Sect. 10. The Grand Secretaries of the State Grand 
Chapters, shall severally make a:i annual conimunica- 
tinn to each other, and also to the General Grand Sec- 
retary, containing a list uf Grand Uffieers, and all such 
oilier matlcrs as may be deemed neccssory for the mu- 
tual information of the said Grand Chapters. Andtlie 
suiil Grand Secretaries shall also regularly transmit to 
the General Grand Secretary, a copy of all their by- 
laws and regulations. 

Sect. U. Whenever there shall hate been three, or 
more, Royal Arch Chaptei-s, instituted in any StBle, 
by virtue of aullferity derived from tlii^ Constilutton, 
a Grand Chapter may be formed in such State, (witl^i 
the approbatiatk ot diie dv vnwe f& "^t. Gmeval Onnd 
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Officers,) bj (he High Priests, Kings and Scribes of 
the saitl Cliaplers, who »hi<ll be au lliiiriv.ei) lu nkct the 
Gianil OiBnTR. ProiideH alwaj-s. fliai no new S'ate 
Grand Cliajitcr shall be furmeif unlil after the eipira- 
fion of une ^ear rruni the establishment of the junior 
Chapter in such State. 

SEfT, 12. The several Grand and Deputy Grand 
lli;j;li Frissts, Kings and Scribe*, for ihe time bcin,^, of 
llie several Stale Grand Chapter^, ore bound (u ihc 
performance nf th« same duties, and are invesljd with 
the same powers and pccrnga lives, thrtiughuut th^ 
respt'Ctive jurisdictions, as are prescribed to the Geiie- 
j'jtl Grand UAlcers, in the 4th Section, 1st Article, of 
y Jtiis CoDstituliun. 

iLT. 13. The jurisdiction of the several State 
Ciaiid Chapters, shall not extend bcjund the limits of 
the State ill ivhtcb thej^ shall respectively be liulden* 

ARTICLE III. 



Sect. 1. All legally' coDBtilu ted assemblies nf Roy- 
^gi Arch Masons are called Chapters ; as regular bo- 
fiiiesnf Mark Masters, Past Masters, ami Wnst Ex- 
cellenl Maslers, are called Lodces. Every Chapter 
oufchi to aHsemble fur work at least once in every three 
months; and pust consist of an High Priest, Kiii^, 
Hcrihe, Captain of the Host. Principal Sojourner. Roy- 
al Arch Cuptain, three Grand Mastj^rs, Secretary, 
Treasurer, mid as inany Members «9 may he found 
convenient fur working to advaiiiage. 
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Sf.ot. 2. Every Chapter of Rojal Arch Masons, and 
Luilge of Mark Master Masons, throughout Ihisjuris- 
diciion, shall have a Warrniit of Constitution from the 
Grand Chapter of the Slate in which they may respec- 
tively be holdeii, or & Warrant from one of the Gene- 
ral Grand Ofiicere. Anil ou Chapter or Lodge ^hall 
be deemed legal withuut such warrant ; and Masonic 
communication (either, public or pi-Lvnte) is hereby io- 
teniictec! and forbidden, betweeu any Chapter or 
I Ziodgejjnder thU jarisdiclioD, urany member of dth^ 
Mf thero, and any Chapter, Lodge or Assembly, that 
I nay be so illegally formed, opened or hulden, without 
iuch warrant, or any or either of their membera, or 
any person exalted or advanced in such illegal Chap- 
ter or Lodge. But nothing in this Section shall be con- 
strued to affect any Chapter or Lodge which was es- 
tablished before the adoption of the Grand Royal Arch 
Constitution at Hartford, (on the £7tb day of January, 
A. D. 1798.) 

Sect. 3. Whenever a Warrant is issued for insti- 
tuting a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, with a power 
in said Warrant to open and hold a Lodge of Must Ex- 
cellent. Past, and Murk Master Masons, the High 
Priest, King and Scribe, for the time being, of such 
Chapter, shall be the Master and Wardens lu sud 
Lodges, accujdiug to seniority. 

Shot. 4. All applications for tlie exaltation or ad- 
vancement of Candidates, in any Chapter ur l^dge, 
under this jurisdiction, sh.ill lie over, at least one 
Rieefirig, fur the consideration t:( the members. 
Beci: 5. No maetjii s^iaVv 'oc '«. \u,tiii«.t *sC t,*a Mjji- 
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pate and distinct bodies, of tlie same denomination, at 
one and lliesame time. 

Seui . (i. No Chapter shall be removed, without the 
- Jinowleilge of the High Priest, nor anv motirm made 
Mior that purpose in his abseace ; but if the High Priest 
P)k present, and a motion is made nnd eecomled, for re- 
moving the Chapter to some more convenient place, 
(within t!ie limits prescribed in iheir WaiTunl,) the 
Hi^h Priest shall forlhwiih cause notifications lobe 
.'icd to all the members, informing them of the mo- 
III fur rem^jval, and of tbe time am! place when the 
■ique^tidn is to be determined ; which notice shall be 
^jssucd at least ten days previous to ihe appointed 
, meeting. But if the High Priest (after motion duly 
< aforesaid) should refuse orneg- 
lect to cause ihe notices to be issued as afuresBiH, the 
officer next in rank, who maj be present at the neit 
regular meeting following, (upon molion made and se- 
conded for that purpose,) may in like manner issue the 
said notices. 

Seot. 7. A.\\ Mark Master Masons' Lodges ehall 
be regulated. In cases uf removal, by the same rules an 
are prescribed io the foregoing Section for die removal | 
of Chapters. 1 

Sbct- 8. The High Priest, and other Officers, of ev- ' 
ery Chapter, and the Oflvcera of every Lodge of Mark 4 
Master Masous, shall be chosen annually, by ballot- 

Sf.tT. 9. The High Priest of eveiy Chapter has it in 

special charge, as appertaining to his oliice, duly aud 

dignity, to see that the by-laws of hisdiapier.asweU J 

a^ iln- General Grand RQynV A,tc\\ t:oi\fc'C\V"4\»ixv,»ja&. 

(/le General Regulations of tiwiGtMvAt\\».\.\K.\,N»t*i*e5 
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observed ; that all the other Officers of his Chapter 
perforin the duliesof their respective offices faithfully* 
and are examples of diligence and industry to their 
companions ; — that true and exact records be kept of 
all the proceedings of the Cha[)ter by the Sec retary ; 
that the Treasurer keep and render exact and just ac- 
counts (»f all the monies belonging to the Chapter ; that 
regular returns be made by the Secretary, annually^ 
to the Grand Chapter, of all admissions of Candida ies 
or members; and that the annual dues to the Grailjl 
Chapter be regularly and punctually paid.— He has 
the special care and charge of the Warrant of his Chap- 
ter. — He has the right and authority of calling his Chap- 
ter at pleasure, upon any emergency or occurrence 
vhiv'h in his judgment may require their meeting ; and 
lie is to fill the chair when present. It is likewise his 
du'V, together with his King and Scribe, to attend 
the meetings of the Grand Chapter (when duly sum- 
moned by the Grand Secretary) either in person, or by 
proxy. 

Sect. 10. For the preservation of secrecy and good 
harmony, and in order that due decorum may be ob- 
served while the Chapter is engaged in business, a wor- 
thy Royal Arch Mason is to be appointed from time to 
time for tyling the Chapter. His duty is fixed bv cus- 
tom, and known in all regular Chapters. — He may be 
elected annually, but is to continue in office onlv dur- 
ing good behaviour, and is to be paid for his services. 

Sect. 11. All Lodges of Mark Master Mascms are 
bound to observe the two preceding articles, as far as 
the J can be applied to tVve goN^tuxtvecvV.Q'l «^ Lod^, 
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Shot. U. No Chapter ehall crafer the tfe^reesot 
Mftrk Master Mason, Past Master, Muxt Kxcellfnt 
UaHter, ami Rojal Arch Mnsun, ajtnn a.»y Brother, 
for a less sum than Twenty Dullnrs. — \tn\ no Lixlge 
•r Murk MaMer Ma^Jinii shuil ail van ce it Bruilier to 
that degree, for a leas sum than Four Doliar^ 

Ieot. 13. Wheo eilherof iheOfficersorMembersof 
Genera! Gratid Chapter, or any itf the Slate (iramf 
ipters, cannot personully attend their respective 
j^eetingi^, ihey shall §everallj have the aulhnrily to 
ciinstiiiite a prmy, which proxy shall have the wnnf 
right to a seat and vote as his constituent- 

. ARTICLE IV. 

or CONSTITUTING NEW CHAPTERS. 

Sect. 1. [8ee Order of High Priesthood, from page 
■125 10 156.] 

Sect. 2. At the institution of all Lodges of Mark 
Master Musons, under this jurisdiction, the same cere- 
monies as are prescribed in the foregoing section, are 
to be observed, as far as they will apply to that de- 
gree. 

Skct. 3. Whenever it shall be inconvenieni for the 
Geneiiil Grand Officersoi the Grand or Deputy Grand 
High Priests, respectively, to attend in person, to con- 
stitute a new Chapter or Lodee, and install the Offi- 
cers, they shall severally have piwer and authority t« 
appoint some worthy High Priest, or Past High Priest, 
to perform (he ueces-nry ceremonies. 

SfcCT- 4. The Officer* Hf every Ch&^tev vct&\j;A^ 

dadsc tbi» junMli(:tioii,befur6t!tKef ukW >^\«a.'^»Q 
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•rcise of Iheir respectiYe Offices^ and also'the tiieiiibei|» 
•fall such Chapters and Lodges^ and every candidate 
upon his admission into the same, shall take the follow- 
kig obligation, viz. **I, A. B. do promise and swear, 
that I will support and maintain the General Grand 
Royal Arch Constitution." 

1 HEREBY certify that the foresoing is a true co- 
py of the General Grand Royal Ardi Constitution for 
the United States of America, as altered, amended and 
ratified, at a meeting of the General Grand Chaptei^ 
begun and holden at New- York, in the State of New- 
Tork, on the 6th day of Jnn^ A. D. 1816. 

JOHN ABBOT, G. O. Secretary. 






OFFICERS 



4teneral Grand Royal Arch Chapter 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

.9s elected at thHr last Septennial Assembly, in tht 
City of Neui- FoHt, and State of New- York, on Pn- 
tlay. September lOth, Ji. D. 1819, and of Boytd 

Jirch Masonry 3349. 



M. E. and Hon. DEWITT CLFNTON, of Albany, 
Mew-York, General Grand High Priest. 

M. E. HENRY FOWLE, Esq. of Boston, Mossa- 4 
chusettB, Deputy General Grand High Priest. 

M. E. JOHN SNOW, Esq. of Worthington, OhiQ. 
General Grand King. 

M. E. PHILIP P. ECKEL, Esq. of Baltimore, I 
Maryland, General Grand Scribe. I 

M. E. PETER GRINNEL, Esq. of Providence, 
Rluide-Island, General Grand Treasurer. j 

M. F,. JOHN ABBOT, Esq. of Westford, Mafsa- J 
chiisettB, General Grand Secretary. I 

M. E. and Rev, JONATHAN NYE, of Newfnn?. I 
Vermont, General Grand Chaplain. ' 

M. E. DWm G. COWAN. Esq. of DaBfiHtt ' 
Kenlutky, General Grand Mafatol. ' 
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A UST OF GRAND CHAPTERS, 

'ndtr the jiirisiliclion of the General (irund Royi^ 
Jirch Chapter of tkt Uniled States of Ammca. 

A List of Subordinate Chapters, 

Hiilding their Charier or Ifarranl from tinder t^ 
saait authority. 

The Granil Chapter of Maine, and all subordinate 
CHiplers, Tlieir Grand Convocation is held at Port- 
land, annuaUj, 

NEW^HAMPSHIRE. 

The Grand Chupler of New- Hampshire, and all 

Hib-'nlinnte Chapters. Their Grand Convocation is 

held at Concord, oq the eecond Wednesdaj of Julj. 

tnnuallj. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
The Grand Chapter of Massachusetts, and all sub- 
liiiate Chapters Their Grand Convocations are 
i\ alternately at Boston and Newburjport, on (he ■ 
ret Tuesday of February, and second Tuesday of 
teptemlier, annually. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

e Grand Chapter of Rhode-lslunil. and all subop- 
e Chapters. Their Grand CoRvacatioa ib li«ld A 
i, iuiauallj. 
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CONNECTICUT. I 

The Grand Chapter of Connecticut, and all suboi- 
Jinate Chapters, Their Grand Convocation is held 
annually, on the second Thursday following the first ■ 
Wednesday of May, at Hartford and New-Haven al- t 
Ornately, beg^Doing at New-Haven, 1820. 

VERMONT. I 

The Grand Chapter bf Vermont, and all subordU J 

nate Chapters. Their Grand Cimvocations are held ■ 

it Rutland, on the third Wednesday of June, annually. J 

NEW-YORK. J 

The Grand Chapter of New-Yoik, and all suborili- " 

ite Chapters. Their Grand Convocation is held at 

.Ibaoy, on the first Tuesday of February, aonually. 

NEW-JERSEY. 
Washiiigfoii Chapter. No. I, Newark; New-Bruns- 
wick Chapter, No. 2, New -Brunswick. Brearly 
Chapter, No. 3, Bridgetown, under the Grand Chapter 
of Pennsylvania. 
$ ' MARYLAND and D. C. 

The Grand Chapter of Maryland and District of 
iColumbia, and all subordinate Chapters. Their Grand 
Convocation is held at Baltimore, annually. 

NORTH -CAROLINA. 
f The Grand Chapter of North-Carolina, and all vb- 
ordinate Chapters. Their Grand C on v neat ion S| are 
held alternately at Fayetteville and Tarborough, on 
the first Monday of December, annually. 
SOUTH -CAROLINA. 
The Grand Chaptf r of South -Carolina, and ail subi- 
ordinate Chapters. Their Grand Convocations ai»' 
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held at Charleaton, od the last Wednesday of Febt« 
kry aunaally. 

GcoaciA. 

The Grand Chapter of Oeoipa, and all subordiQate 
Chaptere, Their Grand Convocations are held at 
Ijouisville, on the first Monday of May, annually. 
KENTUCK.V. 
The Grand Chapter of Kentucky, and all subordi- 
ButeChapIere. Their Grand Convocalions are held afc 
Frankfort, on the first Monday of December, annuallf. 
OHIO. 
The Grand Chapter nf Ohio, and all subordinate 
Chapters. The Grand Convocations are held at CO' 
lumbus, on Wedneiiday, succeeding the second Mi# 
day of December, annually. 

MICHIGAN TERRITORY. 
Monroe Chapter, No. 1, Detroit 
TENNESSEE. 
Cumberland Chapter, No. I, Naahvillp. 

MISSISSIPPI. 
Natchez Chapter, No. 1, Natchezj 

INDIANA. 
Madison Chapter, No. 1, Madison. 
Brockville Chapter, No. 2, Brockvill^. 

MISSOURI. 
Hiaaouri Chapter, No. 1, 81. Louis. 
ALABAMA. 
' ■ ■ - Chapter, No. I, Tuscaloosii. 
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ENTERED APPRENTiCHS' SONG. 
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•cAsoMif sdNos, irr 

Hii eyei cannot search 

Out the way of his march, 
Vor yet where his steps he must place on : 

When him we receive, 

He cannot perceive 
How he came to be made a Free Mas<nr. 

Then he'll danger defy, 

And on Heaven rely 
Por strength to support the occasion, 

With the blessing of pray'r 

He banishes fear, 
And undaunted is made a Free Mason. 

When he makes his demand, 

By the master's command, 
'Bo know if he^s fit for the station, 

Around he is brought, 

Ere he get what he sought 
Vroiu a ftee and «a accepted Mason. 

When girded with care, 

By the help of the square. 
The emblem of trqth and of reasdn. 

In form he is plac'd, 

While to him are rehears 'd 
The mysteries of a Free Mason ; 

Then full in his sight 

Doth shine the grand light, 
To illumine the works which we trace en ', 

And now, as his due, 

He's cloth'd in full view 
With the badge of an accepted MasOn. 

Now hark ! we enlarge 

On the duties and charge, 
Where his conduct and walk he must place ea ; 

Then our rites we'll fulfil, 

And show our gtmd w\\\ 
To a free and on accented ^«k%6tt> 



r 



.MtsoKK s»h-ev 



FELLOW CRAFT'S SONS 
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Hail ! mys-te-rious, l!«U, glo-riuu« Mn-son rj ■ 



yi,lr-rii,at, Hail.gln-ilDiis Mii.ion-ry' 
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In vain mankind for shelter ftoaght^ 
In Tain from place to place did roam, 

Until from Heayen, from HeaTcn he was tabghl 
To plan, to build, to fix his home. 

illutttH M hence we date our Art, 

And now in beauteous piles appear, 
We shall to endless, to endless time impart, 

How worthy and how great we are. 

SHor we less fam^d for every tie, 
By which the human thought is bound ; 

Lore,, truth f an^ friendship y atid fViendsbip sociaUv. 
Join all our hearts and hands around. 



Our actianR stiU by Virtue blest. 

And to our precepts ever true. 
The worhl a<!miriiig, admiring Khali requ^ 

Ta learn, and our bright paths pursue. 



MASTER'S SON«. 



ANDANTE. 



BT A BROTHER. 




bar - mo - ny the so - cial baud 




Are met «i - «»«^«^^ ^^ ^^^v ^ Vm^ 
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Bcnf sih tbe blue aiul Harry xnnt, 
WhoiB arch b.gh swell in p eird" "he pole. 
The Mailer on hit orieni Ihrane 
Unfoldi fo view Ihemviiiic Kill; 
Al oiire the pur* fniieinni inul 
Brnily la Ihe rigu wilh incn'd awe, i ' 

Auil rtadt upon the leMetW »cin\\ 
If wordt of light, the iiittt\\ct'4 taw- 
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Let OS ear hearts and hands entwine 
And form one perfect wreath of love ; 
Then koeeJing at the Toice divine 
That spake to mortals from aboye, 
Pat on the meekness of the dove 
And the white robes of ehariiyy 
And in unerring wisdom prove 
Oar brethren with the single eye. 



Be there no darkling scowl of hate 
Upon the calm unruffled brow. 
Bat each in innocence elate 
To Virtue's brightness only bow : 
Blest guardian of all pleasures ! Thou 
Be ever at o«r Master's side, 
And mark with radiant finger how 
Thj foorcb can be our onlj guide. 



By thee conducted we ascend 
The dtps that lead alone to Heaven 
And where the mounting arches end 
To each the tign of tror<^ is given ; 
Then mantled by the shades of even 
We meet beneath the unclouded sky, 
And bind the links no power hath riven, 
In which we swear to live and die. 



Let as these favoured hoars employ, 
These moments of the social night 
To sing the silver song of joy, 
And make the chain of umtm bright ; 
So may we even here unite 
To spend the hours in mercy given, 
I«ed by the toktnt which invite 
Alone U happiness and Heaven. 
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MASTER'S SONS. 
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The failhrul, vanbj. brother, 
Whuae li«Bri chd feel fur gt'iet, 

Whose botom wilb compnt^aa 
Slepi fottb to i« Tt\w(, 
16» 
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Whose soul 18 ever ready, 

Around him to diffuse 
The principles of Masons, 
And guard them from abuse ; 
Chortts. These are thy sons, whose pleasure, 
At every lodge, will be, 
T'improve themselves by lectures 
In glorious Masonry. 

Hail ! glorious Masonry. 

King Solomon, our patron, 

Transmitted this command — 
^* The faithful and praise-wortl^ 

True l^ht must understand ; 
And my descendants, also, 

Who 're seated in the Ekut^ 
Have not fulfiU'd their duty, 

Till light has reach'd the West:' 
Gfiorut. Therefore, our highest pleasure. 

At every lodge, should be, 
T'improve ourselves by lectures 

In glorious Masonry. 

Hail '. glorious Masonry. 

'Vfae duty and the station, 

Of master in the chair^ 
Obliges him to summon 

£achl>rother to prepare ; 
That all may be enabled, 

By slow, though sure degrees,. 
To answer in rotation, 

With honour and with ease. 

Chmu* Such are thy sons, whose pleasure, 
At every lodge, will be, 
T'improve themselves by lectures 
III glorious MMOikty. 

HaiW s\ono«&\il»Mnan 



THE MASON'S ADIEI". 



ADIEL', a heiirl warm, fond a - - dieu, 
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Oft have I mel vonr sofinl baod, 
To st)eod a che.Tful, frstiye nighl, 
Ori, honour'd tviib lupreme commaml, 
rresiding o'er Ibe touB of light: 
And U; Ibal hierogljphic bright. 

Strong memVj on my hsan ihull writ*. 
Those happy iceuet when far >wa'. 



Cein. 



m, hnrmonj, and lore, 
I in the grand ilesign, 
Benealh Ih' Omniicienl F.je nboTC, 
The glorioui ArcUlecl diiine ; 
That you may keep th' unvcring Kdi 
Siill guided by the plummet's law, 
■Till order bright complelelj sbiue, 
Shall be my pmy'r when far awa'. 

And you, farewell, whose merit) dni 
Justly thai higliesl badge to wear, 
Way Heaven hless your noble i.Bme 
To Masonry and friendship dear: 
My lail request perniil rnc then, 
When yearly yoa're astcmbled a'. 
One round, I ask it iiilti a \FtiT , 
T« ljiai,yoaT friend, ttiaV s *« w™ 
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And jou, liiinl-hearlei) sisieri, fair, 

Th' impreiiion of your pkaiiiig ait 
Wilh rapture aO m; boiom waraa. 
Mas •. Ihe lodal winltr'i Dij^ht 



a llial Grand Lodge thal'i far a< 



ODE FOR GRAND VISITATION. 
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0*er matter's modes thy mystic sway 
Can fashion Chaos' devious way, 

To order's lucid maze ; 
Can rear the cloud-assaulting tow'r. 
And bid the worm, that breathes its hour, 

Its humble palace raise. 



From nascent life to being's pride, 
The surest boon thy laws provide, 

When wayward fate beguiles ; 
The tears thou shedst for human wo, 
In falling shine like Iris' bow, 

And beam an arch of smiles. 



Come, Priest of Science, truth array'd. 
And with thee bring each tuneful maid. 

Thou lov'st on Shinar's plains^ 
Revive Creation's primal plan. 
Subdue this wilderness of man, 

Bid social virtue reign. 




grg-7m"TT [ ^1^ 



Hca.Q niirt earih [i - doi'd, All hail, great God ! 




f^^^=M =^ 



- fiiie liiy llirt 



gjr^nip ^ 



^< 



p I f f 



2 



sfei^ 



I 



^^^ss 



E^ 



^^^ 



j^^ 



S 



^^^i^^ 




^¥^^F^i^?f^ : 



pray'r al - l<:nil I All bail, great Godi 



E 



JT-g-h r I r r FS ■ 



O, hear our prayer to-day, 
Turn DOt th; face away, 

O Lord our God i 
Heaven, thy dreaJ dwelliDg pUc 
Cannot contain thy Grace, 
Remember now our race, 

O Lord our God ! 



(fOd of our fatben, hear, 
And la our try lie near, 

JehoTBh, God ! 
The HeBTens elernal bow, 
Forgive in mercy now 
Thy tuppIiauiB here, O Thou, 

Jehovah, God '. 
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Faith ! with divine and heav'nward eye. 

Pointing to radiant realms of bliss. 
Shed here thy sweet benignity, 

And crown our works with happiness } 
Hope ! too, with bosom void of fear, 

Still on thy steadfast anchor lean, 
O ! shed thy balmy influence here. 

And fill oar breasts with joy serene. 



And thou, fair Charity ! whose smile 

Can bid the heart forget its woe, 
Whose hand can misery's care beguile. 

And kindness' sweetest boon bestow, ' 
Here shed thy sweet soul-soothing ray ; 

Soften our hearts, thou Power divine ! 
Bid the warm gem of pity play, 

With iparkling lustre, ou our shrine. 



Thou, who art thron'd midst dazzling light, 

And wrapp'd in brilliant robes of gold, 
Whose flowing locks of silv'ry white 

Thy age and honour both unfold. 
Genius of Masonry ! descend. 

And guide our steps by thy strict law ; 
O ! swiftly to our temple bend, 

And fill our breasts with solemn awe. 
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Har - mo - Djr a - lone reigns here. 




Har - mo - ny a - lone reigns here. 



^« f r r p I f ^m 



ODE TO CHARITT. 

Musk, see page 178. 

• 

OFFSPRmG of Heav'n, mankind's best friend. 
Bright Charity, inspire the lay ; 
On these celestial shores descend, 
And quit the realms of cloudless day : 
Chorut. To Thee our constant vows are paid, 
Thy praise we hymn, Angelic Mai<f. 



When Vulcan ragos unconfin'd, 
And Neptune mourns his bafSed pow'r ; 
When flames aspiring with the wind, 
To Heaven's high arch resistless tow'r : 
(^horus, 'Tis thou our hearts with pity's glow. 
Inspir'st t« feel for human va 
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The house a dismal ruia liei, 
Where mirth lule luo'd her Ijre a! joy ; 
And tears of anguish fill your eyes, 
Poor orphan girl, and houselesB bo; : — 
Chitr'is. Bui Ihou, sweet maid, with pity'i glon', 
Intipir'Bt each heart Id loothe theii: fo. 



That brenthes on rreedom's choben short 
t'liCTUi. Columbl»'i sont wilh pily's glow 
Inipire lo feel for human wo. 



O Cha - ri - ly ! Ihou heaien-ly grace, 
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He aids the poor in their distress — 

He bears when they complain ; 
With tender heart delights to bless 

And lessen all their pain : 
The sick, the prisoner, poor, and blind, 

And all the sons of grief, 
In him a benefactor find, 

He lores to give relief. 



Tis love, that makes religion swe^t, 

'Tis love, that makes us rise, 
With willing mind and ardent feet, 

To yonder happy skies : 
Then let us all in love abound. 

And Charity pursue ! 
Thus shall we be with glory crown *d, 

And love as angels do. 



^^ 




MASONIC HYMN. 



^^^H^EE 



GREAT Ar-chi-l 





£BI!Bzg^ ^ 



light a - dnrii'J Ilia 



g^^^^ 




^^^^^^ 



m^$^m 



£E^ 



i^^a ., 



^^^^^ 



:E2a 



ifcs 



^^^^ 



■Till l.>ve shaLI 



i^^^^^ ' 




S16 
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O, blciis thiB loTe-cemeoted band, 
Form'd and supported by thy hand, 

For Charity's employ ; 
To shield the wretched from despair, 
To spread through scenes of grief and care, 

Reriving rays of joy. 
Chorus. Till love, &c. 



The Hb'ral Arts, by Thee designed. 
To polish, comfort, aid mankind. 

We labour to improve ; 
While we adore Jehovah's name, 
Pour on our hearts the melting flame. 

And mould our souls to love. 
tMrus, Till love, be. 



FUNERAL HYMN. 
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Un - veil thy bo - som faith - ful 
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Nor paia, nor grtef, aor anxioas fear, 
Inrade thy bounds ; no mortal woes 
Can reach the silent sleepers here. 
And Angels watch their soft repese. 



So Jesus slept ; God's dying Son, 
Fast through the grare, and blest the btfd-; 
Rest here, dear Saint, *till from His throne 
The morning break, and pierce the shad^. 



* Break friMn his throne, illustrious Morn! 
Attend, O Earth, his sovVeign Word ! 
Bestore thy trust, a glorious form. 
He must ascend to meet bis Lord. 
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III beauty tait, 
Crime rhang'd bleit Gdeu'i shade 



Hail Low divide 1 
Mbmiiis J'our Ciuiia bring 
Toiledkl>liihFin«i 
Cbriilians unite while Augeli join in loo 
All Earth and ticasea the glotioui >Uai»pralM 
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Jay ! Ihe secret cnutt li fouiid . 
Full Ihe lunbiam falls nilhio, 
Painling darhlj under gcound. 
To Ihe lieaiurc we would wip. 
ThFy hste brought it rotth lo light, 
And again it cheers ihe earth ; 
All iu lea*e< ar« purvly bright, 
ifacir iieweil niftth. 



Xbia shall be the Bscred maril; 
Which (lull guide us to the iUIfi 
Bearing, likv ■ holy ark. 
All the liearta who love lo rise ; 
Thii shall b« the CDTii'^rilone 
Which the ballderi threw away, 
But wa< foutid the only one 
KiitKil foi the arth'ttiay 
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This ghallbe the gavel trae, 

At whose sound the crowd shall bend. 

Giving^ to the law its dae ; 

This shall be the faitbifal friend ; 

This the token , which shall bring 

Kindness to the sick and poor, 

Hastening on, on Angers wing. 

To the lone and darksome door. 



iW shall crown the mighty erdif. 
When the temple springs on high, 
And the brethren bend their march 
Wafting incetue to the skj. 
Then the solemn strain shall swell 
From the bosom and the tongue^ 
And the Master's glory tell 
In the harmony of song. 



Here the exile, o'er the waste 
Trudging homeward, shall repose ^ 
All his toils and dangers past, 
Here his long sojourning close 
Entering through the sacred tUlfJi^ 
To the holy cell he bends ; 
Then as sinking Nature faiH. 
Hope in glad fruition end^ 
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P«k EoTy wither'd at the sig^ht, 

And, frowning o*er the pile, 

Call'd Mwrder op from realms of nighty 

To blast the glorioas toil. 

DVith ruffian outrage join'd, in wo 

They fonn'd the league abhorr'd ; 

And wounded Science felt the blotr, 

That crushed the %9tie Word. 



Concealment, from sequestered cavei. 

On sable pinions flew ; — 

And o'er the sacrilegious grave, 

Her veil impervious threw, 

The associate band, in solemn state, 

.Ipie awful loss deplor'd ; 

And Wisdom mourn*d the mthleBB lite, 

That whelm*d the MjfOit Wtd, 



At length, through Time's expanded sphf le. 

Fair Science speeds her way ; 

And wanaa'd by TrvdVs refulgence, cleat 

Reflects the kindred ray. 

A second fabric's towering height. 

Proclaims the lign restor'd ; 

From whose foundation, brought t« Ught^ 

i^ drawn the MjfitU Word, 



To depths obscure, the favour'd Trtnei 

A dreary course engage ; 

'Till, through the Areh^ the ray divine 

Illumes the tatrtd page. 

From the wide wonders of this blaier 

Our ancient sign's restor'd ; — 

The Royal Arch alone displajw 

The lone lost Mytlk Wmrd, 
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The ^lury and Ihe powrr bp Ihine, 
Whicb •hnll rmm age lo u^e dcstead, 
Chinti. All bail, Eu, 



On ihy Omnipalence we reM, 
Secure otthy prolecTion hcFC i 
Aiid hope beniflfr lo br bissi, 
When we have IcR Ibis world of care. 
Grant u», greal God, Ibjp poverfal aid 
Tn Guidp us throDgh thi> vale of lean ; 
For where thy goodneiB ii diiplay'd, 
Peace tnothes Ihe mind, SDII pltatMt cl 
'.'liana. All hail, &ic. "' _~ '. 
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Infpire u& wilh Ihf grace diiine ; 
Thj iNcred Ibw out gaide Ehall be , 
To every good our hrarls incline. 
From every e»il keep o« free. 
Our glad hosannas, SoiEreign King ) 
Thj' welcome here ilmll e'er proclaim 
And lieaven'i eternal aiche* riug 
Wilh thy rev«Bled, liolj Name : 
Chanu. All hhil \ grtax Archiiect divine ' 
This usiversal frame is ihiue. 
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ni - ttfd ihe; lii-Ieo ihe voice of the i^u>, j 
The guide ID our rea-aon, the spur of Ihe soul, ^ 



Now the work is completed and all are cambiu'd, 
Tu daae id Ibe sea-tt nnd d»p-hiddeL cell 
The vordi Hhicb BTe Ireasur'd a< light Ic the mio 
Lihe llic waters ortralbiii Iheir clote-rover'd we] 
Here laMy aecured Ihey shall live in llie rock, 
V/hen the Blorra rngej o'er it and terels the wall, 
And itill in tbe rage of ilie taaqucror'a shock, 
Tbe arches aball neither be shaken dot Tall 

We have laid in its secret uid sileal retreat 
Tbe Ireanuci that Kings shall exult to brboM ; 
And the pilpim shall haateo wilh ardour to meei 
This gin, valued higher than jeoels er gold : 
Ages rnlt on their way and no firat iball be bur4 
In tearcb of this roll to enlighten the moriA : 
But a hand lihall be Tound to recover the IVorA, 
And then shell the standard of tnik be untBTle^ 
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We are seated in silence, and nothings can find 

Its way to our distant and mystical cave ; 

And the waiehman who guards not, our mandate shall bind 

In the deeper concealment of death and the gravt ; 

Be faithful and true, ever firm to your trust, 

In the lesson we give in the council of light, 

And the herald shall summon you forth from the dust, 

AlMve in the meeting of souls to unite. 



SEI4ECT MASTER'S ANTH£M. 
[Su Mutic, page 213.] 

<< LET there be light," th' Almighty spoke. 
Refulgent streams from chaos bioke, 

To illume the rising earth ! 
Well pleas'd the Great Jehovah stood ', 
The Power Supreoie pronounc'd it good. 

And gave the planets birth ! 

Chorut. In choral numbers masons join, 

To bless and praise this light divine. 



Parent of light ! accept our praise ! 
Who shedd'st on u& thy brightest rays, 

The light that fills the mind : 
By choice telectedy lo ! we stand, 
By friendship join*d, a social band ! 

That hv€f that aid raaiikind ! 

fHhonu. in choral nunbert, %d&. 
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Like Ibe rainbow, which ihinft froiD ibc clouA 
Her alluremcnls »»hile may rircrifc ^ 
Till joy is eawrapp'd In B nhrniicl. 
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But Friendship has charms, which endure, 

Its birth was in regions above ; 

'Tis a passioui like heaven, most pare, 

For it sprang from the fountain of Iwre. * 



Then let not the heart be depress'd 
If one treat its fondness with scorn ; 
ft may find in a Brother's warm breast 
The rose that conceals not a thorn-. 



MASONie ODE. 



EMPIRES and kings have lass'd away, 

Into oblivion's mine ; 
And tow'ring domes have felt decay, 
Since auld lang syne. 



But Masonry, the glorious art, 

With wisdom's ray divine ; 
Twas ever so, the Hebrew cri^, 
In auld lang syne. 



Behold the occidental chair 

Proclaims the day's decline- 
Hiram of Tyre was seated there. 
Ib auld lang syne. 



